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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee, 
Somerset  County  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  Administration  of 
the  County. 

The  report  follows  the  usual  lines  and  sets  out  in  detail  the  essential  statistical  information. 

Generally,  there  is  much  satisfaction  to  be  felt  in  the  uniformly  good  state  of  Public  Health  in 
the  Administrative  County.  In  the  vital  statistics,  it  should  be  noted  that  rate  of  Infantile  Mortality 
was  25.2  in  Somerset  as  compared  with  29.8  for  England  and  Wales.  In  this  year,  there  was  a  pro¬ 
longed  and  extensive  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis,  which  gave  rise  to  considerable  concern,  and  which 
reached  a  sharp  peak  during  August,  September  and  October.  Whooping  Cough  likewise  showed  a 
sharp  upward  trend  in  the  number  of  cases. 

The  year  has  continued  to  see  further  adjustments  in  your  services  under  the  working  of  the 
Health  Act,  and,  while  there  are  many  difficulties  in  work  involving  double  control,  in  the  main,  by 
good  contact  and  co-operation  among  those  concerned,  the  adjustments  go  steadily  ahead. 

It  is  difficult  to  single  out  any  particular  section  of  your  Health  Department  for  special  mention, 
but,  clearly,  the  extended  progress  in  Child  Welfare,  Nursing  and  Home  Help,  merits  attention. 
Again,  a  very  great  deal  of  work  has  been  done  in  dealing  with  sanitary  and  environmental  hygiene, 
including  Water  and  Sewerage  supplies;  and  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  whole  assurance  of 
adequate  Public  Health  remains  based  on  the  good  and  satisfactory  operation  of  these  and  kindred 
environmental  services. 

Staff  difficulties  have  been  with  us  during  the  year,  and  particularly  so  in  the  Dental  staff.  As 
a  result,  one  of  the  best  County  Dental  Schemes  in  the  country  has  been  reduced  to  a  shadow  of  its 
previous  strength.  This  partial  breakdown  in  the  Dental  Service  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  and  it 
will  show  its  inevitable  results  in  the  years  to  come. 

I  would  express  my  thanks  again  to  the  many  voluntary  bodies  in  Somerset  who  give  such 
valuable  assistance  to  your  Department.  Under  many  of  the  new  services,  the  position  of  voluntary 
bodies  has  not  been  easy,  but  I  believe  we  are  over  our  transitional  period  of  difficulties  and  that  we 
can  go  forward  rather  more  smoothly  than  in  the  immediate  past.  It  is,  however,  a  matter  of 
triumph  that  voluntary  service  in  Somerset  survives  happily  and  with  strength,  despite  all  official 
encroachments. 

I  continue  to  be  assisted  greatly  by  all  members  of  the  staff,  and,  again,  I  acknowledge  the 
ready  help  of  other  departments  of  the  County  Council. 

I  am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  F.  DAVIDSON, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

County  Hall, 

Taunton. 

August,  1951. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) :  1,028,992. 

Population  (1950):  476,240*. 

Live  Births:  Total  7,189;  Legitimate  6,893;  Illegitimate  296;  Still  births  174. 

Deaths:  Total  6,023;  Urban  3,002;  Rural  3,021. 

Rateable  value:  £2,889,898  (1950). 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate:  £11,675  (1950-51). 

Birth  rate:  15.09;  Illegitimate  births  4.12  (per  cent.). 

Death  rate:  12.64. 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age:  181.  Rate  of  infantile  mortality:  25.2. 

The  birth  rate  shows  a  decrease  from  last  year's  figure  (16.92) .  The  percentage  of  illegitimate 
births  is  still  high  but  shows  a  decrease  from  last  year’s  figure  (4.37). 

The  death  rate  (12.64)  is  lower  than  for  the  previous  year  (13.18).  It  is  satisfactory  to  record 
that  the  rate  of  infantile  mortality  is  25.2. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  heart  diseases  (2,064  deaths),  cancer  and  other  forms  of 
malignant  disease  (885  deaths),  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  (391  deaths),  and  tuberculosis  (131 
deaths) . 

The  essential  statistical  returns  covering  births,  infantile  mortality,  and  deaths  are  given  in  tables 
I  to  V. 


Includes  members  of  armed  forces  stationed  in  Somerset. 


TABLE  I 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1950 


Not  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of  “Residents” 
whether  occurring  Within  or  Without  the  District 
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Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

110 

0 

0 

1 

10 

42 

46 

9 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

21 

0 

7 

2 

3 

2 

5 

0 

2 

Syphilitic  disease 

16 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

8 

7 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  cough 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  infections 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

8 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Measles 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

18 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

6 

3 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

172 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

46 

70 

55 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

95 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

57 

24 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

91 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

44 

13 

24 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

38 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

21 

9 

7 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

489 

1 

4 

1 

4 

27 

121 

159 

172 

Leukaemia,  aleukajinia 

18 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

4 

2 

Diabetes 

44 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

8 

17 

15 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

865 

1 

0 

0 

0 

11 

131 

251 

471 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

575 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

163 

198 

208 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

162 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

38 

51 

71 

Other  heart  disease 

1327 

0 

0 

2 

3 

18 

135 

300 

869 

Other  circulatory  disease 

265 

0 

0 

1 

0 

6 

35 

65 

158 

Influenza 

67 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

9 

16 

36 

Pneumonia 

145 

16 

8 

3 

1 

8 

24 

23 

62 

Bronchitis 

246 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

45 

73 

123 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

73 

2 

2 

0 

1 

7 

27 

17 

17 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

48 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

17 

16 

12 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrheea 

30 

3 

0 

1 

1 

4 

6 

5 

10 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

117 

0 

2 

2 

0 

14 

24 

33 

42 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

71 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

14 

50 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

12 

0 

0 

0 

3 

9 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  malformations 

36 

24 

2 

2 

0 

4 

3 

1 

0 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

665 

122 

7 

5 

10 

32 

94 

103 

292 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

56 

0 

3 

8 

14 

10 

12 

7 

2 

All  other  accidents 

91 

5 

3 

6 

1 

11 

22 

5 

38 

Suicide 

42 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

20 

9 

4 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

All  causes 

6023 

181 

46 

41 

59 

260 

1178 

1503 

2765 
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TABLE  II 

Causes  of  Death  at  all  Ages  in  each  District  during  the  Year  1950 

RURAL  DISTRICTS 


Causes  of  Uealli 

Axbridge 

Bathavon 

Bridgwater 

Chard 

1  Glutton 

Dulverton  I 

i 

Frome 

Langport 

Long  Ashton  I 

1 

Shepton  Mallet 

Taunton 

Wellington 

Wells 

Williton 

Wincanton 

Yeovil 

Total  Kural  Districts 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

1 

3 

2' 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

6 

4 

1 

0 

3 

7 

3 

2 

47 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

12 

Syphilitic  disease 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

4 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  cough  ... 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Aleningococcal  infections 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

7 

Mal  gnant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

11 

6 

5 

12 

1 

5 

4 

6 

3 

7 

2 

5 

7 

8 

9 

96 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

8 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

5 

2 

4 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

6 

49 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

8 

1 

5 

1 

0 

3 

2 

5 

37 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

•1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

13 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

28 

23 

19 

15 

18 

2 

10 

13 

26 

11 

18 

7 

10 

14 

11 

15 

240 

Leukaania,  aleukaemia 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

11 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

0 

0 

19 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

38 

36 

34 

30 

42 

16 

20 

23 

37 

9 

31|  13 

16 

20 

32 

45 

442 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

37 

21 

14 

15 

14 

5i  16 

19 

41 

8 

191  14 

9 

10 

22 

17 

281 

Ilyp -rtension  with  heart  disease 

8 

6 

8 

2 

3 

2 

1  4 

1  5 

5 

8 

5|  4 

3 

7 

6 

5 

81 

O',  her  heart  disease 

95 

49 

43 

26 

43 

14 

39 

44 

62 

37 

531  15 

32 

27 

53 

57 

689 

Other  circulatory  disease 

15 

10 

16 

6 

11 

1 

5 

4 

14 

6 

10 

9 

6 

6 

11 

16 

146 

Influenza 

3 

6 

5 

3 

0 

0 

3 

5 

7 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

37 

Pneumonia 

4 

12 

5 

1 

V 

0 

2 

4 

6 

1 

3 

5 

3 

4 

5 

7 

69 

Bronchitis 

15 

12 

12 

11 

12 

0 

10 

4 

12 

4 

10 

0 

1 

5 

8 

10 

126 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

4 

2 

3 

0 

5 

1 

1 

0 

1 

3 

2 

3 

0 

3 

3 

0 

31 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

4 

2 

2 

29 

Oastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

15 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

4 

6 

2 

2 

2 

2 

5 

5 

4 

6 

6 

1 

6 

3 

3 

0 

57 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

2 

1 

3 

3 

0 

2 

3 

1 

4 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

0 

4 

29 

Pr  gnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

6 

•Congenital  malformations 

3 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

20 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

21 

25 

34 

21 

17 

6 

19 

10 

18 

14 

23 

13 

11 

21 

27 

36 

316 

'Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

7 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

39 

All  other  accidents 

2 

4 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2 

7 

3 

2 

2 

3 

5 

42 

■Suicide 

4 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

20 

Homicidfe  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

All  causes 

324 

248 

231 

162 

201 

61 

156 

156  280 

1 

134 

215 

1 

102|122 

1 

1  1  1 
1631216125013021 

1  i 

6 


TABLE  III 

Causes  of  Death  at  ail  Ages  in  each  District  during  the  Year  1950 


URBAN  DISTRICTS 


Causes  of  Death 

Bridgwater 

Burnham 

Chard 

Clevedon 

Crewkerne 

Frome 

Glastonbury 

Ilminster 

Keynsham 

Minebead 

1 

Norton-Rad'stock 

Portishead 

Shepton  Mallet 

Street  j 

Taunton  | 

Watchet 

W  ellington 

Wells 

Weston-super-Mare 

A'^eovil 

Total  llrban  Districts 

County  Total  | 

Tul)erculosis,  respiratory 

11 

0 

i  3 

1  0 

1 

i  1|  3 

3 

1  0 

1  1 

i 

5|  4 

1 

1 

1  0 

8 

0 

2 

1 

11  8 

60 

110 

Tuberculosis,  other 

2 

01  3 

i  01  0 

1  0 

0 

i  0|  0 

0|  0 

1  0|  01  0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

01  2 

9 

21 

Syphilitic  disease 

0|  2|  0 

1  1 

1  1 

1  3 

Oj  Ol  0 

01  0 

1 

0|  1 

0 

0|  1 

0 

2|  0 

12 

16 

Diphtheria 

01  0|  0 

,  01  0 

,  0 

0|  0|  0 

Ol  0 

0|  0 

01  0 

0 

0 

0 

01  0 

0 

0 

Whooping  cough 

0 

0|  0 

1  01  01  0 

0|  0)  0 

Ol  0 

Oi  0 

01  0 

01  0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

3 

Meningococcal  infections 

0 

01  0 

Ol  0 

0 

Ol  Ol  0 

01  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

01  0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0 

1 

0 

01  01  0 

01  0]  0 

Ol  01  0 

Ol  0 

0 

0|  1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

b 

Measles  ... 

Ol  01  0 

1  0|  0 

1  0 

01  01  0 

0|  0 

i  0 

1  Ol  0|  1 

1  01  0 

0 

01  0 

1 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

diseases 

1 

01  1 

1  11  0|  0 

Oi  Ol  0 

11  0 

,  0|  0 

1  0|  2i  11  1 

1  1 

1 

1 

11 

18 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach... 

31  01  5 

3 

2 

0|  21  7 

1|  2 

1 

0|  2 

13 

1|  3 

1 

15 

8 

76 

172 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung. 

bronchus 

6i  31  1 

1  3 

Ol  3 

01  01  0 

1 

1  1|  1 

1  1 

1  Ol  3|  Ol  3 

1  2 

13 

5 

4b 

95 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .... 

5 

3|  0 

1  0 

0 

1  1 

01  2 

2l  2i  H  01  0 

Ol  10 

0|  ^ 

0 

11 

54 

91 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

1 

0  2 

1  1 

0 

i  3 

Ol  3l  0 

01  0 

1 

0 

Ol  31  01  1 

1 

8 

1 

25 

38 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

29 

11 

7 

16 

0 

15 

3|  2 

9 

8 

10 

6 

7 

2 

36 

31  10 

7 

45 

20 

249 

489 

Leukaemia,  aleukemia  ... 

0 

1 

01  0 

01  1 

0 

0 

0 

01  1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

7 

18 

Diabetes 

3 

2 

0 

2 

Oi  1 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

5 

1 

25 

44 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

37| 

15 

7 

20 

4 

21 

14 

10 

20 

19 

18 

12 

5 

2 

54 

6 

19 

8 

951  3/ 

423 

86j 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

22 

18 

2 

19 

2 

16 

5 

5 

12 

10 

8 

6 

7 

5 

46 

5 

10 

8 

65 

23 

294 

575 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

7 

1 

0 

6 

1|  7 

2 

0 

0 

7|  7 

2 

3 

3 

11 

0|  4 

3 

13 

4 

81 

162 

Other  heart  disease 

69 

301  12 

341  12 

10|  2 

12 

30 

16 

13 

18 

41  81 

8 

20 

9 

160 

65 

638 

1327 

Other  circulatory  disease 

9 

4  1 

41  2|  6 

101  01  3 

5 

5 

2 

2|  1 

15 

1 

6 

1 

27 

15 

119 

265 

Influenza 

0 

4 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

1 

7 

2 

30 

67 

Pneumonia 

8 

5 

4 

2 

1 

4 

2 

0 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

13 

2 

1 

1 

14 

8 

76 

145 

Bronchitis 

12 

7 

2 

7 

2 

5 

7 

2 

4 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

21 

0 

1 

2 

25 

12 

120 

246 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

1 

system 

8 

3 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

2 

2 

9 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

2 

0 

5 

1 

42 

73 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

2 

4 

3 

19 

48 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrha-a 

1 

0 

0 

01  0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

15 

30 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

3 

3 

6 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

0 

6 

0 

0 

4 

6 

0 

2 

4 

12 

6 

60 

117 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

8 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

2 

1 

0 

7 

0 

1 

2 

5 

4 

42 

71 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

6 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

1 

0 

5 

0 

16 

36 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

32 

11 

10 

26 

22 

15 

5 

0 

12 

16 

12 

10 

4 

6 

37 

6 

22 

10 

59 

34 

349 

665 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

2 

2 

17 

56 

.All  other  accidents 

3 

1 

0 

2 

0 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

0 

1 

1 

3 

3 

5 

0 

8 

7 

49 

91 

Suicide 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 

22 

42 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

All  causes 

1 

290j 

1 

1 

130^ 

1 

62 

1 

1 

172 

1 

1 

57 

156  72 

1 

291  91 

127 

125 

63 

56 

391397 
— 1 

37 

127 

68 

6281 

276 

1 

300216023 

1 
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TABLE  IV 


Table  showing,  for  each  Rural  District,  the  number  of  Births  and  Deaths,  the  number  of 
Deaths  of  Infants,  also  the  Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Rate  of  Infantile  Mortality 


Ft  URAL  DISTRICTS. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1  Deaths 
under 

1  year. 

Popula¬ 

tion. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

I  Infantile 
Mortality 
Rate. 

Axbridge 

359 

324 

7 

25,600 

14.02 

12.66 

19.5 

Bathavon 

413 

248 

lO’ 

22,830 

18.09 

10.86 

■  24.2 

Bridgwater 

313 

231 

8 

19,600 

15.97 

11.78 

25.5 

Chard 

209 

162 

9 

12,080 

17.30 

13.41 

43.0 

Glutton 

244 

201 

3 

17,170 

1  14.21 

i 

11.70 

12.3 

Dulverton 

82 

61 

1 

4,540 

18.06 

13.43 

12.2 

Frome 

219 

156 

5 

10,350 

21.26 

15.07 

22.8 

Langport 

156 

156 

4 

13,010 

11.99 

11.99 

25.6 

Long  Ashton 

368 

280 

6 

24,670 

14.91 

11.35 

16.3 

Shepton  Mallet  ... 

180 

134 

3 

10,720 

16.79 

12.50 

16.6 

Taunton 

304 

215 

12 

18,960 

16.03 

11.34 

39.4 

Wellington 

132 

102 

7 

7,982 

16.53 

12.78 

53.0 

Wells 

154 

122 

4 

10,050 

15.32 

12.14 

25.9 

Williton 

161 

163 

1 

12,930 

12.45 

12.60 

6.2 

Wincanton 

245 

216 

10 

16,680 

14.68 

12.95 

40.8 

Y  eovil 

312 

250 

I 

7 

21,280 

i 

14.66 

1 

11.74 

22.4 

i 

Totals  of  Rural 
Districts 

3,851 

3,021 

1 

1 

97 

248,452 

1 

15.58 

12.16 

25.2 

TABLE  V 

Table  showing,  for  each  Urban  District,  the  number  of  Births  and  Deaths,  the  number  of 
Deaths  of  Infants,  also  the  Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Rate  of  Infantile  Mortality 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

Birtli-s.  ' 

Deaths. 

Deaths 

under 

1  year. 

Popula¬ 

tion. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Ueatli 

Rate. 

Infantile 

.Mortality 

Rate. 

Bridgwater 

409 

290 

13 

22,630 

18.07 

12.81 

31.8 

Burnham 

140 

130 

3 

9,276 

15.09 

14.01 

21.4 

Chard 

77 

62 

3 

5,404 

14.25 

11.47 

38.9 

Clevedon 

124 

172 

2 

9,765 

12.69 

17.61 

16.1 

Crewkerne 

63 

57 

2 

4,175 

15.09 

13.65 

31.7 

Frome 

135 

156 

2 

11,430 

11.81 

13.65 

14.8 

Glastonbuiy 

79 

72 

1 

5,265 

15.00 

13.67 

12.6 

llminster 

41 

29 

0 

2,651 

15.46 

10.94 

0.0 

Keynsham 

139 

91 

6 

8,046 

17.27 

11.31 

43.1 

Minehead 

96 

127 

1 

7,331 

13.09 

17.32 

10.4 

Norton-Radstock. . . 

170 

125 

2 

12,030 

14.13 

10.39 

11.8 

Portishead 

70 

63 

1 

4,480 

15.06 

14.06 

14.3 

Shepton  Mallet  . . . 

61 

56 

3 

4,830 

12.63 

11.59 

49.2 

Street 

89 

39 

0 

5,490 

16.21 

7.10 

0.0 

Taunton 

542 

397 

14 

34,710 

15.61 

11.44 

25.8 

Watchet 

45 

37 

2 

2,556 

17.60 

14.47 

44.4 

Wellington 

106 

127 

4 

7,308 

14.50 

17.38 

37.7 

Wells 

79 

68 

6,240 

12.66 

10.89 

12.6 

Weston-s.-Mare  ... 

523 

628 

17 

40,210 

13.00 

15.62 

32.5 

Yeovil 

350 

276 

7 

23,960 

14.60 

11.52 

20.0 

Totals  of  Urban 
Districts 

3,338 

3,002 

84 

1 

227,788 

14.66 

13.17 

25.2 

Administrative  County 

7,189 

6,023 

181 

476,240 

1 

'  15.09 

1 

12.64 

25.2 

England  and  Wales, 
1950 

— 

— 

— 

! 

1 

1  15.8 

1 

.  11.6 

1 

1 

29.8 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFHCTIOUS  DISEASES. 
TABLE  VI. 


Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

!  j 

1  Diphtheria  j 

Enteric  and  Para¬ 

typhoid  Fevers 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

Dysentery 

Whooping  Cough 

1  Pneumonia 

Acute  Polio¬ 

myelitis 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

URBAN. 

Bridgwater 

5 

24 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

23 

0 

7 

0 

Burniiam 

29 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

54 

9 

8 

1 

Chard 

4 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

46 

1 

2 

0 

Clevedon 

16 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

121 

3 

4 

0 

Crcwlccrnc 

98 

13 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

Rroinc 

30 

25 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

14 

0 

1 

0 

Glastonbury  ... 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17 

0 

2 

0 

llininstcr 

10 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

3 

1 

0 

Kcynsliaiii 

4 

18 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

36 

4 

1 

0 

Minehcad 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

26 

0 

1 

0 

Norton-Radstock 

40 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

54 

1 

3 

0 

I’ortishead 

35 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

Sliepton  Mallet 

38 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

1 

2 

0 

Street 

8 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

5 

6 

0 

Taunton 

349 

34 

0 

0 

12 

0 

1 

0 

23 

6 

14 

0 

Watchet 

4 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Wellington 

31 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

28 

0 

4 

0 

Wells 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

Weston-super-Mare  ... 

78 

87 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

5 

115 

13 

4 

0 

Yeovil 

75 

9 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

1 

27 

13 

4 

0 

RURAL. 

Axbridge 

22 

42 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

123 

22 

4 

1 

Bathavon 

126 

17 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

77 

15 

6 

0 

Bridgwater 

39 

13 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

75 

15 

5 

0 

Chard 

134 

18 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

32 

4 

3 

0 

Clutton 

104 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

56 

18 

1 

1 

Dulverton 

17 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65 

2 

1 

0 

Fronie 

21 

34 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

24 

5 

2 

0 

Langport 

12 

15 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

29 

17 

13 

0 

Long  Ashton  ... 

164 

18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

10 

137 

10 

15 

0 

Shepton  Mallet 

53 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22 

1 

2 

0 

Taunton 

70 

9 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

5 

6 

0 

Wellington 

29 

9 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

16 

3 

4 

0 

Wells  . 

7 

4 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

16 

2 

3 

0 

Williton 

8 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

21 

4 

1 

0 

Winranton 

94 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

103 

12 

5 

0 

Yeovil 

83 

10 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

45 

8 

6 

0 

Urban  Districts 

872 

270 

0 

0 

25 

1 

2 

12 

634 

59 

65 

1 

Rural  Districts 

983 

217 

5 

3 

10 

2 

4 

15 

849 

143 

77 

2 

Administrative  County 

1855 

487 

5 

3 

35 

3 

6 

27 

1483 

202 

142 

3 

10 


Prevalence  of,  and  control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

There  have  been  some  changes  in  the  number  of  beds  available  for  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Axbridge  Isolation  Hospital  was  closed  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  acute 
infectious  disease  and  will,  in  future,  be  used  for  the  accommodation  of  female  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  It  is  also  proposed  that  the  Weston-super-Mare  Isolation  Hospital  shall  be  closed  in 
1951. 


As  a  result  of  these  changes  there  will  remain  four  isolation  hospitals  to  serve  the  County, 
namely: — 

Taunton  Isolation  Hospital. 

Claverton  Down  Isolation  Hospital,  Bath. 

Ham  Green  Hospital. 

South  Petherton  Isolation  Hospital. 

These  hospitals  will  accept  all  types  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  including  poliomyelitis. 


The  cases  of  notifiable  disease,  and  their  distribution,  are  shown  in  Table  VI.  Comparison  of 
these  figures  with  those  of  1949  show  that  there  was  a  decrease  of  3,522  notifications  in  respect  of 
measles,  and  that  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  puerperal  pyrexia,  and  pneumonia  remained  at  much  the 
same  level.  Whooping  cough  cases  show  a  considerable  increase,  rising  from  914  in  1949  to  1,483  in 
1950,  as  also  do  notifications  of  poliomyelitis,  which  were  84  last  year  and  for  1950  were  142.  Diph¬ 
theria  cases  were  5  as  compared  with  2  for  the  previous  year. 

Poliomyelitis.  During  1950  there  were  140  confirmed  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  Somerset  and  of 
these  eight  died.  The  number  of  notifications  is  a  high  figure  for  this  County,  being  more  than  twice 
that  for  the  epidemic  year  of  1947.  The  figures  for  the  last  five  years  are  as  follows,  the  number  of 
deaths  being  given  in  brackets  : — 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

With  the  exception  of  1948  these  show  a  steady  rise. 

The  cases  arising  each  month  are  as  follows: — 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Ucc. 

3  1  0  2  0  4  13  27  36  27  17  10 

As  will  be  seen  approximately  three-quarters  of  the  cases  were  notified  during  the  months  of  August 
to  November.  In  nearly  every  instance  admission  to  Isolation  Hospital  was  arranged. 


64  (1) 
34  (5) 
84  (6) 
140  (8) 


The  age  grouping  of  the  140  cases  is  as  follows: — 


Age  Group. 

0—5 
5—10 
10—15 
15—25 
25  upwards 


Males. 

Cases.  Deaths 
18  2 

28  1 

5  0 

11  1 

17  2 


Females. 
Cases.  Deaths. 

18  0 

13  1 

3  0 

10  0 

17  1 
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The  distribution  of  the  cases  was  very  scattered  and  affords  no  help  in  ascertaining  the  medium 
through  which  infection  may  be  spread. 

In  view  of  the  general  position  and  the  high  number  of  notifications,  I  advised  at  the  end  of 
September  that  there  should  be  general  restrictions  throughout  the  administrative  County  on  certain 
operative  work,  including  car,  nose  and  throat  surgery,  dental  surgery,  and  various  forms  of  immuni¬ 
sation.  These  restrictions  were  partially  withdrawn  in  early  December  and  fully  in  January,  1951. 


Orthopaedic  Scheme. 

As  in  previous  years  a  report  on  the  County  Scheme  and  its  work  during  1950  is  given  in  my 
report  for  1950  as  School  Medical  Officer. 


Blind  Persons. 

The  general  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Somerset  Blind  Association  on  behalf  of,  and  with  a  grant 
from,  the  County  Council.  6  Home  Teachers  were  employed  by  the  County  Blind  Association  during 
1950.  There  were  18  Home  Workers  under  the  supervision  of  the  Bristol  Royal  Blind  Asylum  Work¬ 
shops.  At  the  end  of  1950  there  were  1,007  persons  in  the  County  registered  as  blind,  compared  with 
945  at  the  end  of  1949.  Certification  by  a  medical  practitioner  with  special  experience  in  ophthal¬ 
mology  is  required  before  registration. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

The  following  are  the  attendances  of  Somerset  cases  at  the  various  clinics  for  the  past  three 
years.  The  table  distinguishes  between  the  cases  which  are  definitely  venereal  and  those  non- 
venereal  who  attended  for  investigation  and  diagnosis,  the  second  group  figures  being  in  brackets. 


New  Cases 

Attendances 

' 

Increase 

Increase 

Clinic 

or 

or 

1948 

1949 

1950 

decrease 

1948 

1949 

1950 

decrease 

during 

during 

1950 

1950 

Bath 

55  (31) 

102  (36) 

49  (33) 

-  53 

545 

432 

353 

-  79 

Bristol 

153(116) 

143(107) 

102  (78) 

-  41 

1,160 

894 

820 

-  74 

Taunton 

63(113) 

56  (36) 

43  (29) 

-  13 

739 

638 

599 

-  39 

Yeovil 

117  (59) 

90  (62) 

112  (52) 

^  22 

621 

627 

628 

+  1 

Bridgwater  ... 

74  (50) 

115  (58) 

119  (55) 

+  4 

329 

405 

392 

-  13 

Frome 

18  (11) 

14  (11) 

12  (7) 

-  2 

140 

72 

63 

-  9 

Minehead 

26  (6) 

8  (6) 

10  (8) 

+  2 

252 

122 

39 

-  83 

Weston-super-Mare  .. 

102  (29) 

59  (51) 

66  (55) 

+  7 

1,067 

450 

397 

-  53 

Glastonbury 

— 

15  (12) 

4  (0) 

-  11 

— 

28 

3 

-  25 

All  Clinics 

608(415) 

602(379) 

517(317) 

-  85 

4,853 

3,668 

3,294 

-374 

It  will  have  been  noted  that  in  my  report  for  1949  I  continued  to  give,  as  in  this  report,  the 
numbers  of  new  cases  and  attendances  at  clinics,  although,  of  course,  the  responsibility  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  venereal  disease  passed  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  as  from  5th  July,  1948.  With  the 
exception  of  those  at  Bridgwater,  Minehead  and  Frome,  the  clinics  are  now  held  in  hospital  out¬ 
patient  departments,  the  gradual  change-over  having  taken  place  since  the  appointed  day.  It  is  anti¬ 
cipated  that  the  clinics  at  Minehead  and  Frome  wilt  be  closed  shortly  as  the  need  has  fallen  off.  The 
clinic  at  Glastonbury  was  found  to  be  redundant  and  was  closed  in  July. 

Drs.  Fox,  Watson,  and  Stirling,  who  arc  employed  by  the  County  Council,  continue  to  act  as 
medical  officers  for  the  Yeovil,  Bridgwater  and  Taunton  clinics  respectively,  and  in  the  case  of  the 
Bridgwater  clinic  held  at  the  Health  Centre,  Dr.  Watson  is  assisted  by  one  of  the  County  Health 
Visitors. 

The  figures  in  the  table  show  that  coinjiared  with  1949  there  were  85  less  cases  seen  and  374 
fewer  attendances.  Both  cases  and  attendances  have  shown  a  steady  decline  since  the  high  level 
recorded  in  1946,  but  they  are  still  much  higher  than  the  pre-war  average.  New  methods  of  treat¬ 
ment  in  recent  years  have  reduced  sharply  the  average  number  of  attendances  per  case. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

As  I  indicated  in  my  report  last  year  the  Local  Health  Authority,  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  was  left  with  a  residual  resjjonsibility  for  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis  and  for  the 
domiciliary  welfare  of  the  infected.  It  was  clear  at  the  time  that  the  divorcement  of  the  prevention 
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of  tuberculosis  from  its  treatment  would  raise  many  dinicull  problems,  both  practical  and  adminis¬ 
trative.  It  will  be  apparent  to  those  who  knew  the  service  prior  to  the  appointed  day  that  the  linking 
of  prevention,  diagnosis,  and  treatment  was  such  that  to  split  the  administrative  responsibility  might 
make  the  new  arrangements  too  cumbersome  to  work  adequately  or  eliicieiitly  because  of  dual 
authority. 

Control  of  a  Tuberculosis  Seiwice  necessarily  requires  one  person  in  charge  to  advise  and  direct 
on  all  three  branches,  and  to  maintain  a  proper  balance.  Under  the  Act  single  control  is,  of  course, 
no  longer  possible,  but  in  order  to  maintain  some  degree  of  overall  direction  it  has  been  arranged  with 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  that  the  Chest  Physicians,  although  still  their  officers,  are  paid  in  part 
by  the  local  health  authority  and  take  some  part  in  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis  and  the  supervision 
and  welfare  of  the  tubercular  person  living  at  home.  This  arrangement  is  naturally  not  ideal  and  time 
will  tell  what  amendments  may  be  necessary.  There  is,  however,  a  close  liaison  between  myself  and 
the  Senior  Chest  Physician  and  our  working  arrangements  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  are  such 
that  we  are  assured  of  a  great  degree  of  co-operation  in  the  direction  of  the  service,  which  has  resulted 
in  maintaining  its  efficiency.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  much  remains  to  be  done  in  the  field  of 
prevention  and  in  persuading  the  public  to  make  greater  use  of  mass  radiography  facilities  for  early 
detection  of  the  disease,  thereby  limiting  its  effects,  reducing  the  length  of  treatment  required  and, 
what  IS  most  important,  avoiding  having  in  the  community  active  unsuspected  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

As  it  is  not  possible  to  review  properly  the  tuberculosis  work  without  some  reference  to  the 
clinics  and  sanatoria  (although  these  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board)  I  am  con¬ 
tinuing  to  give  details  of  clinic  attendances  and  the  results  obtained  from  in-patient  treatment. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  VH  that  the  tuberculosis  death  rate  has  again  fallen.  In  Table  IX 
may  be  seen  details  of  notifications  and  deaths,  and  a  comparison  with  the  previous  year  shows  that 
there  were  twelve  fewer  pulmonary  notifications  and  an  increase  of  one  in  the  non-pulmonary  notifi¬ 
cations.  The  pulmonary  deaths  decreased  by  31,  but  non-pulmonaiy  deaths  increased  by  3.  Details 
of  Chest  Clinic  attendances  are  given  in  Table  XI  and  again  show  a  very  considerable  increase. 

Clinical  Report  for  1950.  Dr.  Kitcat,  Senior  Chest  Physician,  has  written  the  following  report: — 

The  year  1950  showed  a  large  increase  (6,291)  in  the  attendances  at  Chest  Clinics  in  the  County, 
and  reflects  the  increasing  demands  for  X-ray  investigation. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  found  was  418,  17  less  than  the  previous 
year.  The  increase  in  the  age  group  45-65  noted  in  the  report  for  1949  continued  and  as  a  result 
the  demand  for  long-stay  beds  increased  also. 

As  generally  in  the  country,  the  sanatorium  nursing  situation  continues  to  deteriorate,  particularly 
in  the  smaller  sanatoria,  and  all  our  sanatoria  have  less  staff  than  before,  while  Chard  Sanatorium 
has  been  unable  to  admit  patients  for  long  periods  at  a  time  and  recently  has  been  in  grave  danger 
of  having  to  close  down  owing  to  lack  of  staff.  Wincanton  Sanatorium  also  has  had  periods  when 
admissions  were  not  possible. 

The  general  use  in  suitable  cases  of  Streptomycin  and  P.A.S.  is  proving  a  real  advance  in  treat¬ 
ment  and  is  being  applied  increasingly  in  the  patients’  own  homes  where  conditions  are  satisfactory. 
This  does  not  do  away  with  the  need  for  sanatorium  treatment  but  does  save  some  of  the  sanatorium 
time  and  the  patients  are  when  admitted  often  ready  for  earlier  successful  collapse  treatment. 
Streptomycin  is  not  a  universal  cure  for  tuberculosis  but  some  very  remarkable  improvement  is  seen 
in  many  very  badly  damaged  patients  and  as  a  result  it  is  often  possible  to  carry  out  collapse  and 
operative  treatment  with  hope  of  successful  arrest  of  the  disease  in  patients  who  would,  before  the 
days  of  Streptomycin,  have  been  hopeless  cases. 
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During  1950  also  the  Government  has  inatle  B.C.G.  Vaccine  available.  Inoculation  of  non¬ 
reactors  to  tuberculin  with  this  vaccine  increases  their  resistance  to  tuberculosis  considerably  and  has 
been  used  with  great  success  in  many  countries  of  the  world  for  a  number  of  years.  B.C.G.  inocula¬ 
tion  is  being  offered  to  all  nursing  and  hospital  staffs  and  medical  students,  and  also  to  the  children 
of  homes  where  a  case  of  tuberculosis  has  occurred. 

Mass  Radiography  examination  has  continued  and  as  always  brings  to  light  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  at  such  an  early  stage  that  patients  are  frequently  unaware  that  there  is  anything  wrong 
with  them — much  time  and  damage  is,  therefore,  saved.  Increased  equipment  and  staff  has  now 
made  it  possible  for  an  Annual  Mass  Radiography  Survey  in  all  the  main  centres  in  the  County. 

Summing  up,  therefore,  the  tuberculosis  situation  is  showing  signs  of  improvement  and  there  is 
every  hope  that  this  will  continue,  always  provided  we  can  maintain  our  treatment  beds  in  hospitals 
and  sanatoria.  At  the  moment,  however,  this  appears  to  be  unlikely  unless  there  is  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  nurses  willing  to  do  tuberculosis  work. 


Treatment  by  the  use  of  artificial  pneumothorax  has  been  continued  and  the  cases  dealt  with  are 
shown  in  the  following  table: — 


At  dispensary  or 

At  institutions. 

Total 

home  of  patient. 

Primary  inductions 

1 

65 

66 

Refills  . 

2,060 

6,295 

8,355 

The  new  cases  seen  numbered  3,498  and  were  classified  as  follows; — 

I^ulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

T.B.  Negative 
T.B.  Positive  Stage  1 
T.B.  Positive  Stage  2 
T.B.  Positive  Stage  3 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

Bones  and  Joints  ... 

Abdominal 
Other  Organs 
Peripheral  Glands  ... 

Not  Tuberculous  ... 

Diagnosis  not  complete  on  31st  December,  1950 


213 

20 

133 

52 


10 

8 

14 

31 

—  63 

2,977 

40 


3,498 


During  1950  sanatorium  treatment  was  given  to  553  cases — an  increase  of  96,  and  946  Milk 
Grants  were  made.  Shelters  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  60. 
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Mass  Radiography. 

Although  this  service  is  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  the  work  is  prevention  and  not 
treatment,  and  I  have,  therefore,  obtained  some  information  on  the  Surveys  held  during  1950  in  the 
County.  The  centres  visited  by  the  Unit  were: — 

Chard 

Frome 

Glastonbury 

Ilminster 

Paulton 

Taunton  and  Taunton — Tone  Vale 
Wells 

Yeovil  (three  visits) 

The  number  of  attendances  was  11,247  (male  6,771,  female  4,476)  and  of  this  number  there 
were  68  persons  (44  male,  24  female)  who  had  active  tubercular  conditions — that  is,  slightly  over  six 
per  thousand.  These  active  cases  have  been  dealt  with  by  reference  to  their  own  doctor  of  three,  to 
dispensaiy  53,  and  twelve  by  admission  to  sanatorium. 

There  were  194  inactive  tubercular  conditions  found  and  165  other  non-tubercular  conditions. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  facility  will  have  considerable  use  in  Somerset  during  1951  as  it  is  of  great 
value  in  the  early  detection  of  tuberculosis,  provided  that  the  necessary  co-operation  of  the  public 
can  be  obtained. 
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TABLE  VII 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rates 


Year. 

Phthisis  Death  rates. 

'  Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

Tuberculosis 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  in  a  population  of 
406,000 

Rural. 

Urban. 

County. 

Rural. 

Urban. 

County. 

County. 

Phthisis 

All  Tuberculosis 

1945 

0.32 

0.40 

0.36 

0.06 

0.07 

0.06 

0.426 

141 

173 

194b 

0.32 

0.39 

0.36 

0.10 

0.05 

0.08 

0.436 

145 

177 

1947 

0.29 

0.41 

0.34 

0.11 

0.09 

0.10 

0.443 

140 

180 

1948 

0.28 

0.36 

0.32 

0.08 

0.04 

0.06 

0.377 

129 

153 

1949 

0.23 

0.37 

0.29 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.335 

121 

136 

1950 

0.19 

0.28 

0.23 

0.05 

0.04 

0.04 

0.275 

93 

112 

TABLE  VIII 

New  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  County  during  1950 


Age  Periods 

! 

New 

cases 

Deaths 

'  Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

;  M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

i 

.1  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—5 

4 

11 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

7 

5—10 

■1 

7 

11 

10 

10—15 

■i  ^ 

12 

9 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

15—20 

12 

25 

4 

3 

1 

20—25 

26 

39 

4 

7 

25—35 

.:  67 

64 

9 

10 

29 

23 

3 

2 

35—45 

.;  45 

22 

1 

2 

- 

45—55 

.1  40 

10 

1 

4 

28 

18 

2 

3 

55—65 

.i  31 

7 

3 

1 

65  and  upwards 

9 

9 

0 

0 

6 

5 

1 

1 

Totals 

.|  250 

206 

48 

1 

42 

64 

46 

6 

15 

17 


TABLE  IX 

Tuberculosis  Notifications  and  Deaths,  1950 


URBAN 

OISritlCTS. 

Primary 

cases  notified. 

Deaths 

during  the  year 
from  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Deaths 

during  the  year 

from  other  v^Lrieties 

I  of  Tuberculosis. 

RURAL 

DISTRICTS. 

Primary 
cases  notified. 

Deaths 

during  the  year 

from  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

1  Deaths 

1  during  the  year 

1  from  other  varieties 

1  of  Tuberculosis. 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Pulm. 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Pulm. 

I'ridgwatrr  _ 

32 

3 

1 1 

2 

Axbridge 

25 

6 

8 

0 

Burnham 

6 

3 

0 

0 

Bathavon 

_ 

21 

8 

3 

0 

Chard 

6 

5 

3 

3 

Bridgwater 

.  ^ 

]  5 

5 

2 

0 

Clevedon 

9 

2 

0 

0 

Chard 

0 

1 

2 

0 

Crewkerne  _ 

4 

0 

1 

0 

Clutton 

10 

1 

2 

1 

Frome  _ 

11 

0 

3 

0 

Dulverton 

_ 

8 

0 

0 

0 

Glastonbury  _ _ 

2 

1 

3 

0 

Frome 

8 

0 

2 

0 

llminster 

4 

0 

0 

0 

Langport 

■  , 

12 

1 

2 

2 

Kevi'sham 

11 

0 

1 

0 

Long  Ashton 

. 

35 

4 

6 

3 

Mmehead  _ 

3 

1 

5 

0 

Shepton  Mallet 

6 

0 

4 

0 

Nortoii-Kadstock 

9 

6 

4 

0 

Taunton 

21 

2 

1 

1 

Portishead 

3 

4 

1 

0 

Wellington 

4 

1 

0 

0 

Shepton  Mallet 

6 

1 

1 

0 

Wells 

11 

2 

3 

(J 

Street  _ 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Williton 

8 

4 

7 

2 

Taunton  _ 

43 

9 

8 

2 

Wincanton 

16 

5 

3 

1 

Watchet  _ 

2 

1 

0 

(1 

Yeovil 

10 

1 

2 

2 

Wellington  _ 

8  . 

3 

2 

0 

Wells 

4 

0 

1 

0 

Weston-8-Mare 

52 

3 

11 

0 

Yeovil 

23 

8 

8 

2 

Totals 

243 

49 

63 

9 

Totals 

213 

41 

47 

12 

TABLE  X 

Admissions  to  Sanatoria  during  1950 


Sanatorium. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Quantock 

71 

52 

3 

126 

Chard 

14 

47 

1 

62 

Taunton 

40 

21 

1 

62 

Wincanton  ...  •  . 

30 

_ 

0 

30 

Musgrove  Park 

54 

— 

3 

57 

Compton  Bishop  . 

— 

— 

49 

49 

Bath  Orthopaedic  Hospital  . . . 

1 

8 

9 

18 

Other  non-county  beds 

65 

77 

7 

149 

275 

205 

73 

553 

18 


TABLE  XI 


Chest  Clinic  Attendances 


Bath  (County)  ... 

Bridgwater 

Bristol 

Chard 

Clevcdon 

Glastonbaiy 

Minehead 

Radstock 

Shepton  Mallet  ... 

Taunton 

Weston-super-Mare 

Wincanton 

Yeovil 

Total 


'total  Chest  t'li 

lie  attendances. 

1949. 

1950. 

'  560 

777 

2,792 

3,149 

664 

680 

1,470 

974 

843 

879 

336 

292 

921 

732 

927 

1,129 

139 

150 

6,422 

11,890 

3,123 

3,580 

99 

162 

843 

1,036 

19,139 

25,430 

Quantock  Sanatorium.  The  Medical  Superintendent  has  furnished  the  following  report: — 

The  Sanatorium  has  been  open  for  the  reception  of  111  cases  (66  males  and  45  females)  through¬ 
out  the  year.  During  this  time  126  cases  have  been  admitted,  of  whom  72  were  males  and  54  females. 
134  patients  were  discharged,  72  males  and  62  females.  There  was  1  female  death.  The  average  stay 
for  male  patients  was  349  days  and  for  female  patients  265  days.  This  is  an  average  of  43  weeks  for 
each  patient. 

Artificial  pneumothorax  treatment  was  carried  out  in  all  suitable  cases.  There  were  41  induc¬ 
tions,  1,546  refills  for  patients  and  300  for  out-patients. 

X-ray:  988  films  were  taken  and  2,089  cases  were  screened. 

77  aspirations  (chest  and  abdomen)  were  carried  out. 

9  patients  were  treated  with  streptomycin,  and  40  with  P.A.S.,  while  31  patients  received  the 
two  drugs  together. 

4  cases  were  operated  on  for  Thoracoscopy  and  5  for  Thoracoplasty  at  Frenchay  Hospital. 
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RESULTS  OF  TREATMENT. 


Increases  in  weight  in  lbs. 


Males 
Females  ... 


Less  tlian  14.  14 — 28. 

33  20 

24  16 


28  aiul  over. 

4 

5 


'I'olal 

57 

45 


The  average  gain  in  weight  of 
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102  patients  weighed  on  dischar^ 

57  male  patients  weighed  on  discharge 
45  female  patients  weighed  on  discharge 

The  average  loss  in  weight  of  12  patients  weighed  on  discharge 
11  patients  were  not  weighed  on  discharge,  including  1  who  died. 

(9  patients  weighed  exactly  the  same  on  discharge  as  on  admission) . 


12  lbs.  8  ozs. 
11  lbs.  3  ozs. 
14  lbs.  3  ozs. 

4  lbs.  2  oz. 


Males 

Females 


Working  capacity  of  patients  on  admission  and  discharge. 


Full  Workiiifj 

Caiiac'ity. 

Fit  for 

light  work. 

Admission. 

Discharge. 

Admission 

Discharge. 

0 

8 

0 

13 

0 

2 

0 

11 

Uidit  for  work. 


Admission.  Discharge. 

72  51 

62  49 


On  admission  all  patients  were  unfit  for  any  work.  On  discharge  7.46  per  cent,  of  all  patients 
were  fit  for  full  work;  17.92  per  cent,  for  light  work;  and  74.62  per  cent,  were  unfit  for  work. 

Classification  on  admission  of  patients  discharged  during  1950. 

Tubercle  Bacilli. 


Classification. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

% 

Positive. 

M.  F. 

Negative. 
M.  F. 

Early 

18 

19 

37 

27.62 

9 

9 

9 

10 

Intermediate 

50 

39 

89 

66.41 

28 

19 

22 

20 

Advanced 

4 

4 

8 

5.97 

3 

2 

1 

2 

Complications  presented  by  patients  were: — Asthma,  ischio  rectal  abscess  and  pleural  effusion. 

Chard  Sanatorium.  During  the  year  the  cases  admitted  were  56  pulmonary  and  6  non-pulmonary 
(48  female,  14  male). 

From  the  female  pulmonary  wards  there  were  48  discharges  and  3  deaths  ;  from  the  female 
surgical  wards  3  discharges.  On  the  male  side  there  were  12  pulmonary  cases  discharged  and  2 
deaths. 


X-ray.  345  films  were  taken  and  497  screenings  made.  Collapse  treatment  was  again  used. 
5  inductions  and  497  refills  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Compton  Bishop  Children’s  Home.  During  the  year  27  boys  and  22  girls  were  admitted  and  of 
these  25  boys  and  16  girls  were  under  10  years  of  age.  The  average  stay  for  “definite’'  (notified) 
cases  was  25  weeks,  and  for  observation  cases  24  weeks.  The  discharges  numbered  35,  20  boys  and 
15  girls,  who  will  be  kent  under  regular  supervision  at  the  County  Clinics. 
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Grand  | 

Totals 

22 

QO 

CO 

CN 

o 

o 

o 

TABLE  XII 

Quantock  Sanatorium 

Duration  of  Treatment  and  Condition  on  Discnarge 

Ch. 

— 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O 

lo^ 

o 

o 

Totals 

1 

M.  :  F 

o 

05 

o 

00 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

o 

05 

o 

o 

as 

CO 

o 

o 

- 

o 

More  than 
12  months. 

Ch. 

- 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

- 

o 

-- 

- 

o 

00 

o 

o 

C-I 

o 

o 

o 

o 

- 

o 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

Ch. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

6-12  moi 

It." 

o 

o 

LC 

o 

o 

o 

— 

o 

CO 

CO 

o 

- 

00 

o 

CO 

ic 

o 

o 

- 

o 

3 — 6  months. 

Ch. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

-- 

o 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

M. 

ICI 

o 

<N 

o 

o 

rr 

o 

o 

o 

o 

1-3  months. 

U 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

-- 

o 

o 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

M. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

- 

o 

o 

- 

o 

o 

-- 

o 

C 

.2 
■t:  rS: 

C  •' 
o 

D 

iC 

5 

3 

n 

3 

■N 

3 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 

Died  in 

Institution 

! 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 

Died  in 

Institution 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 

Died  in 

Institution 

\ 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 

Died  in 

Institution 

1 

*snui]^ 
ai  sstJD 

*1  dnojQ 
+  ai  sseio 

•g  dnoj0 
+  aJL  sBBio 

•g  dnoj0 

+  ai  SSB13 

In  23  out  of  69  men  discharged  the  disease  was  quiescent  =  33.33  per  cent.  In  18  out  of  59 
women  discharged  the  disease  was  quiescent  =  30.50  per  cent.  1  patient  (1 — 3  months)  was  dis¬ 
charged  as  not  tuberculous.  This  patient  together  with  5  patients  who  were  at  the  Sanatorium  for 
less  than  28  days,  has  not  been  included  in  the  above  figures. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

Sonic  detail  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  above  Act  is  given  below.  Since  my  last  report 
there  has  been  continued  development  of  the  services  along  the  lines  laid  down  in  the  approved  pro¬ 
posals,  but  this  has  been  limited  by  the  need  for  economy  in  exiienditure. 


Much  of  the  work  requires  close  co-operation  in  matters  of  policy  with  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  and,  in  detail,  with  the  Hospital  Management  Committees,  particularly  as  regards  clinics  and 
those  services  for  which  we  act  as  agents  for  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

A  point  worthy  of  note  in  respect  of  the  Home  Help  Scheme  is  that  for  reasons  of  economy  it  has 
been  necessary  to  stay  the  expansion  of  this  valuable  service,  and  yet,  within  the  limits  of  the  per¬ 
mitted  expenditure,  to  give  adequate  help  where  needed.  A  great  measure  of  success  has  been 
achieved  by  limiting  the  hours  per  case  to  the  necessary  minimum,  thereby  spreading  our  resources  as 
far  as  possible.  I  do  not  think  any  real  distress  has  been  caused  by  this  limitation  and  we  have  been 
able  to  continue  to  give  assistance  to  all  needy  applicants.  The  Home  Help  service  is,  of  course, 
one  in  which  expansion  could  be  almost  continuous  unless  safeguards  are  imposed  to  limit  expen¬ 
diture. 

In  regard  to  the  Ambulance  service,  of  which  very  full  statistics  follow,  I  would  stress  that  this 
is  a  service  where  misuse  of  transport  can  easily  take  place  and  is  often  difficult  to  prevent.  As  will 
be  noted,  the  proposal  for  an  overall  group  system  has  been  accepted  and  this  will  enable  us  to 
maintain  a  much  stricter  control  of  the  service  and  ensure  a  high  degree  of  co-ordination  of  journeys 
with  resulting  economies.  The  service  has,  of  course,  expanded  and  it  is  only  by  careful  control  that 
expenditure  can  be  kept  within  reasonable  bounds. 


Section  21 — Health  Centres. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  previous  reports  1  have  referred  to  preliminary  investigations  carried 
out  regarding  the  possibility  of  the  use  of  Health  Centres  in  Somerset,  and  to  the  fact  that  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  great  enthusiasm  amongst  medical  practitioners  that  such  centres  should  be  provided. 
The  position  has  not  materially  altered  in  the  last  twelve  months,  and  it  seems  improbable  under 
present  conditions  that  there  will  be  any  demand  for  the  development  of  such  centres  in  the  near 
future. 

Possible  sites  have  been  earmarked  where  this  can  be  done  on  existing  County  property,  but 
I  do  not  anticipate  any  advance  from  the  present  position  for  some  considerable  time. 


Section  22 — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Ante-natal  clinics  continue  to  function  at  Taunton,  Weston-super-Mare  and  Yeovil,  and  in  other 
areas  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  scheme  for  two  ante-natal  and  one  post-natal  examination  by  a 
doctor  chosen  by  the  patient  has  continued,  where  the  patient  has  not  arranged  for  maternity  medical 
services  under  the  facilities  of  the  National  Health  Service  Executive  Council.  There  has  been  a  con¬ 
siderable  decrease  in  the  number  of  examinations  made  under  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  scheme 
as  more  patients  avail  themselves  of  the  alternative  provisions. 

Post-natal  clinic  sessions  are  held  at  Taunton  and  post-natal  examinations  are  made  also  at  the 
Yeovil  and  Weston-super-Mare  clinics.  Few  women  apj^reciate  the  need  for  post-natal  care  but  the 
numbers  attending  are  relatively  higher,  and  it  is  hoped  that  gradually  this  essential  health  measure 
will  be  accepted  as  a  matter  of  routine. 
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Year 

No.  of  e; 

uses  exainineil 

No.  of  exaiiiiiiat ions  tnaeJe 

Ihuler  Loe.'il  Ileallli 

Authority’s  Selu-ine 

Aiite-natal 

I’ost-iiJital 

Ante-natal 

I'ost-nata 

1945 

_ 

. — 

1,845 

210 

1946 

1,636 

228 

2,135 

233 

1947 

1,878 

229 

2,390 

294 

1948 

2,306 

450 

2,776 

456 

1949 

1,432 

483 

1 ,944 

507 

1950 

936 

355 

1,234 

357 

Attendances  at  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics.  The  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  and  post¬ 
natal  clinics  during  ld50  were  as  follows: — 


Women 

al  tendin^^ 

New  ('as 

C*S 

Total  Alt 

emianees 

Antc-Nal  al 

IN.st-Nalal 

AiiU’-Natal 

,\iitc-Na(al 

I’lisl -Natal 

Taunton 

496 

60 

394 

60 

1,964 

69 

Weston-super-Mare  ... 

214 

35 

167 

5 

733 

40 

Yeovil 

255 

16 

158 

15 

569 

31 

Unmarried  mothers.  Applications  from  unmarried  mothers,  for  assistance,  are  investigated  by 
an  Area  Assistant  Nursing  Superintendent  who  reports  fullv  on  the  needs  of  the  case  and  ante-natal 
and/or  post-natal  accommodation  is  arranged,  if  necessary.  Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the 
County  ('hildren’s  Oflicer  and  the  County  Welfare  Officer,  and  also  with  Moral  Welfare  Associations, 
to  whom  are  referred  certain  cases,  and  whose  help  is  appreciated. 

Braeside,  Chard,  was  opened  in  September,  1950,  as  a  hostel  for  unmarried  mothers  with  or 
without  their  babies.  Six  adult  beds  and  six  cots  are  available,  and  have  been  of  great  value  in 
housing  and  rehabilitating  those  girls  who  have  been  turned  out  of  their  own  homes,  pending  a 
decision  as  to  their  future.  A  charge  is  made  for  residence  in  accordance  with  an  approved  scale  on 
assessment  of  income. 

A  House  Committee  lias  been  appointed  and  meets  quarterly  in  addition  to  visiting  the  hostel 
from  time  to  time. 

In  special  instances  residential  accommodation  has  been  arranged  in  other  areas,  where  places 
could  not  be  offered  within  the  County. 

Birth  Control.  Advice  on  birth  control  is  given  where  medical  reasons  render  it  necessary,  and 
during  the  year  such  assistance  was  given  in  78  cases,  12  of  whom  were  referred  to  voluntary  clinics 
and  the  remainder  to  medical  {)ractitioners  who  undertake  such  work  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Maternity  Accommodation.  The  County  Health  Department  continues  to  investigate  applications 
for  admission  to  hospital  for  social  reasons  and  to  arrange  hospital  ac'commodation  where  necessary. 
Of  3,175  applications  received  during  the  year,  2,969  were  allocated  maternity  beds,  and  68  of  the 
remainder  were  provided  with  Home  Helps. 

The  high  demand  for  institutional  confmement  a|)pears  to  be  due  largely  to  the  financial  aspect — 
hospital  facilities  and  maintenance  being  provided  free  of  charge,  whereas  in  the  case  of  a  home 
continement,  the  cost  of  a  Home  Helj)  must  be  met  by  the  patient. 

Maternal  Mortality.  During  1950,  there  were  12  deaths  due  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor¬ 
tion,  giving  a  rate  of  1.67  i)er  1,000  births  as  compared  with  1.11  per  1,000  births  in  1949. 
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Dental  Care — Report  of  the  Senior  Dental  Officer.  Allliough  the  provision  ol  denial  treatment 
for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  i)re-school  children  has  been  maintained  during  the  year  it  has, 
unfortunately,  been  impossible  to  improve  or  extend  the  scope  of  the  service  owing  to  the  continued 
shortage  of  dental  staff. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the  Dental  Whitley  Council’s  recommendations  for  Dental 
OHicers’  salaries  have  just  been  received  and  when  adopted  these  may  improve  the  staff  position,  but 
the  prospect  is  not  very  good  as  the  scales  have  done  little  to  narrow  the  wide  gap  in  remuneration 
between  the  School  Dental  Officer  and  the  dentist  in  private  practice. 

Two  more  dental  clinics  have  been  completed  during  the  year,  one  at  Wellington  and  the  other 
at  Crewkerne.  Unfortunately  we  shall  be  able  to  use  these  only  to  a  very  limited  extent  for  the 
time  being,  owing  to  the  lack  of  staff,  as  both  of  these  are  situated  in  uncovered  areas. 


((/)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care — 

Examined. 

Needing 

r  rented. 

Mad'e 

treatment. 

dentally  fit. 

Expectant  and  nursing  mothers 

312 

274 

240 

222 

Children  under  5 

584 

523 

580 

501 

The  apparent  inconsistencies  in  the  figures  for 

“Children  under  5’’  are 

due  to  the 

fact  that  the 

figures  in  the  first  two  columns  represent  patients 

inspected  during  1950,  while  those 

in  the  third 

and  fourth  columns  include  some  patients  who  were  inspected  in  1949,  but 

were  not 

treated  until 

1950. 

(b)  Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided — 

Extrac-  AnapUiel  ics 

Fillings  Scalings 

Silver  Drc 

strings  Radio¬ 

tions  Local 

General 

or 

Nitrate 

graphs 

Scalings 

Ireatnienl 

and  gum 

\  reatment 

Expectant  and  nursing  mothers  689  89 

196 

428  85 

1 

51  3 

Children  under  5  ...  ...  574  5 

97 

319  4 

233 

48  1 

Dentures  provided  : 

Complete  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Partial  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 


Total  ...  155 


The  number  of  sessions  devoted  to  this  service  by  the  County  Dental  Officers  totalled  131. 

Care  of  Children.  Health  visiting  ol  children  in  their  own  homes  is  carried  out  by  full-time 
Health  Visitors  in  urban  areas,  and  by  members  of  the  Nursing  Services  undertaking  combined  work 
in  rural  areas.  A  total  of  76,605  visits  to  children  under  one  year  and  108,667  visits  to  children  from 
1 — 5  years  were  paid  during  the  year. 

Child  Welfare  Centres.  Seven  new  centres  were  opened  during  the  year  at  Bishops  Lydeard, 
Castle  Cary,  Nether  Stowey,  Trull,  Watchet,  Whitchurch  and  Wincanton,  making  a  total  of  88  in  the 
I'County. 
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District  Nursing  Associations  have  been  invitei.1  to  form  committees  for  new  centres  and  their 
helpful  co-operation  has  been  of  very  great  value.  All  centres  are  administered  by  voluntary  com¬ 
mittees,  and  once  again  1  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  their  enthusiasm  and  that  of  their  voluntary  helpers. 
Supervisory  visits  to  centres  are  paid  by  senior  medical  and  nursing  personnel,  and  additional  erjuip- 
ment  and  other  improvements  are  advised  as  required. 

Educational  work  in  centres  has  been  extended  during  the  past  year,  and  the  co-operation  of  the 
Homecraft  Teaching  section  of  the  Education  Committee  has  been  much  appreciated. 

Statistics  for  all  centres  for  1950  are: — 

Sessions  held  New  eases  Total  eases  in  attendanee  .•\ttendanees 

at  end  of  year 

Under  1  1 — 5  years  Under  1  1 — 5  years  Under  1  1 — 5  years 

2,234  4,001  1,763  2,737  5,805  41,566  28,121 

The  Child  Welfare  Services  have  been  extended  during  the  year  by  liaison  between  the  paedia¬ 
tricians  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  medical  officei's  of  welfare  centres.  A  meeting  of 
members  of  the  staff  of  child  welfare  centres  in  the  southern  part  of  the  County  was  held  at  Taunton 
in  November  and  was  addressed  by  the  consultant  paediatricians  of  the  area.  County  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  attend  paediatric  out-patients’  sessions  periodically.  This  link  between  the 
Paediatric  and  Local  Health  Authority  staff  is  of  great  value  in  maintaining  contact  between  the  pre¬ 
ventive  and  curative  services  and  members  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  medical  staff  appreciate 
the  privilege  of  this  arrangement. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants.  All  midwives  are  instructed  to  try  to  secure  admission  to  hospital  of 
mothers  whose  duration  of  pregnancy  appears  to  be  less  than  37 — 38  weeks.  Where  premature  births 
occur  at  home,  and  when  premature  infants  return  home  from  hospital,  special  domiciliary  super¬ 
vision  is  provided  by  Area  Assistant  Nursing  Superintendents  with  special  training  in  the  care  of 
premature  infants.  Essential  equipment  is  held  centrally  for  loan  where  necessary,  and  Home  Helps 
are  provided  as  required. 


Premature  births  in  Maternity  Units  .  ...  232 

Domiciliary  premature  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Admitted  to  hospital  after  birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Born  and  nursed  entirely  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Neo-natal  deaths  of  premature  infants  born  and  nursed  entirely 

at  home  ...  .  .  4 


Day  Nurseries.  The  system  of  priorities  for  admission  to  day  nurseries  has  continued  and 
Nursery  Committees  have  met  quarterly  for  the  purpose  of  considering  applications  and  allocating 
places. 


The  day  nursery  places  provided  are 


Bridgwater  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Keynsham  .  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  20 

Frome  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Taunton  ...  ...  .  ...  .  ...  45 

Weston-super-Mare  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  33 


As  from  5th  June,  1950,  the  charge  made  for  meals  for  children  attending  day  nurseries  was 
increased  from  1/-  to  l/6d.  for  a  full  day  and  6d.  to  9d.  for  a  half  day. 
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Convalescence.  Eight  children  under  5  years  of  age  in  need  of  convalescent  care  were  admitted 
to  Brooinhaycs  Nursery,  Westward  Ho,  and  contributions  were  recovered  from  the  parents  on  assess¬ 
ment  in  accordance  with  the  County  scale. 


Special  Supervision  of  Children.  During  1950,  590  children  requiring  special  supervision,  care 
or  treatment  were  referred  to  the  Health  Department  by  Infant  Visitors. 


1.  Orthopaedic  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  308 

2.  Eye — 

Blindness  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  4 

Other .  .  54 

3.  Ear,  nose  and  throat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

4.  Various  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

5.  Neglect  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  11 

6.  Mental  retardation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

7.  Debility  :  prematurity  ;  feeding  difficulties  ...  ...  ...  74 


590 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  During  1950,  3  cases  were  notified,  tw^o  of  which  were  sent  to 
hospital.  The  distribution  of  the  cases  in  districts  is  shown  in  Table  VI. 


Sections  23  and  25 — Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Services. 

Details  of  District  Staff  employed,  December,  1950. 

On  permanent  districts — 


Queen's  nurse-midwives  with  H.V.  certificate  ...  ...  ...  35 

Queen’s  nurse-midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M .  18 

S.E.A.N.,  S.C.M .  31 

Queen’s  district  nurses  ...  ...  .  3 

S.C.M.  .  1 

S.E.A.N .  1 


169 

Emergency  Staff — 


Queen’s  nurse-midwives  with  H.V.  certificate  ...  ...  ...  3 

Queen’s  nurse-midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Nurse-mid  wives  with  H.V.  certificate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M .  9 

S.E.A.N.,  S.C.M .  17 

S.C.M.  .  1 

S.R.N.  .  2 

Queen’s  district  nurses  ...  ...  .  1 


47 
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Summary  of  District  Nursc/Midwives’  Work. 


..  317,716 
..  34,445 
..  28,289 
..  35,214 
..  53,084 
..  3,105 

..  147,324 

Child  Welfare  Sessions  ...  ...  ...  3,294 

School  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  585 


Number  of  cases  attended — 
Medical 

Surgical  . 

Midwifery 
Maternity 
Miscarriage 
Gas  and  Air 


Number  of  visits  made — 
13,668  General  nursing 

6,455  Midwifery 

1,659  Maternity 

1,325  Ante-natal 

371  Casual 

1,527  School  Children 

Infants 


The  number  of  occasions  on  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of 
the  Central  Midwives’  Board  was  880. 


Special  Training  Courses. 


Queen’s  District  Training  ... 

Completed. 
.  10 

Still  in  Training 
1 

Midwifery  Training 

.  15 

8 

Health  Visitors’  Training 

Combined  Queen’s  and  H.V.  Training  ... 

.  4 

11 

.  2 

2 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 

.  23 

— 

The  training  of  nurse-midwives  in  the  use  of  analgesics  has  continued  at  the  Mary  Stanley 
Home,  Bridgwater,  at  Bristol  Maternity  Hospital  and  St.  Martin’s  Hospital,  Bath.  176  nurses  are 
now  fully  trained  in  this  work. 

The  supervision  of  the  Midwifery  and  Nursing  Services  continues  to  be  undertaken  by  the  senior 
medical  staff,  the  Nursing  Officer,  her  deputy  and  five  area  assistants,  who  undertake  also  stich 
special  enquiries  as  are  required  in  respect  of  still-births,  neo-natal  deaths,  ophthalmia,  puerperal 
pyrexia,  premature  infants,  and  unmarried  mothers. 


The  number  of  permanent  nursing  staff  shows  little  change  from  the  previous  year,  and  is  still 
considerably  short  of  the  number  required.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  difficulty,  previously  experi¬ 
enced,  in  finding  suitable  accommodation  for  district  nurse/midw'ives. 

Several  local  housing  authorities  have,  during  the  year,  allocated  a  Council  house  for  the  use  of 
the  district  nurse/midwife.  The  Ministry  of  Health  has  agreed  in  principle  to  the  erection  of  houses 
for  nurses  at  Clutton,  Cheddar,  Portishead,  Hatch  Beauchamp  and  Pensford,  and  negotiations  are 
in  progress  for  the  acquisition  of  sites  in  these  places. 


The  state  of  housing  accommodation  at  the  end  of  the  year  may  be  summarised  as  follows: — 

Owned  by  County  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Owned  by  District  or  County  Nursing  Association  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Leased  by  District  Nursing  Association  or  County  Council — 

(a)  from  private  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

{b)  from  local  authorities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 
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The  Count}'  and  District  Nursing  Associations  have  continued  to  improve  houses  owned  by  them 
and  rented  to  the  County  Council  ancl  to  provide  furniture. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  132  motor  cars  were  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  by  the  District 
Nursing  Associations  for  the  transport  of  district  nurses. 

I  would  put  on  record  again  the  indebtedness  of  the  Local  Authority  to  the  County  and  District 
Nursing  Associations  for  their  continued  help  and  interest,  given  ungrudgingly,  and  appreciated 
throughout  the  County.  The  maintenance  of  local  interest  in  the  Nursing  Services  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  and  does  much  to  increase  their  efficiency. 


Section  24 — Health  Visiting. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Health  Visiting  staff  consisted  of  one  superintendent  and  34  full-time 
health  visitors. 

In  order  to  further  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  proposal  to  aim  at  a  single  nursing  service  in 
the  County,  19  health  visitor  scholarships  have  been  awarded.  46  district  nurse-midwives  are  now 
tlualified  health  visitors. 

A  full-time  tuberculosis  visitor  has  been  appointed  to  Weston-super-Mare  area  for  clinic  and  home 
visiting  duties. 

In  addition  to  the  full  range  of  home  visiting  and  clinic  work  formerly  undertaken,  health 
visitors  assist  at  the  breathing  exercises  clinics  recently  established  for  children  suffering  from  asthma 
and  other  defects. 


The  follow-up  of  tuberculosis  contacts  has  been  assiduously  maintained  and  the  introduction  of 
B.C.G.  vaccination  has  added  to  the  duties  of  health  visitors  who  undertake  some  of  the  preliminary 
investigations. 


Their  work  has  been  extended  further  to  cover  the  family  as  a  whole,  particularly  with  reference 
to  the  care  of  old  people  in  their  own  homes. 


Total  No.  of  Visits  made  by  Health  Visitors 

Ante-natal  ...  ...  ...  .  . 

Tuberculosis — Home 
School  children — Home  ... 

Orthopaedic — Home 

Special  Visits  including  care  and  after-care . 

Infants — 

Under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  .  . 

1 — 5  years  . 


...  1,047 
...  11,608 
...  5,764 
...  2,422 
...  2,170 


...  14,531 
...  23,417 


Post-graduate  Courses.  In  May,  1950,  a  three  day  post-graduate  course  for  midwives,  nurses 
and  health  visitors  was  held  at  the  Shire  Hall,  Taunton.  The  course  was  on  the  lines  of  that  held 
last  year  and  was  fully  attended  and  proved  of  great  value  to  the  staff. 


Twenty  members  of  the  nursing  and  health  visiting  staff  attended  Refresher  courses  during  the 
year. 
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Section  26 — Vaccination  and  Immunisation, 

Vaccination.  The  figures  for  primary  vacciiialioii  of  the  “under  fives”  show  a  slight  improve- 
uient  on  last  year,  there  being  a  total  of  1,890  as  against  1,556  in  1949.  The  percentage  of  those 
vaccinated  in  relation  to  the  potential  has  therefore  moved  up  from  19  to  23. 

Reference  to  the  tables  shows  the  very  uneven  distribution  of  vaccination.  The  comparatively 
high  iigure  for  Long  Ashton  Rural  District  may  be  explained  by  its  proximity  to  Bristol  but  it  appears 
that  in  some  of  the  smaller  urban  districts  a  vaccinated  child  is  becoming  almost  a  rarity. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation.  1950  showed  a  marked  deterioration  as  regards  this  important  service. 
Comparison  of  primary  immunisation  of  the  “under  fives”  with  the  total  births  of  the  previous  year 
shows  that  only  51  per  cent,  were  immunised,  as  against  66  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year.  70  per 
cent,  of  the  total  births  may  be  regarded  as  a  satisfactory  immunisation  ratio. 

This  decline  is  not  confined  to  Somerset,  as  the  following  national  figures  indicate: — 

Yearly  average  1946-50  .  633,744 

Total  1949  .  693,441 

Total  1950  .  517,436 

The  reduction  was  particularly  marked  in  the  second  half  of  the  year: — 

Total  primary  immunisations  for  1st  half-year  .  ...  305,529 

2nd  . 211,907 

This  fall  is  probably  due  to  the  fear  that  during  times  of  poliomyelitis  epidemics,  inoculation 
may  tend  to  precipitate  a  paralytic  form  of  the  disease.  National  returns  indicate  that,  whilst  in  an 
epidemic  area  there  may  be  an  occasional  connection  between  recent  immunisation  and  the  onset  of 
paralysis,  nevertheless  there  is  strong  evidence  that  the  risk  of  immunisation  when  poliomyelitis  is 
not  rife  in  the  neighbourhood  is  infinitesimal. 

Experience  on  the  Continent,  on  Tyneside  and  in  Dundee,  showed  that  any  marked  drop  in 
immunisation  was  followed  by  the  recurrence  of  diphtheria  on  a  large  scale  and  in  virulent  form. 
There  is  a  further  factor  that  the  very  success  of  the  immunisation  campaign  in  the  last  ten  years 
may  have  created  a  false  feeling  of  security. 

It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  there  must  be  no  easing  of  the  efforts  to  attain  a  70  per  cent,  immuni¬ 
sation  ratio  and  that  the  suspension  of  immunisation  as  a  result  of  the  occurrence  of  poliomyelitis 
should  be  confined  to  the  actual  areas  where  the  incidence  of  the  poliomyelitis  is  unduly  high. 

The  value  of  the  immunisation  service  is  once  again  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  there  were  only 
5  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  County  during  the  year,  three  adults  and  two  being  babies  aged  11  months 
and  14  months.  None  of  these  was  immunised. 
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VACCINATION 

Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated)  in  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950 

RURAL  DISTRICTS 


Age  Groups 


District. 

Under  1 

1  to  4 

5  to  14 

15  or 

over 

Totals 

P. 

R. 

P. 

R. 

P. 

R. 

R. 

P. 

R. 

AxhridKC 

44 

1 

65 

1 

13 

8 

12 

41 

134 

51 

Bathavon 

22 

0 

48 

2 

11 

5 

5 

24 

86 

31 

Bridgwater 

23 

0 

22 

3 

5 

1 

6 

12 

56 

16 

Chard  . 

18 

1 

24 

0 

0 

2 

1 

7 

43 

10 

Clutton 

13 

0 

29 

1 

3 

0 

3 

16 

48 

17 

Dulvcrton 

18 

0 

11 

0 

0 

2 

1 

10 

30 

12 

Prome 

14 

0 

30 

0 

2 

0 

4  > 

7 

50 

7 

Langport 

24 

0 

34 

0 

1 

5 

2 

19 

61 

24 

Long  Ashton 

34 

0 

127 

2 

15 

8 

20 

36 

196 

46 

Shejjton  Mallet 

6 

0 

11 

0 

1 

2 

0 

3 

18 

5 

Taunton 

29 

0 

38 

0 

5 

5 

3 

10 

75 

15 

Wellington 

15 

0 

34 

1 

4 

2 

3 

5 

56 

8 

Wells  . 

11 

0 

15 

2 

3 

0 

1 

9 

30 

11 

Williton 

35 

0 

27 

1 

2 

4 

3 

14 

67 

19 

W incanton 

66 

0 

81 

1 

7 

4 

10 

21 

164 

26 

Yeovil 

66 

0 

66 

7 

0 

3 

0 

21 

1 

132 

31 

1 

Totals 

438 

1 

2 

662 

1 

21 

72 

51 

74 

255 

1,246 
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URBAN  DISTRICTS 
Age  Groups 


District. 

Under  1 

1  to  4  j 

5  to 

14 

15  or 

over 

Totals 

P. 

R. 

1 

R.  ; 

P. 

R. 

P. 

R, 

P. 

R. 

Bridgwater 

10 

0 

13 

1 

5 

0 

5 

13 

33 

14 

Burnham 

20 

0 

23 

1 

4 

2 

5 

32 

52 

35 

Chard 

23 

1 

35 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

59 

4 

Clevedon 

26 

0 

36 

1 

11 

8 

5 

11 

78 

20 

Crewkerne 

33 

1 

22 

0 

1 

2 

3 

5 

59 

8 

Frome 

4 

0 

15 

1 

0 

0 

2 

7 

21 

8 

Glastonbury 

4 

0 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

13 

4 

Ilminster 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

Keynsham  ... 

11 

0 

10 

0 

1 

0 

3 

6 

25 

6 

Minehead 

24 

0 

11 

4 

0 

2 

12 

45 

47 

51 

Norton  Radstock 

4 

0 

14 

0 

2 

0 

11 

6 

31 

6 

Portishead  ... 

8 

0 

20 

0 

15 

3 

19 

34 

62 

37 

Shepton  Mallet 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Street 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

3 

5 

3 

Taunton 

49 

0 

54 

2 

11 

4 

8 

36 

122 

42 

Watchet 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Wellington  ... 

18 

0 

25 

0 

5 

2 

9 

9 

57 

11 

Wells 

6 

1 

6 

0 

4 

0 

4 

7 

20 

8 

Weston-super-Mare 

37 

0 

51 

2 

3 

7 

20 

51 

111 

60 

Yeovil 

84 

0 

75 

1 

4 

2 

2 

31 

165 

34 

Totals 

363 

3 

427 

13 

68 

33 

111 

303 

969 

352 

County  Totals 

801 

5 

1,089 

34 

140 

84 

185 

558 

2,215 

681 

P.  =  Primary  Vaccination. 


R.  =  Re-vacci  nation. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Local  Sanitary  District. 

Total  primary 
immunisations 
1950 

Total 

reinforcements 

in  1950 

Total 

Live  Births 
1949 

0-4  yrs. 

5-14  yrs. 

Itl'RAL. 

•Axliiiilpc 

200 

34 

175 

427 

Hathavon 

231 

8 

254 

427 

Driilgwatcr 

158 

45 

135 

349 

Chard 

88 

2 

17 

197 

Glutton 

165 

3 

40 

295 

Diilverton 

31 

2 

23 

76 

Frome 

77 

1 

12 

186 

Langport 

123 

23 

107 

242 

I.ong  Ashton 

193 

17 

196 

430 

Shcpton  Mallet  ... 

56 

1 

28 

165 

Taunton 

88 

4 

133 

303 

Wellington 

70 

3 

50 

152 

Wells  . 

72 

15 

47 

189 

Williton 

85 

0 

29 

158 

Wincanton 

210 

1 

86 

284 

Yeovil 

282 

5 

227 

364 

Totals 

... 

2,129 

164 

1,559 

4,244 

URBAN. 

Bridgwater 

171 

79 

102 

467 

Burnham-on-Sea 

50 

47 

121 

121 

Chard 

50 

20 

128 

99 

Clevedon 

... 

113 

4 

63 

151 

Crewkerne 

58 

2 

148 

71 

Frome 

100 

0 

53 

167 

Glastonbury 

49 

6 

39 

88 

Ilminster 

10 

3 

105 

51 

Keynsham 

86 

1 

136 

107 

Minehead 

67 

8 

49 

88 

Norton  Radstock 

128 

18 

145 

206 

Portishead 

24 

11 

56 

84 

Shepton  Mallet  ... 

26 

2 

4 

83 

Street 

44 

2 

26 

93 

Taunton 

274 

57 

355 

612 

Watchet 

24 

0 

25 

49 

Wellington 

46 

18 

69 

112 

Wells  . 

25 

4 

40 

91 

Weston-super-Mare 

311 

67 

334 

562 

Yeovil 

239 

34 

172 

374 

Totals 

•  .  • 

1,895 

383 

2,170 

3,676 

County  Totals 

... 

4,024 

547 

3,729 

7,920 
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Section  27 — Ambulance  Service. 

The  two  principal  alterations  in  this  Service  during  the  year  under  review  are  the  transfer  of  a 
measure  of  financial  responsibility  from  County  Borough  Local  Health  Authorities  to  County  Local 
Health  Authorities  and  the  establishment  of  the  group  system  of  journey  control. 

National  Health  Service  (Amendment)  Act,  1949.  This  Act  came  into  operation  on  16th  Decem¬ 
ber,  1949,  and  Section  24  transfers  the  financial  liability  for  the  conveyance  of  cases  on  discharge 
from  hospital  from  the  sending  authority  to  the  receiving  authority  whilst  leaving  with  the  former  the 
responsibility  of  providing  the  necessary  transjjort.  The  patient  must  have  been  resident  in  a  hospital 
in  the  area  of  the  sending  authority  for  a  period  of  not  exceeding  three  calendar  months  and  have 
travelled  to  that  hospital  for  the  purpose  ot  receiving  treatment  from  an  address  within  the  area  of 
the  receiving  authority. 

This  has  placed  an  additional  cost  on  County  Local  Health  Ambulance  Services  which  now  have 
to  reimburse  County  Borough  Services  the  cost  of  conveying  cases  from  the  area  of  the  latter  to 
County  areas.  In  this  County  the  payments  have  been  mainly  for  patients  sent  from  Somerset  to 
Bristol  and  Bath  for  treatment,  and  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950,  the  respective  pay¬ 
ments  to  these  authorities  were  approximately: — 

£  s.  d. 

Bath  City  ...  ...  ...  ...  870  0  0 

Bristol  City .  1,180  0  0 

Although,  as  stated  above,  the  responsibility  for  transport  still  remains  with  the  sending  authority, 
the  utmost  co-operation  has  been  achieved  with  both  Bristol  and  Bath  Ambulance  Services  who  make 
every  endeavour  to  allow  Somerset  vehicles  to  bring  back  Somerset  cases  and  thus  save  the  cost  which 
would  be  entailed  in  using  their  own  vehicles. 


The  County  Councils’  Association,  in  conjunction  with  other  interested  parties,  is  now  consider¬ 
ing  the  question  of  amending  legislation  which  would  permit  a  local  health  authority  to  make  its  own 
arrangements  to  convey  cases  from  the  area  of  another  authority  if  it  so  desired. 

Establishment  of  Group  Control.  The  principle  of  group  control  was  approved  in  May,  1949, 
and  the  first  group  commenced  to  operate  in  March,  1950,  and  covered  the  Weston-super-Mare  area. 
The  primary  object  of  group  control  is  the  co-ordination  of  transport  requests  so  as  to  enable  the 
maximum  use  to  be  made  of  vehicles  by  combining  journeys  and  prevent  the  considerable  amount  of 
overlapping  which  occurred  under  the  former  system  of  individual  Station  control. 

To  accomplish  this  the  County  has  been  divided  into  four  areas  each  in  charge  of  an  Ambulance 
Group  Officer  assisted  by  a  clerk/telephonist. 


The  following  shows  the  areas  proposed; — 

No.  1,  Taunton  Area.  Ambulance  Group  Officer — Mr.  J.  H.  Dunn. 

Group  Headquarters — Ambulance  Station,  Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  Taunton. 


Stations — 

Taunton 

Bridgwater 

Wellington 

Minehead 

Watchet 


B.R.C.S. 

S.J.A.B. 

S.J.A.B. 

S.J.A.B. 

S.J.A.B. 


Wiveliscombe  B.R.C.S. 

Chard  S.J.A.B. 

Ilminster  B.R.C.S. 

Langport  Ambulance  Committee 
Taunton  Isolation  Hospital 
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No.  2,  Weston-super-Mare  Area.  Ambulance  Group  Officer — Mr.  C.  T.  H.  Howe. 


Group  Headquarters — Ambulance  Station,  4i  Oxford  Street,  Weston-super-Mare. 


Stations — 

Weston-s.-Mare  S.J.A.B. 
Highbridge  S.J.A.B. 

Cheddar  S.J.A.B. 

Wedmore  S.J.A.B. 


Churchill  B.R.C.S. 

Clevedon  S.J.A.B. 

Portishead  S.J.A.B. 

Isolation  Hospital  Area  cases 


No.  3,  Glastonbury  Area.  Ambulance  Group  Officer — Mr.  H.  J.  Davey. 
Group  Headquarters — 5  High  Street,  Glastonbury. 


Stations — 

Glastonbury  S.J.A.B. 

Shepton  Mallet  B.R.C.S. 

Wells  S.J.A.B. 

Frome  S.J.A.B. 


Norton-Radstock  Joint 
Timsbury  S.J.A.B. 

Farrington  Gurney  B.R.C.S. 
Isolation  Ambulance  for  area  cases 


No.  4,  Yeovil  Area.  Ambulance  Group  Officer — Mr.  C.  J.  Hutton. 

Group  Headquarters — Summerlands  Hospital,  Yeovil. 

Stations — 

Yeovil  B.R.C.S.  Crewkerne  B.R.C.S. 

Castle  Cary  B.R.C.S.  South  Petherton  Isolation  Hospital 

In  the  light  of  the  experience  gained  in  Group  2  the  Council  agreed  to  the  establishment  of 
Groups  1,  3  and  4,  and  they  will  commence  to  function  on  1st  January,  1951. 

I  think  that  with  the  establishment  of  these  additional  groups  there  will  be  a  marked  reduction 
in  mileage  as  compared  with  the  cases  carried  although  there  is  as  yet  no  suggestion  that  a  peak  has 
been  reached  in  the  number  of  cases  carried  during  any  one  month. 


Friendly  relations  are  being  established  between  Doctors  and  Nursing  staff  of  Hospitals  and  the 
Group  Officers,  and,  with  a  view  to  economy  in  the  use  of  transport,  appointments  are  altered  and 
re-arranged  so  as  to  bring  cases  from  outlying  areas  to  Clinics,  etc.,  on  the  same  days  and  times. 
The  comfort  of  the  patient  is  the  first  consideration  and  provided  sufficient  information  is  given  when 
transport  is  requested  there  should  be  no  cause  for  complaint  in  this  connection.  Again,  drivers  and 
attendants  have  been  instructed  to  contact  the  Group  Officer  if  in  any  instance  it  appears  to  them  that 
suitable  transport  is  not  being  provided. 


It  was  originally  intended  to  have  six  Group  Control  areas  in  Somerset,  but  it  is  anticipated  that 
those  to  be  established  will  cover  the  County  satisfactorily. 


Statistics.  The  tables  show  an  increase  in  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year  compared  with 
that  of  1949  as  follows: — 


1949  1950 


Cases 

Mileage 

Cases 

Mileage 

Ambulances  ... 

...  20,876 

360,661 

25,685 

388,318 

Sitting-case  vehicles  ... 

...  35,000 

744,658 

51,797 

871r396 

Totals 

...  55,876 

1,105,319 

77,482 

1,259,714 
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It  is,  however,  interesting  to  note  that,  partly  as  a  result  of  the  Group  established  at  Weston- 
super-Mare  and  the  work  at  County  Hall  where  journeys  to  Bath,  Bristol,  Exeter  and  later  Taunton 
Hospitals  were  co-ordinated,  the  average  distance  travelled  per  patient  for  the  year  fell.  The  details 
are: — 

1949  1950 

Ambulances  ...  ...  ...  ...  17.3  miles  15.1  miles 

Sitting-case  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  21.2  miles  16.8  miles 

Staff.  The  number  of  full-time  paid  personnel  employed  on  31st  December,  1950,  was  42  as 
shown  in  Table  XHI,  and  represents  an  increase  of  6  over  the  previous  year. 

The  voluntary  effort  contributed  by  the  Brigade  and  the  Society  has  again  proved  most  valuable 
and  has  made  it  possible  to  maintain  the  Service  with  a  minimum  of  paid  staff. 

Vehicles.  New  vehicles  received  were  allocated  to  the  following  Stations: — 

Ambulances — 

S.J.A.B. — Frome. 

B.R.C.S. — Castle  Cary,  Shepton  Mallet,  Taunton  (2)  and  Yeovil. 

Sitting-case  Ambulances — 

S.J.A.B.  — W  eston-super-Mar  e . 

Sitting-case  Cars — 

S.J.A.B. — Minehead. 

B.R.C.S. — Shepton  Mallet  and  Yeovil. 

Churchill  (second-handcar). 

In  November  a  new  type  of  sitting-case  ambulance  was  delivered  to  the  Weston-super-Mare 
Ambulance  Station.  This  vehicle  has  a  special  body  built  by  Messrs.  Appleyard  of  Leeds,  Limited, 
on  a  “Morris’'  16  h.j).  chassis.  The  body  is  designed  to  carry  in  comfort  seven  sitting  cases  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  driver,  or  five  sitting  cases,  one  stretcher  case,  and  the  driver.  This  type  of  vehicle,  being 
an  ambulance  with  provision  tor  a  stretcher,  is  eligible  for  refund  of  Purchase  Tax  (£84  10s.  lOd.) 
and  also  for  the  issue  of  a  free  licence.  The  vehicle  has  been  found  extremely  useful  and  a  further 
four  of  the  same  type  have  been  authorised. 

Hospital  Car  Service.  The  Hospital  Car  Service  continued  to  give  valuable  service  and  the  total 
mileage  lor  1950  was  413,489  compared  with  504,-151  in  1949.  A  large  proportion  of  the  mileage  lost 
to  the  Hospital  Car  Service  has  been  due  to  additional  cars  and  utilecons  placed  at  Ambulance 
Stations,  and  the  mileage  run  by  the  latter  during  1950  increased  to  335,014  as  compared  with 
141,922  in  1949. 

Rail  Travel.  Transport  of  suitable  cases  by  rail  has  continued  and  the  number  in  1950  was  818 
compared  with  255  in  1949.  Six  special  “Parratt”  type  stretchers  were  purchased  during  the  year 
and  these  have  enabled  cases  to  be  put  on  rail  at  short  notice.  Stretchers  are  kept  for  this  purpose  at 
Weston-super-Mare,  Taunton  and  Yeovil  Ambulance  Stations. 

Taunton  Ambulance  Station.  The  conversion  of  two  large  Nissen  huts  at  the  main  entrairce  to 
Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  Taunton,  into  an  Ambulance  Station  and  Group  Control  Office  was  corir- 
pleted  in  December,  1950.  The  Station  is  run  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  can  accommodate 
six  vehicles  and  is  manned  after  normal  working  hours  partly  by  voluntary  personnel  who  sleep  at 
the  Station. 

Civil  Defence.  Little  headway  has  been  made  with  the  Ambulance  Section  of  the  Civil  Defence 
Corps  during  1950,  but  volunteers  are  now  coming  forward  and  it  is  anticipated  that  good  progress 
will  be  made  in  1951. 
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TABLE  XIII. 


AMBULANCE  STATION  PERSONNEL  AND  VEHICLE  ESTABLISHMENTS 

As  at  31st  December,  1950. 


1  ' 

Full-time  paid  personnel 

authorised 

Vehicles 

1 

Station 

Station 

Ofliccr 

Driver/ 

.\ttendant 

1 

Clerk/ 

Telephon¬ 

ist 

Ambul¬ 
ances  Utilecons 

St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade: 
Bridgwater 

3 

3  — 

Chard 

— 

— 

- - 

2  — 

Cheddar 

— 

- - 

2  — 

Clevedon 

■ — - 

3 

— 

2  — 

Fronie 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

Glastonlmry /Street 

— 

3 

— 

2  1 

Highhridge/Burnham 

— 

— 

2  — 

Mineliead 

— 

3 

— 

2  — 

Portishead 

— 

— 

— 

2  — 

Timsbury 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

Watchet 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

Wedmore 

— . 

- - 

- - 

1  — 

Wellington 

— 

1 

1  — 

Wells  . 

— 

1 

— 

2  — 

Weston-sujier-Mare 

1 

8 

1 

6  2 

Norton  Radsloek  Joint 

2 

4  — 

British  Red  Cross  Society: 

Castle  Cary 

— . 

1 

- - 

1  — 

Churchill 

— - 

1 

- - 

1  — 

Crewkerne 

— 

— 

1  — 

Farrington  Gurney 

— . 

1 

— 

—  1 

Ilminster 

— . 

— 

— 

1  — 

Shepton  Mallet  ...  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2  — 

Taunton 

1 

6 

- - 

Wiveliscoinbe 

— 

— 

— 

1  ’  - 

Yeovil 

4 

4  1 

Isolation  Hospital; 

South  Petherton 

— 

1  — 

Langport  Ambidanec  Committee  ... 

— 

1  — 

Total 

2 

39 

1 

53  5 

Cars 


1 

1 

1 

1 


3 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


12 
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TABLE  XIV. 

AMBULANCE  STATIONS. 


Ambulance  Stations. 

Period 

1.1.50—30.6.50 

Period 

1.7.50—31.12.50 

Total 

Cases 

Jour¬ 

neys 

Mile¬ 

age 

Cases 

Jour¬ 

neys 

Mile¬ 

age 

Cases 

Jour¬ 

neys 

Mile¬ 

age 

Ambulances 

St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 
Bridgwater 

1,046 

929 

12,354 

1,048 

851 

12,300 

2,094 

1,780 

24,654 

Chard 

162 

129 

4,725 

198 

133 

5,074 

360 

262 

9,799 

Cheddar 

99 

85 

2,888 

102 

93 

2,880 

201 

178 

5,768 

Clevcdon 

574 

339 

9,571 

610 

355 

9,096 

1,184 

694 

18,667 

Froinc 

317 

282 

6,088 

267 

230 

5,042 

584 

512 

11,130 

Glastonbury/Street 

323 

193 

9,053 

506 

238 

11,136 

829 

431 

20,189 

I  lighbridge/Burnham 

276 

262 

6,713 

291 

255 

6,640 

567 

517 

13,353 

Minehcad 

538 

485 

9,998 

625 

546 

9,865 

1,163 

1,031 

19,863 

Norton  Iladstock 

464 

428 

11,293 

534 

450 

11,928 

998 

878 

23,221 

I’ortishcad 

208 

190 

4,834 

176 

153 

4,175 

384 

343 

9,009 

Tiinsbury 

70 

69 

1.474 

103 

98 

2,256 

173 

167 

3,730 

Watchct 

61 

53 

1,963 

76 

56 

1,665 

137 

109 

3,628 

Wedmore 

45 

28 

1,210 

47 

38 

1,421 

92 

66 

2,631 

Wellington 

237 

222 

3,716 

269 

231 

4,515 

506 

453 

8,231 

Wells  . 

288 

236 

6,661 

324 

279 

7,914 

612 

515 

14,575 

Weston-super-Mare 

3,722 

1,580 

35,579 

2,497 

1,308 

24,053 

6,219 

2,888 

59,632 

British  Red  Cross. 

Castle  Cary 

178 

143 

6,256 

220 

163 

6,843 

398 

306 

13,099 

Churchill 

106 

86 

2,594 

282 

148 

5,074 

388 

234 

7,668 

Crewkerne 

85 

84 

1,457 

69 

69 

1,513 

154 

153 

2,970 

Ilminster 

53 

52 

1,798 

72 

59 

2,128 

125 

111 

3,926 

Shepton  Mallet 

256 

235 

5,455 

383 

311 

5,978 

639 

546 

11,433 

Taunton 

1,415 

1,233 

17,694 

2,354 

1,821 

21,283 

3,769 

3,054 

38,977 

Wiveliscombe 

16 

13 

264 

20 

17 

470 

36 

30 

734 

Yeovil 

875 

729 

14,042 

1,115 

866 

13,914 

1,990 

1,595 

27,956 

Isolation  Hospitals. 

South  Petherton 

54 

53 

979 

97 

88 

2,300 

151 

141 

3,279 

Taunton 

125 

130 

1,216 

18 

18 

136 

143 

148 

1,352 

Langport  Ambulance  Committee 

81 

78 

2,737 

101 

98 

3,308 

182 

176 

6,045 

Bath  City 

465 

459 

6,459 

535 

478 

6.090 

1,000 

937 

12,549 

Bristol  City 

283 

278 

4,925 

324 

311 

5,325 

607 

589 

10,250 

Totals 

12,422 

9,083 

193,996 

13,263 

9,761 

194,322 

25,685 

18,844 

388,318 
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Aiiibulance  Stations 

Period 

1.1.50-  30.6.50 

Period 

1.7.50—31.12.50 

Total 

Cases 

Jour¬ 

neys 

Mile¬ 

age 

Cases 

Jour¬ 

neys 

Mile¬ 

age 

Cases 

Jour¬ 

neys 

Milc- 

age 

Sitting  Case  Vehicles. 

St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 
Bridgwater 

1,318 

1,049 

14,956 

1.405 

1,082 

14,609 

2,723 

2,131 

29,565 

Clevedon 

605 

363 

10,790 

685 

383 

12,669 

1,290 

746 

23,459 

Glastonbury 

858 

477 

24,095 

711 

382 

20,076 

1,569 

859 

44,171 

Weston-super-Mare 

5,461 

2,261 

50,517 

6,492 

2,507 

53,623 

11,953 

4,768 

104,140 

Minehcad' 

— 

— 

— 

57 

43 

2,368 

57 

43 

2,368 

British  Red  Cross  Society. 
Farrington  Gurney 

766 

444 

9,867 

876 

475 

12,835 

1,642  : 

919 

22,702 

'launton 

858 

712 

17,485 

1,799  1 

-1,422 

20,436 

2,657  ; 

2,134 

37,921 

Yeovil 

972 

773 

21,922 

1,275  I 

854  1 

22,685 

2,247  ! 

1,627 

44,607 

Churebill 

— 

— 

- - 

113  1 

70 

2,442 

113  1 

70 

2,442 

Sbejiton  Mallet  ... 

57 

42 

682 

505  j 

351 

8,740 

562 

393 

9,422 

Bristol 

231 

216 

3,667 

379  1 
1 

357  1 

5,552 

610  i 
j 

573 

9,219 

Other 

106 

* 

94 

2,753 

1 

92 

90  ' 

1 

2.245 

198  ’ 

1 

184 

4,998 

Totals 

11,232  1 

6,431 

156,734 

14,289 

8,016  il78,280  , 

25,621  1 

14,447  1 

335,014 

HOSPITAL  CAR  SERVICE 


Area  No. 

1 

1 

527 

317 

7,963 

371 

244 

6,193 

898 

r  561 

14,156 

2 

592 

476 

14,803 

566 

439 

12,942 

1,158 

i  915 

27,745 

3 

1,275 

1,178 

20,517 

1,459 

1.340 

21,559 

2,734 

1  2,518 

42,076 

4 

997 

748 

22,470 

915 

634 

15,821 

1,912 

i  1,382 

38,291 

5 

1,059 

889 

26,108 

706 

551 

14,908 

1,765 

!  1,440 

41,016 

6 

910 

711 

26,325 

1.309 

752 

29,482 

2.219 

i  1,463 

55,807 

7 

1,844 

1,526 

24,400 

1,021 

756 

16.277 

2,865 

j  2,282 

40,677 

8 

798 

665 

26,662 

679 

518 

20,908 

1,477 

1  1.183 

47.570 

9 

766 

675 

16,538 

430 

384 

8,120 

1,196 

[  1.059 

24,658 

10 

2,074 

1,317 

44,457 

2,075 

1,192 

■ 

37,036 

4,149 

1  2,509 

1 

.1 

81,493 

Totals 

10,842 

8,502 

230,243 

9,531 

i 

6,810  1183,246 

1 

20,373 

1  1 

i  1 

115,312  |413,489 

1  1 

PRIVATE  HIRE 


2,668  I  1,901  1  57,643 

_  1  I 


I 

I 


3,135  1  2,010 


65,250 


5,803  1  3,911  1122,893 
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Section  28 — Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care. 

Nursing  Equipment  .and  Apparatus.  The  Medical  Coinloils  Scheme  vvhicli  is  carried  on  by  the 
British  Red  Cross  bociety  and  tlie  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  lias  produced  an  extremely  useful 
and  valuable  service  which  continues  to  expand.  Ihe  scheme  depends  for  its  ellectiveness  on  a  close 
liaison  between  the  district  nurses  and  the  Medical  Comforts  Depots,  and  1  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
report  that  arrangements  are  working  extremely  well,  owing  to  tne  liigli  degree  oi  co-operatioii  which 
exists. 

During  the  year  considerable  building  up  of  equipment  has  taken  place  and  the  main  depots  are 
now  well  supplied  with  equipment  of  all  kinds.  Tlie  number  oi  depots  is  93  of  which  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society  run  03  (ii  being  main  depots)  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  3U  (9  being  main 
depots),  lliese  main  depots  hold,  in  addition  to  normal  equipment,  a  stock  of  items  which  are  not 
in  so  frequent  use  but  which  can  be  made  available  to  the  sub-depots  on  request.  'Ihe  depot  holders 
continue  to  be  responsible  for  the  collection  of  hire  charges. 

Both  voluntary  bodies  have  given  me  some  details  of  their  work  during  a  twelve  months  period, 
and  these  show  that  British  Red  Cross  Society  depots  have  assisted  1,831  persons,  the  number  oi 
items  loaned  being  2,782,  and  that  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  have  assisted  877  persons,  the 
number  of  items  loaned  being  1,059. 

The  essence  of  this  Scheme  in  its  present  form  is  the  voluntary  spirit  of  the  personnel  of  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  1  must  pay  tribute  to  the  efforts 
these  organisations  have  made  towards  running  so  successful  a  service. 

Recuperative  Homes.  As  part  of  its  after-care  service  the  County  Council  provides  convalescent 
care  of  a  non-medical  kind.  'Ihe  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  tor  convalescence  which 
involves  nursing.  Under  the  County  arrangements,  before  applications  are  considered,  medical  certi¬ 
ficates  are  obtained  to  ensure  that  the  convalescence  required  is  not  a  continuation  of  treatment.  The 
length  of  stay  of  approved  cases  was  from  two  to  four  weeks  and  the  cost  varied  from  £1  13s.  Ud.  to 
£3  3s.  Ud.  for  adults,  and  15/-  per  week  for  babies  and  toddlers. 

Cases  are  assessed  according  to  their  financial  circumstances,  the  rate  of  assessment  being 
moderate,  and  a  large  number  come  within  the  scale  for  free  maintenance. 

During  the  year  twenty-six  patients  were  sent  to  various  Homes  at  a  cost  of  £128,  and  in  addi¬ 
tion  convalescent  care  was  jjrovicled  for  four  tubercular  patients  at  Tapworth  Village  Settlement  and 
at  the  British  Legion  Village.  Patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  are  admitted  tree,  the  County 
Council  paying  the  whole  of  the  charge.  For  such  cases  the  periods  of  stay  are  much  longer  in  some 
instances,  continuing  up  to  twelve  months. 

The  establishments  that  have  been  used  are  as  follows: — 

Belmont  Convalescent  Home,  Clevedon. 

Church  Army  Holiday  Home,  Weston-super-Mare. 

Rest  Break  House,  Weston-super-Mare. 

Rest  Haven  Convalescent  Home,  Exmouth. 

Home  of  Rest,  Plympton,  nr.  Plymouth. 

St.  Joseph’s  Convalescent  Home,  Bournemouth. 

Papworth  Village  Settlement,  Cambridge. 

British  Legion  Village,  Maidstone. 
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Section  29 — Home  Help  Service. 

In  January,  195U,  the  Home  Help  Service  was  staffed  by  a  Countj’  Organiser,  two  County 
Council  area  organisers  at  Bridgwater  and  Yeovil,  and  four  W.V.S.  voluntary  organisers  at  Taunton, 
Weston-super-Mare,  Midsomer  Norton,  and  Wells. 

Each  area  office  had  the  equivalent  of  one  full-time  clerk. 

Owing  to  the  increased  W.V.S.  commitments,  and  the  steady  growth  of  the  Home  Help  Service, 
the  voluntary  area  organisers  resigned  during  the  year  and  it  was  necessary  to  appoint  paid  organisers 
to  replace  them,  with  the  exception  of  the  Wells  Area,  where  it  was  felt  that  the  small  population  did 
not  warrant  a  full-time  organiser.  An  assistant  organiser  was  therefore  appointed  to  the  Weston- 
super-Mare  Area,  and  the  Wells  Area  (with  the  exception  of  Shepton  Mallet  Urban  and  Rural  districts) 
was  merged  into  the  Weston-super-Mare  area.  The  remainder  of  the  Wells  Area  was  added  to  the 
Midsomer  Norton  Area.  The  number  of  capable  and  reliable  voluntary  helpers  available  for  organi¬ 
sation  and  visiting  throughout  this  area  made  it  unnecessary  to  appoint  an  assistant,  so  that  the  whole 
of  this  augmented  area  is  now  carried  by  our  paid  organiser,  with  the  help  of  voluntary  workers  of 
the  W.V.S.  and  an  additional  part-time  clerk.  One  part-time  clerk  is  employed  at  the  sub-office  at 
Wells,  leaving  the  total  number  of  clerks  employed  in  the  County  at  six  as  before. 

Office  accommodation  has  been  found  in  the  Health  Centres  at  Bridgwater,  Taunton,  and 
Weston-super-Mare,  while  the  office  at  Midsomer  Norton  and  the  sub-office  at  Wells  are  still  on  loan 
from  the  W.V.S.  The  office  at  Yeovil  remains  at  Reckleford  House  for  the  present. 

Invaluable  help  is  given  by  voluntary  workers  all  over  the  county,  especially  in  the  more  isolated 
towns  and  rural  areas,  where  their  local  knowledgj  and  human  approach  is  particularly  helpful,  and 
where  they  serve  a  most  useful  purpose  as  personal  contacts  for  the  Home  Helps. 

The  year  started  with  323  Home  Helps  working  on  534  cases  weekly.  Instead  of  the  expected 
seasonal  decline  during  the  summer  months,  the  cases  attended  during  June  averaged  716,  with  434 
Home  Helps  working.  Area  organisers  were  instr  icted  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  each  case  to  ensure 
that  help  was  sent  for  the  minimum  hours  really  needed.  Each  area  was  allotted  a  ceiling  of  hours 
weekly,  based  on  population,  both  to  encourage  the  even  distribution  of  the  Service,  and  also  to 
ensure  that  the  weekly  amount  estimated  for  wages  was  not  exceeded. 

There  was  another  sudden  rise  in  September,  and  at  the  end  of  October  the  weekly  cases  aver¬ 
aged  805,  attended  by  419  Home  Helps,  thus  showing  that  many  more  cases  were  sent  help  without 
increasing  the  number  of  Home  Helps  employed. 

The  number  of  cases  would  have  increased  considerably  at  the  end  of  December  if  it  had  not 
been  for  a  high  rate  of  sickness  among  the  Home  Helps,  which  made  it  impossible  for  the  organisers 
to  cover  each  case  adequately,  though  every  effort  was  made  to  do  so. 

The  average  weekly  hours  per  case,  which  were  15  in  January,  fell  to  11.9  in  December. 

The  number  of  maternity  cases  booked  for  the  quarter  ending  March,  1950.  was  266,  and  those 
booked  for  the  quarter  ending  December,  1950,  221,  showing  a  considerable  decline.  This  is  partly 
due  to  the  increased  number  of  maternit\’  beds  available  in  Taunton  and  Weston-super-Mare,  and 
partly  due  to  the  inclusion  of  the  attendance  allowance  in  the  assessable  income  of  the  householder  foi 
the  first  four  weeks  after  the  confinement. 
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The  number  of  old  people  looked  after  by  Hume  Helps  has  increased  considerably,  nearly  80 
new  cases  listed  under  the  heading  of  okl  age  being  added  cpiarterly.  These  figures  do  not  include 
people  over  the  age  of  70  who  are  temporaril}^  in  need  of  Home  Helps  owing  to  illness.  While  many 
of  these  cases  cease  through  death  and  other  reasons,  a  large  number  continue  indefinitely. 

During  January  it  was  estimated  that  over  170  children  were  being  looked  after  in  their  own 
homes  by  Home  Helps  during  the  incapacity  or  absence  of  their  mothers  or  guardians. 

Successful  courses  of  lectures  were  held  in  Bridgwater  and  Taunton  during  the  autumn,  when 
demonstrations  on  Invalid  Cookery  and  Household  Management  were  given  to  the  Home  Helps  by 
members  of  the  staff  of  the  County  Education  Committee.  A  demonstration  was  also  held  at 
Weston-super-Mare,  which  was  very  well  attended. 

A  heavy  fall  of  snow  on  December  15th,  1950,  made  travelling  difficult  and  dangerous,  but  in 
spite  of  this  few  Home  Helps  failed  to  report  at  their  cases,  some  walking  many  miles  over  icy  roads. 


Section  51 — Mental  Health  Services. 

Administration.  The  County  Council,  as  Local  Health  Authority,  is  responsible  for  the  initial 
care  and  conve3^ance  to  Hospital  or  Institution  of  patients  suffering  from  mental  illness  and  mental 
defectiveness  and  for  their  after-care.  This  responsibility  devolves  upon  the  Health  Committee  who, 
at  their  meeting  on  the  6th  June,  1950,  appointed  a  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  and  delegated  to 
them  all  their  powers  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913  -  1938,  and  the  Lunacy  and  Mental 
Treatment  Acts,  1890  to  1930.  The  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  thus  administers  the  County 
Council’s  Mental  Health  Services  through  a  Section  of  the  County  Health  Department. 

Mental  Deficiency.  Due  to  staffing  difficulties  the  administration  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts 
has  been  difficult;  nevertheless,  it  has  been  found  possible  to  arrange  for  the  continued  supervision 
on  a  modified  scale  of  some  440  patients  already  ascertained  and  others  wiio  have  been  notified  by  the 
Education  Committee  under  the  provisions  of  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act,  1944.  It  has  also  been 
possible  to  maintain  a  comprehensive  welfare  service  in  respect  of  198  patients  placed  under  Statutory 
Guardianship  in  their  own  homes  or  in  specially  selected  homes  under  the  care  of  officers  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

Particulars  of  mental  defectives  within  the  County,  as  on  the  31st  December,  1950,  follow,  and 
these  are  shown  in  the  form  required  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Control  each  year. 
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The  following  are: — 

1.  I’AiniCULARS  OF  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES  AS  ON  31bt  DEC1<:MBER,  1950. 

N.H. — No  oasu  ciilcred  uiidci-  more  Hum  one  heading  of  (1)  or  (2)  and'  oidy  "live"  eases  an-  ineluded. 


(1)  Number  of  Ascertained  Mental  Defectives  Found  to  be  ‘‘Subject  to  be 
dealt  with”  : — 

(a)  In  institutions  (including  cases  on  licence  therefrom) — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

Male. 

56 

Female. 

47 

Total. 

103 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

471 

482 

953 

(b)  Under  Guardianship  (including  cases  on  licence  therefrom)  — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

_ 

11 

11 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

92 

95 

187 

(c)  In  ‘‘places  of  safety”  . 

1 

2 

3 

(d)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  (excluding  cases  on  licence)  — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

141 

81 

222 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

133 

85 

218 

(e)  Action  not  yet  taken  under  any  one  of  the  above  headings 

1 

— 

1 

TOTAL  ascertained  cases  found  to  be  “subject  to  be  dealt  with”  ... 

895 

803 

1,698 

M.  F.  T. 

No.  of  cases  included  in  (b)  to  (e)  above  awaiting 

removal  to  an  Institution  ...  ...  ...  ...  18  13  31 

-  - 

- - 

-  , 

(2)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  not  at  present  “subject  to  be  dealt  with” 
but  over  whom  some  form  of  voluntary  supervision  is  maintained — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

7 

2 

9 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

502 

392 

894 

TOTAL  number  of  mental  defectives  (1)  plus  (2) 

1,404 

1,197 

2,601 

(3)  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  Receiving  Training — 

(a)  In  day-training  centres — 

Under  16  years  of  age 

26 

22 

48* 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

7 

2 

9* 

(b)  At  home  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

^^Included  in  (1)  and  (2)  above.  I'OTAL 

33 

i 

1 

CO 

; 

57* 

PARTICULARS  OF  CASES  REPORTED  DURING  THE  YEAR 
(1)  Ascertainment. 

1950. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

(a)  Cases  re{)orted  by  Local  Education  yVuthorities  (Section  57, 
Education  Act,  1944)  — 

(i)  Under  Section  57  (3) 

45 

22 

67 

(ii)  Under  Section  57  (5)  : — 

On  leaving  special  schools 

12 

13 

25 

On  leaving  ordinary  schools 

61 

22 

83 

(h)  Ollier  ascertained  defectives  rejiorteil  during  1950  anil  found 
to  be  “subject  to  be  dealt  with” 

8 

10 

18 

TOTAL  ascertained  defectives  found  to  be  “subject  to  be  dealt 
with”  during  the  year 

126 

67 

193 

(e)  Other  reported  cases  ascertained  during  1950  who  are  not  at 
present  “subject  to  be  dealt  with” 

6 

9 

15 

TOTAL  number  of  cases  reported  during  the  year 

132 

; - 

76 

208 
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Dis.]i()s.Ml  t)I  I'Ubi’s  iH'porli'd  iluniig  ibe  yciir. 

(a)  .'\sct;rtaiiK'd  diTcclivcs  found  lo  bo  “subject  to  be  dealt  with 
(i)  .\ilmltted  lo  Institution 

Males 

21 

Females 

16 

'I'otal 

37 

(ii)  Placed  uiuli'r  Guaialianshi]) 

— 

9 

9 

(iii)  Taken  to  “places  of  safely’’ 

1 

1 

2 

(iv)  Placeil  under  Statutory  Su|iervision 

103 

40 

143 

(v)  Died  or  removed  from  area 

— 

1 

1 

(vi)  Action  not  yet  taken 

1 

— 

1 

TG’l'AL  ascertained  liefeetives  found  to  be  “subject  to  be  dealt 
with”  (to  agree  with  the  total  of  (1)  (a)  and  (1)  (b)  above) 

126 

67 

193 

(b)  Cases  not  at  present  “subject  to  be  dealt  with” 

(i)  Plaeed  under  V’olunlary  Sui)ervision 

3 

3 

6 

(ii)  Later  found  not  to  be  defective 

2 

2 

4 

(iii)  Died  or  removed  from  area  ... 

1 

— 

1 

(iv)  Action  unnecessary 

— 

3 

3 

(v)  Action  not  yet  taken 

— 

1 

1 

TOTAL  cases  not  at  [iresent  “subject  lo  be  dealt  with”  (to  agree 
with  the  numbers  entered  under  (1)  (e)  above) 

6 

9 

15 

111.  Nl'MHKR  OF  MENT.VL  DEFECTIVES  IN  INSTITUTIONS  UNDER  COMMUNITY  CARE  INCLUD¬ 
ING  VOLUNTARY  SUPERVISION  OR  IN  “PLACES  OF  SAFETY’’  ON  1st  JANITARY,  a950 
WHO  HAVE  CEASED  TO  RE  UNDER  ANY  OF  THESE  FORMS  OF  CARE  DURING  1950. 


Males 

P'emales 

Total 

(a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  . 

39 

27 

66 

(b)  Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost  sight  of 

19 

26 

45 

TOTAL  ... 

58 

53 

111 

IV.  OF  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES  KNOWN  TO  THE  LOCAL  HEALTH 
AUTHORITY. 

(a)  Nuiiibci'  who  have  '’ivcn  birth  to  ibildrcn  during  1950; — 

(i)  After  marriage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  While  unmarried  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ylales.  Females. 

(b)  Numlji'r  who  have  married  during  1950  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  1 

Statutory  Guardianship.  Special  reference  should  be  made  to  financial  arrangements  which  have 
hitherto  applied  in  respect  of  patients  placed  under  Statutory  Guardianship.  Until  this  year  it  had 
been  the  practice  of  the  County  Council  to  provide  financial  assistance  by  way  of  a  weekly  grant  in 
iesi)ect  of  some  13U  or  more  patients  dealt  with  in  this  way.  In  addition  to  those  weekly  grants, 
clothing,  footwear  and  medical  supervision  fees  were  provided  for  in  the  annual  estimates.  The  (]ucs- 
tion  of  financial  responsibility  was  reviewed  during  the  early  part  of  1950  and  it  was  considered  that 
as  far  as  possible  the  County  Council  should  seek  to  relieve  themselves  of  a  growing  financial  burden 
imposed  by  regular  grants.  The  National  Assistance  Board  agreed  to  accept  the  principle  that  where 
“jieed”  could  be  established  financial  responsibility  should  be  transferred  to  them,  and  in  this  way 
they  undertook  to  issue  allowances  in  respect  of  the  cases  of  118  patients  over  the  age  of  16  years. 
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The  Local  Health  Authority  continue  to  implement  the  provisions  of  Section  30  of  the  1913  Act.  in 
exercising  their  wider  powers  of  supervision  as  regards  Guaiilianship  the  County  Council  provide 
clothing  and  footwear  in  all  needy  cases.  Weekly  grants  are  made  in  respect  of  a  number  of  patients 
under  16  years  of  age  where  the  National  Assistance  Board  are  unable  to  help.  The  net  annual  saving 
to  the  Authority  is  estimated  at  aj^proximately  £6,500. 

In  a  step  of  this  kind  the  widest  measure  of  co-operation  between  officers  of  the  County  Council 
and  of  the  Assistance  Board  is  essential  and  the  success  of  the  scheme  is  manifest  in  the  smooth  work¬ 
ing  of  this  branch  of  the  Mental  Health  Services. 


Occupation  Centres.  In  my  Annual  Report  for  1949  I  referred  to  the  establishment  at  Bridg¬ 
water,  Radstock,  Taunton,  Weston-super-Mare  and  Yeovil  of  Occupation  Centres  for  children  who 
are  incapable  of  receiving  education  at  school.  The  services  in  this  connection  have  been  extended 
so  as  to  allow  of  the  admission  of  older  children  and  near  adults  to  the  Centres,  and  satisfactory  pro¬ 
gress  has  been  made.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  Centre  at 
llminster  to  serve  the  south-eastern  area  of  the  County,  and  also  a  Sub-Centre  at  Keynsham  based 
on  the  Radstock  Occupation  Centre  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  urban  areas  lying  between  Bristol  and 
Bath.  These  Centres  will  be  opened  on  the  3rd  January,  1951. 

Mid-day  meals  are  provided  by  the  School  Meals  Service  and  transport  arrangements  are  made 
for  children  and  others  where  local  'bus  services  are  inadequate.  In  cases  of  hardship,  the  cost  of 
school  meals  and  'bus  fares  are  allowed. 

Altogether  57  mental  defectives  were  registered  at  the  Centres  (33  males,  24  females)  during  the 
year  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  numbers  will  increase  as  accommodation  can  be  found. 
Five  patients  have,  by  arrangement,  been  admitted  to  Centres  in  Bath  and  Bristol.  A  good  deal  of 
this  work  is  still  in  the  experimental  stage  due  to  the  rural  nature  of  the  County.  Much  has  been 
done  in  the  larger  urban  areas  in  the  past  and  the  extension  of  this  branch  of  the  Services  to  provide 
for  children  and  others  living  in  outlying  districts  is  one  which  the  Council  have  sought  to  undertake 
since  the  5th  July,  1948.  The  success  of  the  scheme  will  depend  very  largely  upon  the  vocational 
enthusiasm  of  staff  and  the  co-operation  of  parents  and  teachers  in  the  more  isolated  communities. 
It  is  anticipated  that  during  1951  it  should  be  possible  to  provide  occupational  training  at  the  Council’s 
Centres  for  100  or  more  children  and  adults  who  would  otherwise  be  unprovided  for  and  thus  be  a 
burden  to  themselves,  their  parents  and  the  community. 


Licensed  Patients.  The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  40  patients  on 
licence  in  the  County  from  Institutions  and  Hospitals  other  than  those  in  Somerset. 


Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment.  The  following  cases  were  dealt  with  under  the  Lunacy  and 
Mental  Treatment  Acts  during  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1950: — 
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County  Area. 

.Admissions. 

’I'otal 

Other  Action. 

Cerlifieil 

cases 

Voluntary 

eases 

Tein[torary 

eases 

Section 

20/21 

Lunacy 

Act 

Advice,  etc. 
Social  Histories. 

Glutton 

20 

1 

_ 

12 

33 

78 

Fronie 

23 

9 

7 

39 

24 

Minclvead 

21 

17 

— 

1 

39 

25 

Slicpton  Mallet 

■24 

5 

— 

1 

30 

30 

Tauiilon 

57 

59 

6 

3 

125 

190 

Weston-super-Maro 

66 

8 

5 

79 

62 

W incanton  ... 

7 

8 

— 

15 

39 

Yeovil 

23 

65 

— 

— 

88 

59 

Total 

... 

241 

172 

6 

29 

448 

507 

The  following  statistical  record  has  been  drawn  from  particulars  submitted  in  resj)ect  of  the  cases 
of  patients  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  by  officers  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  carrying  out  their 
duties  as  Duly  Authorised  Officers  for  the  purposes  of  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  during  1950,  29.5  per  cent,  of  the  certified  patients  admitted  were  over 
the  age  of  70  years  and  of  154  patients  voluntarily  admitted,  10  per  cent,  were  over  that  age. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  figures  given  in  no  way  reflect  the  total  number  of  cases  admitted 
for  treatment  to  the  mental  hospitals  but  merely  show  the  position  as  regards  cases  in  respect  of 
whom  the  Local  Health  Authority  has  been  required  to  take  action: — 
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PATIENTS  ADMITTED  TO  MENTAL  HOSPITALS 


No.  remaining  in 


Ak 

e  of  .\dinission 

N 

o.  discharged 
during  1950 

No.  <lied 
during  1950 

hosjpil 
31st  Dc 

al  on 
c.,  1950 

Hospital 

No.  ot 
.\dniis- 
.sions 

Under  70 
years 

Percentage 
of  totid 

Over  70 
years 

Percentage 
of  total 

Lmder  70 
years 

Percentage 

of  Col.  3 

Over  70 

years 

Percentage 

of  Col.  5 

1  Under  70 

years 

fcL 

w  u-l 
£  ® 
Qh 

1  Over  70 

1  years 

C/  lO 
bt 

?  O 

^  U-i 

O 

CL, 

Lender  70 

i  years 

o  ro 
iL  . 

?  c 

w 

u_l 

£  ® 
P-, 

1  Over  70 

years 

w  lO 

y. 

r  , 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(V) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11). 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

(15)) 

(16)1 

(17) 

(18) 

Under  Certificate. 
'I'ono  Vale 

no 

80 

72.7 

30 

27.3 

21 

26.0 

1 

3.3 

7 

9.0 

13 

43.3 

52  1 

65.0 

16 

53.3 

Mcndi]) 

126 

85 

67.5 

41 

32.5 

35 

41.2 

- 

3 

3.5 

23 

56.0 

47 

55.3 

18 

44.0 

Other  lIos]iit;ils... 

5 

5 

100.0 

— 

— 

3 

60.0 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

2  1 

40.0 

— 

— 

Total  Certilied 

241 

170 

70.5 

71 

29.5 

59 

34.7 

1 

1.3 

10 

5.9 

36 

50.7 

101 

59.4 

34 

48.0 

Voluntary. 

Tone  Vale 

146 

131 

90.0 

15 

10.0 

104 

80.0 

6 

40.0 

1 

0.7 

2 

13.3 

19.3 

7 

46.7 

Meruli]) 

24 

21 

87.5 

3 

12.5 

14 

66.7 

1 

33.3 

— 

— 

2 

66.7 

1 

7 

33.3 

— 

Others 

2 

2 

100.0 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

100.0 

— 

— 

Total  Voluntary 

172 

154 

90.0 

18 

10.0 

118 

76.6 

7 

39.0 

1 

0.6 

1 

^  4 

1 

'  22.2 

1 

35 

22.8 

7 

38.8 

Hospital  and  Institutional  Accommodation.  While  there  has  been  no  material  increase  in  accom¬ 
modation  available  in  hospitals  for  cither  mentally  ill  or  mentally  defective  patients  during  195U,  the 
situation  has  been  greatly  eased  by  the  action  of  the  South-Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  as 
regards  cases  of  certifiable  mental  defectives  requiring  institutional  care.  The  problem  as  regards  cot 
and  chair  cases  while  not  completely  resolved  has  been  mitigated  since  the  opening  of  a  special  ward 
at  Weymouth  Hospital  (Sandhill  Park  Hospital  Group)  for  these  unfortunate  children.  A  number 
of  children  of  low  grade  mentality  have  been  admitted  to  Hortham  and  Stoke  Park  Colonies.  This 
has  been  most  encouraging  as  most  of  the  young  children  admitted,  being  of  very  low  mental  grade, 
had  become  a  serious  burden  to  their  parents  and  a  major  problem  in  the  community. 

Suitable  accommodation  for  patients  suffering  from  senile  dementia  is  inadequate  and  no  real 
improvement  in  the  position  can  be  reported.  For  all  practical  purposes,  Weymouth  Hospital,  Frome, 
to  which  a  number  of  these  patients  had  been  admitted  in  jjast  years  without  certification  under  the 
Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  was  no  longei  available.  This  has  meant  that  where  these  old 
peoi)le  could  not  be  assisted  by  the  Welfare  Authority,  and  nursing  in  hospital  or  in  their  homes  was 
imjwssible,  there  has  been  no  alternative  but  to  arrange  for  their  admission  to  mental  hospitals 
under  Summary  Reception  Order. 

It  is  known  that  the  problem  is  a  national  one  and  that  it  is  being  urgently  considered  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Boards.  Nevertheless,  there  is  no  doubt  that  due  to  shortage  of  staff  and  accom¬ 
modation,  mental  hospitals  have  found  the  inoblem  to  be  most  acute  and  the  County  administration 
in  the  sphere  of  prevention  and  after-care  measures,  is  frustrated. 
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The  solution  ol  the  ])roblem  is,  in  iny  view,  unlikely  to  be  i'oniKl  until  the  Mental  Health 
Services  at  both  Regional,  Hospital  and  County  levels  can  be  linked  with  an  ellicient  Geriatric  Service, 
lor  the  problem  is  concerned  as  much  with  old  age  as  with  mental  health. 

Mental  Health  Clinics.  Out-patient  Psychiatric  Clinics  established  by  the  Tone  Vale  and  Mendip 
Hospitals  have  been  regularly  attended,  and  the  arrangements  made  have  been  most  helpful  to  the 
bocal  Health  Authority  in  carrying  out  their  duties.  The  hospital  staff  responsible  for  these  services, 
and  the  officers  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  responsible  tor  the  initial  arrangements  for  the  admis¬ 
sion  of  patients  to  mental  hospitals  have  worked  in  close  harmony.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  work 
done  at  the  Clinics  is  an  important  feature  of  the  satisfactory  development  of  this  branch  of  the 
Mental  Health  Services. 

There  is  evidence  of  the  growing  enlightenment  of  not  only  medical  personnel  engaged  in  Mental 
Health  work  as  regards  the  application  of  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  but  also  of  appre¬ 
ciation  by  the  public  that  certilication  as  such  is  often  unnecessary  in  a  majority  of  cases.  Admission 
under  Reception  Order  should  be  a  last  resort,  and  should  only  become  necessary  where  the  degree 
of  mental  illness  is  so  severe  as  to  require  removal  under  Order  where  the  patient’s  own  safety,  or 
that  of  others,  is  endangered. 

Psychotic  Cliildren.  The  problem  of  finding  suitable  hospital  accommodation  for  children  suffer¬ 
ing  from  mental  disorder  has  given  rise  to  much  anxiety  during  1950.  The  Hospital  Authorities  are 
naturally  reluctant  to  admit  these  young  people  where  conditions  arc  unsuitable  and  unless  some 
form  of  education  between  periods  of  treatment  and  full  recovery  can  be  provided.  The  matter  has 
been  referred  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and  it  is  understood  that  urgent  consideration  is  being 
given  to  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  special  children’s  unit  at  Tone  Vale  Hospital  in  the  very  near 
future. 

After-Care.  The  County  Council  have  undertaken  responsibility  for  the  after-care  of  patients 
who  have  attended  Mental  Health  Clinics  or  on  departure  from  Mental  Llospitals.  This  applies  to  a 
considerable  amount  of  after-care  work  performed  in  respect  of  mentally  defective  patients  who  have 
been  discharged  from  Order  under  the  Acts.  In  certain  cases  the  Local  Health  Authority  have 
accepted  responsibility  for  the  payment  of  residential  fees  of  patients  requiring  rest  after  treatment 
who  are  admitted  to  convalescent  homes,  under  the  provisions  of  Section  28  (1)  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946. 

There  is  much  to  support  the  belief  that  very  many  patients  discharged  from  Hospital  or  Insti¬ 
tution  are  reluctant  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  After-Care  facilities  provided,  but  at  the  same  time 
a  good  deal  of  social  work  of  an  informal  nature  has  been  possible.  Numerous  enquiries  from  patients 
have  been  received  both  at  County  Hall  and  at  the  offices  of  Area  staff  concerning  personal  and  other 
problems.  The  helpful  advice  and  guidance  given  in  such  matters  finds  no  place  in  statistical  record 
but  the  value  of  this  human  service,  in  helping  to  re-establish  in  the  community  patients  recovering 
from  mental  disorder,  is  immeasurable. 

Voluntary  Association.  The  Somerset  As.sociation  for  Mental  Welfare  has  maintained  full 
co-operation  with  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  the  advice  of  the  Association’s  Officers  has  been 
freely  available.  While  it  is  fair  to  report  that  the  services  of  the  Association  have  been  much  appre¬ 
ciated,  ])articularly  in  cases  where  local  knowledge  and  information  has  been  sought,  it  has  to  be  said 
that  the  scope  of  these  services  is  very  much  reduced.  This  is  bound  to  be  so,  as  voluntary  work  in 
the  field  of  mental  health  is  a  much  smaller  agency  now  that  primary  responsibility  for  the  com¬ 
munity  care  of  mental  defectives  and  after-care  work  is  a  matter  for  the  Local  Health  Authority  with 
statutory  duties  to  perform.  Nevertheless,  much  can  be  done  to  assist  in  mental  health  work,  especially 
in  cases  where  voluntary  action  meets  a  particular  need.  In  such  cases  active  co-operation  between 
the  Authority  and  Association  has  proved  to  be  most  valuable. 
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Ambulances.  The  Council's  Duly  Authorised  Officers  and  Mental  Welfare  Visitors  have,  in  most 
cases,  arranged  for  the  removal  of  mental  health  jaUients  to  and  from  their  homes  and  institutions  or 
lu)sj)itals.  In  a  number  of  cases,  however,  the  Council’s  Ambulance  Services  have  been  asked  to 
assist,  particularly  as  regards  dilficult  cases,  and  full  co-operation  between  the  two  services  has  been 
a  feature  of  the  success  of  the  work  which  has  been  done. 


Other  Authorities.  Coiitinuetl  co-operation  has  been  maintained  between  the  Services,  the 
South-Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  Hospital  Management  Committees.  In  particular,  very 
close  co-operation  with  the  Sandhill  Bark  Croup  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  Officers  has  in 
a  special  measure  done  much  to  make  the  jiroblcm  of  mental  defectives  requiring  institutional  care 
less  formidable  during  the  year  than  it  might  otherwise  have  been.  In  mental  health  work,  as  in 
most  social  services,  the  value  of  close  liaison  and  personal  contact  between  local  and  national  autho¬ 
rities  and  their  officers  cannot  be  over  emphasized.  The  complete  success  of  the  Services  depends 
almost  entirely  upon  a  satisfactory  integration  of  statutory  responsibility. 


Stall.  The  staff  employed  in  the  County  Health  Department  on  Mental  Health  Services  is  as 
follows: — 

((/)  Medical  Officers. 

The  County  Medical  Ollicer  of  Health  and  his  Deputy  are  engaged  part-time  in  Mental 
Health  Service  work  for  administration.  A  Senior  Medical  Officer  is  in  medical  charge  and  directs 
the  Mental  Health  Services  (part-time).  There  are  also  5  other  medical  officers  approved  by  the 
Local  Health  Authority  for  giving  certificates  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  and  for  making  recom¬ 
mendations  under  Sections  1  and  5  of  the  Mental  Treatment  Act,  193U.  One  of  these  officers  is 
enq)loyed  full-time  by  the  County  Council  as  School  Medical  Inspector.  The  others  are  engaged 
part-time  as  required  on  a  sessional  basis,  but  by  arrangement  witli  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  the 
work  they  are  called  upon  to  do  has  to  be  limited.  These  Specialist  Ofiicers  are,  therefore,  only  called 
in  to  perform  certain  duties,  and  to  give  assistance  in  difficult  cases. 


(I;)  Non-Medical  Officers. 

In  March,  1950,  Mr.  C.  E.  Newman,  the  Mental  Health  Officer,  retired  after  nearly  36 
years  in  the  Council’s  service.  Mr.  Newman  was  lirst  appointed  as  Clerk  to  the  Mental  Delkiency 
Coniinittee  in  June,  1914.  His  untiring  and  devoted  attention  to  his  work  and  the  personal  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  afflicted  patients  for  whom  the  County  Council  have  been  responsible  earned  him. 
their  gratitude  and  the  sincere  appreciation  of  the  Local  Health  Authority. 


Lay  administrative  charge  of  the  Services  is  undertaken  by  a  Mental  Health  Supervising  Officer 
who  is  a  Petitioning  Officer  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  and  a  Duly  Authorised  Officer  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts.  This  Officer  has  also  been  a]ipointed  Receiver 
by  the  Court  of  Protection  in  respect  of  the  estates  of  15  mentally  defective  patients  in  Institutions 
or  under  Guardianship. 


Staff  also  emjiloyed  in  the  administrative,  clerical  or  executive  work  of  the  Mental  Health 
Services  are  as  follows: — 
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Adiniiiislrativc  Assistant  (Petitioning  Otllccr  under  Mental  Deticiency  Acts)  ...  1 

Senior  Clerical  Assistant  (male)  (Assistant  Duly  Authorised  OHicer)  ...  ...  1 

Senior  Clerical  Assistant  (female)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Clerk  (male)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Clerks  (female,  including  shorthand  typists)  .  4 

Superintendent  Duty  Authorised  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  f 

Duly  Authorised  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

'■^Duly  .\uthorised  Officers  (part-time)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Mental  Welfare  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mental  Welfare  Visitors  (vacancy)  ...  .  1 

Occupation  Centre  Staff  : 

Organising  Instructress  .  .  1 

Supervisors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Assistant  Supervisors  (whole-time)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Assistant  Supervisors  (part-time)  ...  .  2 

- 9 


Total  Staff  ...  30 


*Al.si)  Repjistrar.s  of  Birth.s,  Deaths  and  Marriage.s. 


By  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council,  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers  have  carried 
out  a  certain  amount  of  Welfare  work  on  request,  and  certain  investigations  have  also  been  made  on 
behalf  of  the  Children’s  Committee. 

General.  I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  continued  very  valuable  co-operation 
between  medical  practitioners,  specialists  and  others  engaged  in  the  field  of  mental  health,  and  the 
officers  of  the  Local  Health  Authority.  In  particular  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  given  by 
the  County  Police  Authority,  Magistrates,  and  Court  Officials  engaged  in  the  administration  of 
justice,  whose  help  and  guidance  has  been  sought  in  very  many  cases. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Long  delays  in  the  deliveiy  of  pipes,  and  more  particularly  of  fittings,  have  seriously  hampered 
progress  and  the  implementation  of  schemes  in  the  County.  The  waiting  period  is  sometimes  as 
long  as  eighteen  months. 

The  works  in  connection  with  a  main  supply  lor  Over  Stowey  have  made  progress.  Apart 
from  serving  the  village  the  scheme  will  augment  the  needs  of  Fiddington  and  provide  further 
water  for  Nether  Stowey  as  and  when  required.  The  yield  at  the  source  is  in  such  abundance  as 
to  be  capable  of  meeting  the  demands  of  the  area  for  some  years  hence. 

Works  to  develop  and  extend  the  Regional  Scheme  in  the  Chard  Rural  District  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  £137,000  are  being  considered  by  the  Ministry  of  Local  Government  and  Planning.  These 
proposals  have  taken  into  account  the  possible  requirements  of  neighbouring  authorities  and  will 
help  to  prevent  recurring  shortages. 

Of  the  major  schemes  in  operation  that  for  the  Eastern  Parishes  of  Langport  has  made  some 
headway  and  Stage  II,  which  provides  for  a  large  service  reservoir  at  Wearne  and  a  sujiply  for  the 
parish  of  Pitney,  was  practically  completed.  Stage  III,  which  comprises  the  extension  of  the  mains 
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to  the  fringe  parishes  on  the  eastern  boundary,  should  be  in  operation  early  in  1951.  The.se 
parishes,  with  the  growing  agricultural  demands,  will  welcome  the  day  water  is  available  as  exist¬ 
ing  supplies  are  far  from  sufficient  to  meet  normal  needs. 

A  new  15in.  main,  miles  long,  from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company’s  pumping  station  at 
Chelvey  is  being  laid  to  a  reservoir  at  Cadbury  Camp.  This  service  pipe  when  completed  will 
provide  for  supplies  urgently  required  in  the  Long  Ashton  Rural  District  and  eventually  for  Red- 
cliff  e  Bay  and  the  Western  Parishes.  It  will  also  materially  improve  the  supply  in  Portishead. 

Preliminaries  in  connection  with  the  utilisation  of  the  springs  at  Ash  wick  Grove  and  St.  Dun- 
stan’s  Well  have  reached  an  advanced  stage  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  start  on  the  works  w'ill  be  made 
during  1951.  The  water  which  will  serve  Shepton  Mallet  Rural  District  and  the  Western  Parishes 
of  Frome  Rural  is  badly  needed. 

The  proposal  to  impound  the  water  at  the  head  of  the  River  Tone  at  Clatworthy  by  the 
Taunton  Corporation  is  being  pursued.  It  is  hoped  that  everything  will  be  done  to  hasten  the  day 
when  the  works  will  be  put  into  operation.  It  will  take  several  years  to  complete  the  scheme. 
Meantime  adjacent  districts  who  are  looking  forward  to  supplies  from  this  source  are  finding  the 
position  difficult.  Proposals  to  develop  local  schemes  have  been  shelved  in  view  of  the  projected 
Clatworthy  supply. 

In  the  Wells  area  the  development  of  the  Priddy  source  is  in  hand  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  scheme  to  supply  the  Northern  Parishes  will  be  in  operation  early  in  1951.  Mains  are  being 
laid  to  give  Meare  a  piped  supply  from  the  Street  Urban  District  Council’s  main.  The  water,  how¬ 
ever,  will  not  be  available  until  the  relaying  of  part  of  the  latter’s  15in.  main  from  the  source  at 
Rodney  Stoke  to  Street,  which  is  in  progress,  has  been  completed.  Main  supplies  were  also  pro¬ 
vided  during  the  year  for  Coxley,  Draycott  and  Wookey.  The  Wells  area  in  the  past  has  been 
one  of  the  poorest  watered  districts  in  the  County.  It  is  indeed  heartening  to  record  the  consider¬ 
able  progress  of  this  authority  in  recent  years. 

A  comprehensive  scheme  for  Wincanton  rural  area  is  nearing  the  final  stages  of  agreement. 
The  water  which  is  to  be  obtained  from  a  source  within  the  Sherborne  Rural  District,  Dorset,  will 
allow  for  an  estimated  future  demand  of  1,320,100  gallons  per  day. 

For  some  years  consumption  has  increased  rapidly  in  the  Yeovil  Rural  District.  Although  the 
distribution  mains  cover  all  parishes  either  an  insufficiency  of  carrying  capacity  or  diminution  of 
yields  has  been  causing  concern.  The  linking  up  of  the  various  supply  systems  which  has  been 
gradually  going  on  will  not  become  fully  effective  until  the  impounding  reservoir  at  Sutton  Bing¬ 
ham  has  been  completed.  The  surplus  water  from  this  source  will  relieve  the  Yeovil  Borough 
Council  of  the  shortages  experienced  in  droughty  periods. 

Work  on  the  large  Chew  Valley  Scheme  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  commenced 
during  the  year.  This  immense  reservoir  with  a  capacity  of  4,600,000,000  gallons  will  provide  for 
most  deficiencies  in  the  districts  north  of  the  Mendip  Hills. 

Generally,  notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  encountered,  there  has  been  a  definite  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  efforts  made  by  Districts  Authorities  and  Water  Undertakers  to  meet  future  demands. 
Subject  to  no  interference,  it  will  take  from  five  to  ten  years  before  all  the  schemes  of  a  major 
nature  are  implemented.  These  proposals  should  not  only  provide  adequate  water  for  the  larger 
centres  of  population  but  for  agriculture  and  industry  as  well. 
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On  the  whole  the  quality  of  the  piped  water  as  received  by  the  consumer  has  proved  satisfactory. 
Where  the  larger  sup])ly  s}’stems  apply  the  water  is  chlorinated.  In  some  of  the  smaller  schemes  inter¬ 
mittent  or  .seasonal  contamination  was  evident.  Altogether  1,499  samples  of  raw  and  treated  water 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  136  for  chemical  analysis. 

With  regard  to  adequacy,  shortages  were  experienced  in  the  following  districts — llminster, 
Glutton,  Laiigport  and  Wincanton.  In  one  or  two  cases  the  su])plies  had  to  be  curtailed. 


Regarding  private  well  water  supplies,  the  following  action  was  taken: — 

Urbans.  Rurals. 

Samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  ...  16  275 

Number  found  satisfactory  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  6  91 

Number  of  2)ipcd  supplies  substituted  for  well  water  ...  ...  lU  140 

Number  of  wells  closed  .  .  ...  ...  ...  9  67 


In  the  Rural  Areas  in  thirteen  out  of  the  sixteen  Rural  Uistricts  there  are  7,793  wells  being  used 
as  the  source  of  supply.  In  the  remaining  three  where  the  number  is  not  known  it  is  likely  that  the 
wells  in  use  for  domestic  purposes  will  raise  the  total  figure  to  about  10,000. 

Approximately  63,545  houses  in  the  twenty  Borough  and  Urban  Uistricts  have  a  piped  supply, 
886  obtain  their  water  from  standpipes  and  104  from  well  supplies. 

In  the  Rural  Areas  50,420  houses  receive  their  water  from  the  main  direct,  4,180  from  standpipes 
and  about  10,000  from  wells. 

Of  the  397  parishes  contained  in  the  sixteen  Rural  Districts  294  have  wholly  or  in  part  a  supply 
from  the  public  mains  and  48  a  piped  supply  from  a  private  source.  With  regard  to  the  remainder, 
these  will  be  catered  for  by  the  schemes  aforementioned  with  the  exception  of  a  few  parishes  which 
are  remote  and  scattered. 

Details  of  works  carried  out  during  the  year  by  district  authorities  together  with  proposals  under 
consideration  are  as  follows: — 

Urban  Areas. 

Burnham.  A  scheme  has  been  approved  to  enlarge  the  size  of  the  mains  and  plant,  also  the 
sinking  of  a  new  borehole. 

Chard.  Owing  to  increased  consumption,  mainly  from  new  housing  estates,  it  was  found  neces¬ 
sary  to  work  the  pumps  continuously  at  the  High  Level  Well. 

A  new  scheme  is  under  consideration  to  serve  the  higher  parts  of  the  town. 

Clevedon.  Apart  from  the  laying  of  1,000  feet  of  4in  main  to  supply  a  housing  estate  on  the 
Teignmouth  Road,  no  new  works  were  carried  out. 

Glastonbury.  Work  on  the  new  reservoir  at  Tor  Hill,  the  Pumping  Station  at  Edgarley  Reser¬ 
voir  and  the  rising  and  distribution  mains  to  supply  Windmill  Hill  Housing  Estate  were  completed. 

The  installation  of  a  Booster  Plant  to  increase  pressure  on  the  Low  Level  System  is  in  hand. 

A  scheme  for  supplying  agricultural  needs  in  the  Brindham  and  Wick  areas  and  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  not  proceeded  with  due  to  lack  of  financial  assistance. 
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The  whole  of  the  public  supply  is  now  chlorinated  and  only  12  premises  in  the  whole  of  the 
Borough  draw  water  from  private  wells. 

Keynsham.  An  extension  of  mains  to  serve  a  new  housing  estate  was  carried  out  during  the 

year. 

Minehead.  Shortages  occurred  in  the  Perriton  and  Hopcott  areas  due  to  heavy  consumption 
on  the  lower  levels  of  the  town.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  remedy  this  and  the  work  will 
be  put  in  hand  when  the  necessary  materials  can  be  obtained. 

A  long  term  plan  for  the  storage  and  treatment  of  supplies  has  been  under  discussion. 
Further  progress  is  in  abeyance  pending  publication  of  the  Ministry’s  report  on  the  Water  Survey  of 
Somerset. 

Norton  Radstock.  A  short  extension  of  3in.  main  was  laid  for  a  distance  of  150  yards  to 
serve  a  new  housing  site  at  Underhill  Lane. 

PoRTiSHEAD.  The  Portishead  Water  Company  have  under  consideration  the  laying  of  a  main 
from  Down  Road,  Portishead,  to  Redclilfe  Bay. 

Shepton  Mallet.  Several  small  mains  extensions  were  carried  out  or  put  in  hand  particularly 
in  respect  of  the  Council’s  Housing  Estate  at  Ridgway. 

Main  water  was  laid  on  to  one  farm  property  at  which  well  water  had  been  used  and  found 
unsatisfactory.  Negotiations  are  also  in  hand  to  supply  mains  water  to  three  cottages  at  Cannards 
Grave. 

Street.  A  link  main  between  Stonehill  and  West  End  was  provided  to  improve  the  pressure 
and  supply  to  Walton  Parish. 

Work  was  commenced  on  laying  a  15in.  new  trunk  main  from  Rodney  Stoke. 

Unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained  during  July  and  August  due  to  a  fault  in  the  chlorin- 
ator.  This  was  repaired  and  sample  results  subsequently  proved  satisfactory. 

Taunton.  Extension  of  mains  to  housing  sites  and  renewal  of  old  mains  were  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

Due  to  shortage,  watering  of  gardens  and  the  washing  of  cars  was  prohibited.  An  appeal 
for  economy  was  also  sent  out  to  the  public. 

Watcuet.  To  ensure  a  supply  to  higher  levels  during  the  summer  months,  a  small  pump  house 
has  been  erected  and  a  booster  installed. 

Wellington.  A  shortage  was  experienced  by  properties  situated  on  the  Exeter  Road  due  to  the 
drying  up  of  private  wells.  It  is  the  Council’s  intention  to  afford  a  main  supply  to  this  area. 

Wells.  A  slight  shortage  was  experienced  during  the  summer  months.  To  obviate  this,  work 
on  an  additional  borehole  was  begun. 

Weston-super-Mare.  The  following  extensions  of  public  supplies  were  carried  out:  — 

3in.  main  extension,  Polden  Road  .  .  180  yards. 

3in.  main  extension,  Dunkery  Road .  ...  ...  ...  100 

New  6in.  and  3in.  mains,  Sumraerlands  Estate  .  ...  3,000  „ 
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Future  proposals  include;  — 

£ 

New  12in.  main.  Hill  Road,  Summcrlands  Estate .  2,500 

New  12in.  main,  Summcrlands  Estate  to  Waterworks  ...  ...  ...  4,500 

Bournville  Estate  (Site  10)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,500 

Yeovil.  No  new  works  were  carried  out  apart  from  a  few  small  main  extensions  to  Housing 
Sites. 

Fut-urc  proposals  include  the  construction  of  a  borehole  (No.  4)  at  Catlistock  and  to  obtain 
a  bulk  supply  from  the  Yeovil  Rural  District  Council’s  proposed  impounding  reservoir  at  Sutton 
Bingham. 


Rural  Areas. 

Axbridge.  At  Crickham  in  the  Wedmore  area  480  yards  of  lin.  service  pipe  were  laid  to  serve 
agricultural  premises.  Chemical  cleansing  of  existing  mains  at  Blagdon  was  completed. 

A  supply  of  water  from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  through  the  Chelvey  Pipe  Line 
was  laid  on,  the  Waterworks  Company  carrying  out  the  works. 

Future  proposals  include:  — 

Priority  1. 

Extension  of  water  main.  Moor  Lane,  Locking,  550  yards  3in. 

main,  1,057  lin.  service 
Water  supply  to  Wrington  Hill 

Additional  water  from  Cheddar  Pumping  Station  of  Bristol  Water¬ 
works  Co.  ...  . 

Priority  2. 

Extension  of  water  main  at  Kewstoke  (Weston-super-Mare  Borough 
Council’s  area  of  supply) 

Extension  of  water  supply.  Upper  Langford 
Water  extension.  Summers  Lane,  Wolvershill,  Banwell 
Construction  of  Balancing  Tank,  High  Level,  Winscombe . 

Bathavon.  Extensions  to  Council  Housing  Sites  made  at  Batheaston,  Camerton,  Weston  and 
Whitchurch.  Due  to  contamination  of  supplies  it  is  hoped  to  arrange  for  a  piped  supply  to  Comp¬ 
ton  Dando  and  in  the  case  of  Claverton  for  an  overhaul  of  the  Estate  supply. 

Future  proposals  include:- — 

Dunkerton  -To  provide  a  main  sujiply  for  the  village  by  extending  the 
main  from  Peasedown 

Compton  Dando — Provision  of  a  main  supply  ... 

Woollard — A  piped  supply  to  be  provided  by  the  West  Gloucester  Water 
Company  ...  ...  . 

Newton  St.  Loe — The  provision  of  a  piped  supply  by  West  Gloucester 
Water  Company  to  serve  village  ... 

Swinford — Extension  V)f  piped  supply  to  serve  the  hamlet  . 


£ 

5,080 

190 

1,500 


£  s.  d. 

864  0  0 
1,519  15  0 


1,850  2  0 
1,376  15  0 
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Bridgwater.  Extensions  of  mains  were  carried  out  at  Petherton  Park,  North  Petherton  and 
Plainslicld,  Over  Stowey.  There  was  a  breakdown  in  the  supply  at  Fiddington  but  this  was  remedied 
by  a  temporary  supply  pipe  being  laid  from  Over  Stowey. 

Future  proposals  include:  — 


Over  Stowey  Water  Supply  Scheme 
a  cost  of 

Over  Stowey  to  Fiddington  3in.  link  main 
Moorlinch  mains  extension 
Steart  mains  extension  . . . 

Shapwick  mains  extension 
Merridge  complete  water  scheme 


'This  is  now  under  constt 


uction  at 


22,000 

1,900 

1,191 

2,583 

2,542 

2,625 


Chard.  Works  carried  out  during  the  year  comprise  a  3in.  water  extension  to  Newtown, 
Buckland  St.  Mary,  new  pumping  equipment  provided  at  Stowell  Mead  Pumping  Station,  Tatworth, 
and  a  30,000  gallon  capacity  storage  tank  constructed  at  Egwood  Hill,  Merriott. 


Future  proposals  include: 


£ 

Development  and  extension  of  Regional  Scheme  under  consideration  by 


Ministry  of  Health  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137,000 

3in.  extensions  to  Golden  Fleece,  Tatworth  Bridge,  Winsham  and 

Ammerham,  Winsham  .  .  ...  2,200 

3in.  and  2in.  extensions  to  Tytherleigh,  Chard  Parish  ...  ...  ...  600 

3in.  extension  from  Crewkerne  U.D.C.  main  to  Clapton,  West  Crewkerne  1,644 


Clutton.  Extensions  were  made  to  the  Chilcompton  and  Clutton  housing  schemes.  During 
the  year  shortages  occurred  on  the  Downside  supply.  Future  proposals  include  the  laying  of  1,140 
yards  of  main  to  supply  East  Harptree,  Highfield  Lane. 

Dulverton.  The  Huish  Champflower  scheme,  approved  in  1949  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  at 
a  cost  of  £3,400,  was  completed. 

Frome.  a  shortage  occurred  in  the  Nunney  district  due  to  one  mile  of  main  being  badly 
corroded,  and  this  was  replaced.  It  is  intended  to  carry  out  an  extension  of  the  Norton  St.  Philip 
Regional  Supply  to  serve  the  parish  of  Hemington  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £28,000.  The  date  for 
work  to  commence  has  been  provisionally  fixed  for  the  1st  October,  1951. 

Langport.  Stage  II  of  the  Eastern  Parishes  Scheme  was  sufficiently  advanced  to  permit  a 
mains  supply  to  the  parish  of  Pitney.  It  is  anticipated  that  a  supply  will  be  alTorded  to  High  Ham 
in  1951. 


Shortages  occurred  in  the  higher  parts  of  Curry  Rivel  on  the  Western  Parishes  supply  and 
in  the  village  of  Long  Sutton.  To  alleviate  this  shortage  a  pump  was  installed  at  Bow  Street,  Lang¬ 
port,  to  pump  water  to  the  Higher  Reservoir  at  Curry  Rivel.  To  a  certain  extent  this  helped  to 
maintain  the  supply  to  the  higher  part  of  that  district. 

At  Long  Sutton  the  supply  was  restricted  from  the  end  of  May  to  early  September. 
Arrangements  to  augment  this  supply  from  the  Eastern  Parishes  Scheme  are  to  be  put  in  operation 
as  soon  as  the  contract  is  sufficiently  advanced. 
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It  is  anticipated  that  Stage  III  of  the  Eastern  Parislies  Scheme  will  be  commenced  early  in 
l‘)5l  and  will,  when  completed,  carry  water  to  the  seven  remaining  parishes  which  have  no  mains 
supply. 


Long  Ashton.  A  new  trunk  main  was  laid  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  from  their 
Chclvey  Pumping  Station  to  Yatton  reservoir  on  Cadbury  Hill.  This  bulk  supply  now  replaces  the 
borehole  supply  which  partially  failed  during  the  year  at  Claverham  on  which  Yatton  Parochial 
Undertaking  was  entirely  dependent.  Water  from  the  new  source  is  much  softer  than  that  from  the 
borehole,  bin.  main  extensions  by  the  Clevedon  Water  Company  to  Stone  Edge  Batch  and  Ticken- 
ham  Hill  to  replace  the  existing  small  diameter  service  main  and  to  improve  the  supply  in  this  area 
and  alTord  a  supply  to  the  Tickenham  Housing  Site  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Action  was 
taken  respecting  contamination  of  supplies  in  the  Wraxall  (Lodge  Lane),  Weston-in-Gordano  and 
Redclilfe  Bay  areas. 

A  partial  failure  of  the  Council’s  borehole  supply  at  Claverham  caused  a  temporary  shortage 
at  Yatton.  The  supply  was  maintained  by  the  linking  at  Kenn  of  the  Yatton  su])ply  to  the  Clevedon 
Water  Company’s  main  with  450  yards  of  temporary  3in.  main. 

Future  proposals  include;  — 


Dundry — Provision  of  mains,  pumping  station  and  reservoir  to  Dundry 
for  bulk  supply  from  Bristol  Waterworks  Co.  ... 

This  parish  may  ultimately  be  included  in  the  Bristol  Water  Com¬ 
pany’s  Statutory  area  of  supply. 

Kingston  Seymour — Further  main  extension  of  Council’s  Yatton  Parochial 
Supply  from  the  centre  of  the  village  to  outer  areas 

Claplon-in-Gorduno — Extension  of  main  to  village  by  Portishead  Water 
Company  .  . 

North  Weston — Provision  of  main  supply  by  Portishead  Water  Company 
to  Redclilfe  Bay  area  to  replace  existing  inadequate  private  standpipe 
supply  . 

W eston-in-Gordano  and  North  Weston — Extension  of  main  by  Portishead 
Water  Company  to  replace  existing  main  supply 

Barrow  Gurney — Extension  of  main  from  Felton  by  Bristol  Waterworks 
Company,  under  guarantee,  to  Barrow  Gurney  and  district.  The 
Winford  undertaking  is  to  be  ultimately  transferred  to  the  Bristol 
Waterworks  Company  . 


£ 

26,312 


2,057 

6,275 

21,218 


4,500 


Shepton  Mallet.  An  extension  of  the  public  supply  to  a  new  housing  site  at  Batcombe  was 
commenced  but  not  completed.  The  main  is  intended  to  serve  a  considerable  part  of  Batcombe 
village  when  more  water  is  available. 

Seasonal  pollution  of  small  untreated  supplies  was  more  troublesome  than  usual  due  to  the 
very  wet  year.  It  was  not  possible  to  do  much  to  eliminate  the  contamination,  probably  caused  by 
cattle,  due  to  the  geological  formation  of  the  gathering  grounds. 

Some  progress  was  made  with  the  preparation  of  the  major  water  scheme  for  the  St.  Dun- 
stan’s  Well  and  Ashwick  Grove  areas  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers 
will  be  in  a  position  to  call  for  tenders  early  in  1951.  A  provisional  starting  date  has  been  fixed  for 
September,  1951,  and  much  of  the  materials  including  pipes  have  been  ordered.  The  estimated  cost 
is  £235,000.  The  need  for  a  mains  supply  of  satisfactory  quality  and  suHicient  in  quantity  is  urgently 
required. 
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Taun  ion.  The  laying  of  3,661  yards  of  main  to  Stoke  St.  Mary  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Future  proj)osals  include  the  provision  td'  main  supplies  U)  Cheddon  Fitzpaine,  Creech  St. 
Michael  (Adsborough),  the  villages  of  Uurston,  Kingston,  Otlerford,  Tolland,  West  Flatch  and  West 
Monklon. 

WiiLLiNGTON.  Works  to  extend  the  mains  from  Bradford  to  Oake  to  supply  the  latter  parish 
were  commenced  during  the  year. 

Future  proposals  include  a  scheme  to  supply  Ashbrittle,  Stawley,  Sampford  Arundel, 
Wellington  Without  (part),  Langford  Budville  and  Ihorne  St.  Margaret,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
£45,000,  a  small  scheme  for  Bathealton,  estimated  cost  £1,000,  and  another  for  Waterrow  in  the 
parish  of  Cnipsiable.  A  supply  to  other  parts  of  the  district  is  desirable  but  is  dependent  upon  the 
projected  reservoir  at  Clatworthy  by  the  Taunton  Corporation. 

Wells.  Main  supplies  were  installed  in  the  villages  of  Draycott,  Coxley  and  Wookey.  It  is 
proposed  to  make  a  start  on  the  Northern  and  Southern  Parishes  schemes  early  in  1951.  Improve¬ 
ments  are  also  to  be  carried  out  at  Chewton  Mendip  and  Horrington. 

WiLLiTON.  To  alleviate  a  shortage  at  Luckwell  Bridge,  steps  were  taken  to  bring  in  further 
spring  water  not  previously  collected. 

In  three  cases  piped  supplies  were  substi.uted  for  well  water. 

A  new  temporary  supply  was  allorded  to  Council  Houses  at  Luxborough.  The  Monksilver 
supply,  hitherto  piivately  owned,  was  taken  over  by  the  Council,  the  collecting  system  reconstructed 
and  a  1,600  gallon  tank  installed.  The  West  Hawkwell  collecting  area  was  improved  and  an  exten¬ 
sion  of  3in.  main  along  the  Porlock  Road  was  carried  out. 

Future  proposals  include  extensions  and  improvements  in  the  following  areas: — Ellicombe, 
Carhampton,  Monksilver  and  Watchet  Hill,  also  in  various  other  parishes  when  the  water  is  available 
from  the  proposed  impounding  reservoir  at  Clatworthy  to  be  constructed  by  the  Taunton  Borough 
Council. 

Doverhay — It  is  proposed  to  purchase  the  supply  from  the  National  Trust  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  about  £8,000. 

WiNCANTON.  No  extensions  or  new  works  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Shortages  occurred 
in  the  parishes  of  Charlton  Musgrove,  Compton  Pauncefoot  and  Bruton.  To  overcome  this  a  con¬ 
nection  was  made  from  the  Penselwood  mam  to  the  Charlton  Musgrove  mains. 

lb  guard  against  future  contamination  the  Council  have  agreed  to  purchase  a  small  protec¬ 
tive  area  near  Bradley  Heath  Springs. 

A  comprehensive  scheme,  which  will  allow  for  an  estimated  future  demand  of  1,320,1UU 
gallons  per  day,  is  under  discussion  with  the  Ministry.  The  proposals  include  additional  reservoirs, 
mains  and  pumping  facilities. 

Yeovil.  The  laying  of  3,600  yards  9in.  and  900  yards  6in.  main  from  Halfway,  Chilthorne 
Domer  to  llchester  was  completed.  Due  to  excessive  pumping  there  was  a  reduction  in  the  yield  of 
the  boreholes. 

A  comprehensive  scheme  of  water  supply  under  the  Yeovil  Rural  Water  Order  1950  is  now 
in  hand.  The  scheme  includes  the  construction  of  an  impounding  reservoir  at  Sutton  Bingham  of 
approximately  500,000,000  gallons,  together  with  pumping  and  treatment  plant,  pumping  mains, 
trunk  mains,  and  service  reservoirs.  The  estimated  total  cost  will  be  £760,000.  When  completed  it 
will  be  possible  to  supply  in  bulk  to  adjacent  authorities. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

New  schenu's  coni])lele(l  during  the  year  were  as  lollows: — Caiiiiiiiglon,  Bridgwater  Rural  ; 
Wiveliscombe  (Langley),  Wellington  Rural;  Stogursey,  Williton  R.l).  ;  Chilthorne  Doiner,  Yeovil 
Rural.  Progress  was  also  made  with  the  extension  of  the  sewerage  system  at  Somerton,  Langport 
R.L).,  and  the  provision  of  new  drainage  and  disposal  works  at  Jlchestcr,  Yeovil  Rural. 

Other  works  undertaken  mainly  comprised  extensions  to  new  housing  sites.  Some  of  these, 
particularly  in  urban  areas,  were  extensive  and  as  there  is  a  limit  to  what  sewers  will  convey  and 
what  disposal  works  will  elliciently  deal  with,  existing  systems  are  in  a  number  of  cases  being  taxed 
to  the  utmost. 

The  curve  showing  the  cost  of  labour  and  materials  has  continued  to  rise  and  this  is  causing 
many  authorities  grave  concern.  Schemes  are  now  costing  about  one  and  a  (Quarter  times  as  much  as 
they  did  in  1939  and  it  is  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule  if  one  is  completed  for  the  sum  originally 
estimated.  It  would  be  heartening  if  one  could  hope  for  a  period  of  stability  in  prices  for  although 
the  yardstick  issued  in  the  Ministry’s  circular  in  1947  is  a  little  out  of  date  with  current  charges  tor 
labour  and  materials  there  must  be  an  economic  limit  to  the  jrrovision  of  sewerage  and  .sewage  dis¬ 
posal.  Although  this  applies  generally  to  all  authorities  it  is  going  to  affect  the  rural  districts  consider¬ 
ably  owing  to  the  costly  nature  of  providing  for  straggling  properties  where  there  are  long  lengths  of 
unproductive  sewers.  In  some  villages  and  hamlets  the  cost  of  a  main  scheme  will  prove  prohibitive; 
nevertheless,  if  a  piped  supply  of  water  is  available  and  there  is  no  danger  of  contaminating  any 
sources  of  supply,  septic  tanks  and  sub-irrigation  channels  can  be  j)rovided  to  meet  the  installations  of 
W.C.s  and  baths.  These  are  not  amenities  but  essentials  to  the  well-being  of  the  rural  community. 
To  ease  the  burden  on  many  rural  authorities  grants  will  have  to  be  increased.  The  £15,000,000  set 
aside  to  assist  them  in  their  water  and  sewerage  schemes  is  insufheient  as  the  cost  of  works  has  risen 
considerably  since  the  allotment  was  made. 

The  estimated  cost  of  schemes  submitted  by  rural  authorities  during  the  year  and  approved  by  the 
County  Council  amounted  to  £251,550  17s.  lOd. 

Works  carried  out  during  the  year  and  schemes  under  consideration  were  as  follows: — 


Urban  Areas. 

Bridgwatur.  No  new  works  or  extensions  of  sewers  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Future 
proposals  include  the  laying  of  a  relief  sewer  to  correct  local  surcharge  in  times  of  storm  at  Quan- 
tock  Road  and  Halesleigh  Road  (£11,650)  and  the  laying  of  a  sewer  at  Westonzoyland  Road 
primarily  to  drain  the  southern  portion  of  the  Sydenham  Housing  Estate  (£69,000). 

Clevedon.  A  new  combined  18in.  sewer  was  laid  for  a  distance  of  970  feet  to  serve  the 
housing  estate  on  the  Teignmouth  Road. 

Future  proposals  include  the  laying  of  438  yards  of  sewer  to  the  Coleridge  Vale  Estate  at 
a  cost  of  £2,030.  Consultations  are  now  being  held  with  Local  Government  Departments  respecting 
the  overhaul,  probable  reconstruction  and  new  outfall  to  sea  of  the  low  level  main  sewer. 

Glastonbury.  The  scheme  for  new  disposal  works  to  deal  with  the  town  sewage  and  trade 
effluents  from  two  skin  dressing  factories  has  now  been  approved  in  principle  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 


56 


Ilminster.  Apart  from  an  extension  of  a  new  sewer  for  the  Butts  Housing  Site  no  new  works 
or  improvements  were  made. 

Keynsham.  Sewers  have  been  extended  and  pumping  equipment  installed  to  deal  with  the 
sewage  from  a  new  housing  site  to  accommodate  1 16  houses. 

Norton  Radstock.  An  extension  of  the  sewer  to  take  drainage  from  new  pit-head  baths  at 
Norton  Hill  Colliery  was  carried  out.  A  proposal  for  the  installation  of  a  sewer  to  serve  the  Thicket 
Mead  area  is  under  consideration. 


PoRTiSHEAD.  The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  have  been  asked  to  prepare  a  report  on  the 
sewerage  system  of  the  district. 

Taunton.  No  improvements  or  alterations  were  carried  out  apart  from  an  extension  of  a  21  in. 
sewer  in  the  Lyngford  area  for  a  distance  of  420  feet. 

Watchet.  Work  was  completed  on  the  extension  of  650  yards  of  sewer  to  serve  a  new  Council 
Housing  Estate  of  approximately  50  houses.  , 

Wellington.  Work  on  the  extension  of  the  disposal  works  at  Mitchells  Pool  is  now  almost 
complete. 

Weston-super-Mare.  Extensions  of  sewers  for  a  distance  of  800  yards  were  made  on  the 
Summerlands  Estate. 

Future  proposals  provide  for  the  laying  of  soil  and  surface  water  sewers  on  the  Bournville 
Estate  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £13,000. 


Yeovil.  Extensions  of  sewers  were  carried  out  at  Milford  and  Larkhill  Housing  Estates. 
Rural  Areas. 

Axbridge.  Schemes  under  consideration  include:  — 

Estimated  cost. 

Priority  1.  £  s.  d. 

Axbridge  and  Cross  Sewerage  System  .  35,874  0  0 

Sewering  of  part  of  Parish  of  Shiplnm  (Phase  1)  ...  ...  ...  774  10  0 

Priority  2. 

Congresbury  and  District  Sewerage  System  (Phases  1  and  2)  ...  55,663  19  6 

Bathavon.  With  the  exception  of  minor  extensions  to  serve  the  various  housing  sites  no  other 

schemes  have  been  put  into  operation. 


Schemes  under  consideration  include:  — 

Estimated  cost. 

£  s.  d. 

Bathford  (part)  .  . 

.  9,350  0  0 

Freshford  ...  ...  . 

.  15,000  0  0 

Also — Hinton  Charterhouse  ) 

Priston  ) 

South  Stoke  J 

A  scheme  is  being  prepared  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  to  deal  with  the 


southern  portion  of  Peasedown  St.  John  and  the  hamlet  of  Shoscombe. 


y/ 


Bridgwater.  Extensions  of  sewers  were  carried  out  at  Chilton  Polden  and  North  Newton  and 
a  new  sewage  disposal  works  completed  at  Cannington.  A  9in.  sewer  was  laid  to  connect  the 
Council  Houses  at  Cannington  with  the  new  sewage  disposal  works  18in.  combined  sewer  at  Spaxton 
and  a  15in.  foul  water  sewer  at  Ashcott. 

Future  proposals  include  a  Northern  Villages  Group  Scheme  for  East  and  West  Huntspill 
and  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  at  Chedzoy. 

Chard.  Work  was  completed  on  a  new  settlement  tank  at  Whitelackington  and  a  new  length  of 
sewer  was  laid  to  serve  Council  houses  at  Forton.  A  diversion  of  a  9in.  sewer  at  Monkhouse  Lane, 
Merriott,  was  made. 

Schemes  under  consideration  include  a  sewer  extension  at  Winsham  and  schemes  for  Broad¬ 
way,  Donyatt  and  Dowlish  Wake. 

Clutton.  a  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  Paulton  is  under  consideration. 

Dulverton.  Future  proposals  include  schemes  for  Winsford  and  Brompton  Regis. 

Frome.  No  extensions  or  improvements  were  made  during  the  year. 

Future  proposals  include  schemes  of  sex'erage  for  Norton  St.  Philip  and  Beckington. 

Langport.  Extension  of  sewers  to  parts  of  Somerton  and  the  provision  of  pumping  plant 
proceeded  during  the  year. 

A  disposal  scheme  for  Langport  is  under  consideration. 

Long  Ashton.  Work  was  completed  on  a  scheme  involving  the  installation  of  more  powerful 
pumps  at  the  Yatton  sewage  pumping  station  in  conjunction  with  the  new  rising  main  to  the  sea 
outfall. 


Schemes  have  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  in  respect  of  Nailsea,  £83,000, 
and  Cleeve,  £3,900.  Other  schemes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  are  contemplated  for  Flax 
Bourton,  Dundry  and  Long  Ashton,  Winford,  Portbury  and  Easton-in-Gordano.  A  Ministry  of 
Health  Inquiry  was  held  regarding  the  Portbury  Scheme  but  consideration  is  now  being  given  to  a 
joint  scheme  to  include  a  portion  of  Easton-in-Gordano  Parish  and  the  use  of  the  existing  sewer 
outfall  into  the  Avon  estuary. 

Shepton  Mallet.  Schemes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  are  in  course  of  preparation  for 
Stoke  Lane  and  Stratton-on-the-Fosse,  the  former  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £50,000,  which  figure  also 
includes  the  sewering  of  a  small  portion  of  the  parish  of  Ashwick. 

Due  to  extensive  building  operations  in  Evercreech  the  need  for  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  has  become  necessary.  The  Council’s  Consultants 
have  been  instructed  to  prepare  a  scheme  to  deal  with  the  problem. 

Gurney  Slade  and  Croscombe  are  considered  next  in  priority  for  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  works. 

Wellington.  At  Langley  in  the  parish  of  Wiveliscombe  Without  new  sewers  were  provided 
and  the  Style  Works  at  Wiveliscombe  were  completely  reconstructed. 
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It  is  proposed  to  reconstruct  the  disposal  works  at  Milverton,  relay  the  trunk  sewer  and  to 
carry  out  the  sewering  of  Preston  Bowycr.  The  cost  is  estimated  at  £26,000.  Other  proposals 
include  the  following :  — 

Estimated 

cost. 

£ 

Langford  Budville — provision  of  sewers  and  disposal  works  ...  ...  7,500 

West  Bucklaml — provision  of  sewers  and  disposal  works  .  7,000 

Fitzhead — provision  of  sewers  and  disposal  works  .  8.000 

Wells.  No  extensions  or  improvements  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  are  proposed  for  the  parishes  of  Wookey  and 

Walton. 


WiLLiTON.  The  Stogursey  Sewerage  Scheme  has  now  been  completed. 

Proposals  under  consideration  include  the  discharge  of  Williton  outfall  to  existing  sea  out¬ 
fall  at  Doniford  and  short  extensions  at  Williton,  Roadwater  and  Washford. 


WiNCANTON.  No  new  works  or  extensions  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

A  scheme  is  being  prepared  for  Templecombe  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £50,000.  In  addition 
schemes  are  being  considered  for  North  Cheriton  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £7,500  and  Sutton  Montis 
at  a  cost  of  £5,500. 


Yeovil.  The  scheme  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  main  part  of  Chilthorne 
Domer  was  completed  and  good  progress  was  made  on  the  works  at  Ilchester. 


Future  proposals  in  priority  order  are  as  follows:  — 


East  and  West  Coker — approved  by  Ministry 
Haselhnry  Plncknett — in  course  of  preparation 
Mud  ford — in  course  of  preparation... 
Martock 
Montacute 
Stoke-sub-Haindon 


A  joint  sewage  disposal  scheme  is  being  prcj)ared 
for  these  three  parishes  ... 


Estimated 

cost. 

£ 

53,000 

6,400 

7,500 

32,000 


RIVER  POLLUTION. 

The  Somerset  River  Board  assumed  responsibilit}/  for  the  supervision  of  rivers  and  watercourses 
as  from  the  1st  April,  1950.  There  were  no  cases  of  pollution  reported  during  the  first  three  months 
of  the  year.  The  task  of  keeping  the  County  rivers  clean  is  a  difficult  one.  In  the  past  the  law  relating 
to  pollution  prevention  has  i)roved  weak  and  mainly  ineffective.  Until  it  is  strengthened  and  the 
national  economy  improves  it  is  difficult  to  visualize  any'  great  advancement  in  the  general  appear¬ 
ance  of  our  rivers  and  streams.  It  is  delightful  to  see  a  clean  stream  which  adds  to  the  amenity  of 
the  countryside  and  one  further  imjiortant  factor  to  bear  in  mind  is  the  possible  future  use  of  water¬ 
courses  to  augment  our  water  supplies.  1  feel  sure  that  the  River  Board  in  their  new  duties  will 
receive  the  co-operation  of  all  concerned. 
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HOUSING. 

New  accommodation  provided,  liouses  in  course  oi  erection,  both  temporary  and  permanent,  are 
shown  in  Table  XV. 

During  the  year  Local  Authorities  erected  1,610  houses,  a  decrease  ol  326  on  the  previous  year. 
Those  built  by  private  enterprise  numbered  407  which  exceeded  the  1040  figure  by  37.  The  conver¬ 
sion  ol  larger  dwellings  into  Hats  and  other  buildings  into  temporary  tenements  provided  380  new 
homes,  making  a  grand  total  ol  2,406  lor  1050  which  is  260  less  than  the  figure  for  1940. 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  by  Local  Authorities  and  private  enterprise  numbered  1,553  which  is 
155  short  ol  those  being  built  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 

Although  2,406  new  dwellings  have  been  provided  the  applicants  for  new  homes  still  remain  about 
the  same  as  those  for  1040,  viz.,  19,564  plus  those  on  the  waiting  lists  of  llminster  and  Street  urbans 
— see  Table  XVT — against  20,881.  The  numbers  are  about  equally  shared  between  urban  and  rural 
districts.  Whilst  it  was  generally  assumed  that  the  lists  of  aj^iplicants  a  few  years  ago  were  inllated 
due  to  many  having  their  names  registered  with  several  Authorities  in  their  endeavour  to  get  a  house, 
these  lists  have  been  screened  and  the  applications  duplicated  are  now  comjraratively  few.  The 
population  has  increased,  so  has  the  marriage  rate;  these  factors  are  sometimes  lost  sight  of  when  the 
housing  position  is  being  reviewed.  The  fact  remains,  however,  that  house  construction  is  not  keeping 
pace  with  the  demands  for  new  homes  by  a  good  margin.  Dwellings  required  to  replace  those  classi¬ 
fied  as  unfit,  to  abate  overcrowding  and  other  unsatisfactory  conditions — see  Table  XVI — total 
14,463,  which  is  over  1,000  more  than  last  year.  The  approximate  number  of  houses  needed,  there¬ 
fore,  to  satisfy  all  requirements  after  making  various  allowances  must  be  in  the  region  of  27,000. 
Unless  allocations  ol  houses  are  increased  it  will  take  about  thirteen  years  to  meet  present  needs,  it 
is  indeed  tragic  to  find  so  many  rifts  in  the  relationships  of  families  all  due  to  the  sharing  of  accom¬ 
modation.  Such  unpleasantness  would  never  have  arisen  if  homes  for  all  had  been  available.  About 
three  hundred  letters  relating  to  housing  needs  were  received  by  my  department  during  the  year  ; 
seme  were  very  bitter,  others  pathetic  and  deeply  moving,  particularly  when  there  was  tuberculosis 
or  other  sickness  in  the  family.  The  number  of  such  communications  reaching  local  authorities  must 
be  colossal.  Overcrowding  has  increased,  particularly  in  urban  areas.  Sometimes  this  is  intentional 
in  the  hope  that  it  will  expedite  the  allotment  of  a  house.  There  are,  however,  many  genuine  cases 
when  apart  from  gross  legal  overcrowding  there  is  moral  overcrowding  also.  One  investigated  by  my 
department  which  may  be  typical  of  many  showed  that  in  one  bedroom,  sufficient  for  only  two  adults, 
there  were  the  father,  mother,  two  girls  aged  17  and  14  and  two  boys  9  and  2.  Most  authorities  have 
a  “points”  or  some  such  system  which  is  used  when  tenancies  are  allocated.  I  most  strongly  urge 
that  the  appropriate  Letting  Committees  insist  that  a  report  from  the  Health  Department  must  accom¬ 
pany  each  application  for  a  new  house. 

There  arc  many  houses  classed  as  unfit  which  will  have  to  remain  for  some  time  owing  to  the 
housing  shortage.  These  really  fall  under  two  headings;  “A”  those  with  inherent  defects  and  on 
which  no  amount  of  expenditure  will  make  them  fit,  and  “B”  the  houses  which  cannot  be  repaired  at 
a  reasonable  cost  but  without  many  of  the  evils  of  those  in  group  “A”.  It  is  con.sidercd  advisable 
that  the  buildings  coming  within  the  former  group  be  placed  in  priority  order  respecting  the  rehous¬ 
ing  of  the  tenants,  taking  into  account  the  medical  history  of  the  families  and  the  numlDer  of  young 
children  living  in  such  conditions. 

It  is  disquieting  to  learn  of  many  who,  although  they  badly  need  a  new  house,  have  to  forfeit 
their  right  due  to  their  inability  to  pay  the  rent.  This  problem  is  no  doubt  receiving  the  consideration 
of  District  Authorities;  it  is  growing,  however,  and  if  all  families  are  to  be  decently  housed  a  solution 
will  have  to  be  found. 
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Improvement  Grants  made  under  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  are  shown  in  the  last  column 
of  Table  XVI.  hive  applications  were  approved  during  the  year,  four  of  which  were  in  three  rural 
districts.  It  is  doubtful  if  much  headway  will  be  made  so  long  as  the  sum  involved  must  come  out 
of  the  amount  allocated  to  Local  Authorities  for  repairs.  This  is  totally  insufficient,  being  about  half 
the  amount  of  the  estimated  reejuirements.  So  far  as  rural  districts  are  concerned  twenty-four  ajipli- 
cations  were  received  affecting  thirty-one  houses.  The  four  approved  by  the  Ministry  were  in  respect 
of  six  houses. 

Rural  Housing  Survey. 

The  progress  made  during  1950  is  set  out  in  Table  XVll.  The  following  figures  illustrate  the 
progress  made  towards  the  completion  of  the  Survey  by  each  Local  Authority  during  1950.  The 
relative  percentage  figure  for  1949  is  also  given; — 


1949. 

o/ 

1950. 

O/ 

1949. 

1950. 

o/ 

Wells 

...  100.0 

100.0 

Wellington 

/o 

61.7 

/o 

71.8 

Taunton 

...  100.0 

100.0 

Axbridge 

55.9 

67.5 

Dulverton 

...  100.0 

100.0 

Wincanton 

61.6 

62.2 

Williton 

98.6 

100.0 

Bathavon 

54.5 

54.7 

Frome 

96.4 

96.4 

Shepton  Mallet 

47.5 

48.7 

Long  Ashton  ... 

83.7 

83.9 

Langport 

40.7 

40.8 

Yeovil 

85.7 

82.1 

Glutton 

39.2 

39.2 

Bridgwater 

70.4 

77.9 

Chard 

13.8 

17.7 

Comparatively  little  progress  was  made  in  1950  towards  completion  of  the  Survey.  Only  1,222 
houses  were  inspected  and  classified  which  leaves  13,272,  or  approximately  one-third,  that  require  to 
be  examined.  Out  of  a  total  of  44,109  houses  coming  within  the  Survey  30,837  have  been  dealt  with 
either  comprehensively  or  briefly  for  classification  purposes.  If  those  found  unfit,  namely  7,526,  or 
about  one-quarter,  are  added  to  those  needing  structural  alteration,  viz.,  11,742,  a  total  of  19,268  is 
obtained.  This  represents  62.5  per  cent,  of  the  houses  inspected  to  the  end  of  1950. 

Houses  considered  suitable  for  grant  aid  number  2,400.  These  dwellings  can  be  included  in 
either  Categories  III  or  V,  viz.,  “structural  alterations’’  or  “unfit’’.  It  will  be  most  unfortunate  if, 
through  lack  of  financial  assistance,  these  homes  have  finally  to  be  demolished.  It  is  surely  cheaper 
and  generally  more  economical  to  recondition  and  jrrovide  modern  amenities  than  to  build  a  new 
house,  to  say  nothing  of  the  saving  of  valuable  agricultural  land  which  replacement  houses  require. 
Many  workers  have  sunk  their  capital  in  the  purchase  of  property  in  which  they  now  live  in  retire¬ 
ment.  They  are  finding  the  financial  burden  to  carry  out  the  necessary  works  to  bring  their  houses  up 
to  modern  standards  impossible.  Surely  Improvement  Grants  were  intended  for  such  people  and 
every  effort  should  be  made  in  suitable  cases  to  foster  the  pride  of  those  who  own  the  houses  they 
occupy. 

Table  XVII  gives  details  respecting  the  progress  made  by  the  various  rural  authorities  to  the 
31st  December,  1950,  and  the  categories  into  which  the  houses  inspected  have  been  placed. 
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TABLE  XV. 


'  1  louses  crcctcMl  by 

1  Houses  in  course 

('onversion  to 

1  -1-  1 
■  leiniiorary  such  as 

1  of  erection  bv 

Flats,  etc 

Army 

Huts 

Local  Authority. 

i 

'  L.A. 

1  P.E. 

L.A. 

I  r.E. 

L.A. 

P.E. 

L.A. 

P.E. 

Urban  Areas. 

i 

!  26 

138 

1 

! 

Bridgwater 

150 

1  9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Burnham-on-Sea 

'  4 

7 

;■  84 

i  3 

- - 

4 

— 

— 

('hard 

8 

11 

'  4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Clevedon 

24 

6 

1  22t  — 

— 

2 

— 

— 

L'rewkerno 

6 

1 

28 

'  1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Frome 

79 

11 

53 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

tllastoiibiiry  ... 

21 

6 

27 

3 

— 

It  2 

— 

— 

Ilminster 

12 

3 

— 

j  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Keynsham 

56 

13 

56 

1  6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minehead 

28 

4 

14 

:  3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Norton  11  ad  stock 

— 

9 

72 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Portishead 

50 

6 

6 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shepton  Mallet 

27t  13 

5 

13t  6 

5 

1  5 

1 

— 

Street 

28 

5 

34 

2 

- - 

,  2 

45 

— 

Taunton 

124 

23 

121 

8 

— 

10 

— 

— 

Vatchet 

12 

1 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Wellington 

32 

2 

42 

4 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Wells 

28 

4 

22 

1  1 

— 

2 

'  - 

— 

Weston-s.-Mare 

100 

46 

50 

13 

11 

— 

Yeovil 

80 

15 

— 

8 

— ■ 

11 

— 

— 

Totals 

27t  855 

204 

35t  769 

83 

4 

It  57 

45 

— 

Rural  Areas. 

Axbridge 

54 

10 

43 

3 

— 

8 

— 

Bathavon 

87 

37 

78 

21 

— 

7t  14 

— 

— 

Bridgwater 

61 

14 

100 

9 

— 

— 

— 

(.'hard 

46 

15 

30 

11 

12 

— 

— 

Glutton 

28 

18 

32 

6 

j 

4 

— 

— 

Dulverton 

12 

1 

16 

1 

_ 

— ■ 

— 

2 

I'Toiiie 

26 

3 

14 

5 

-  i 

— - 

. — . 

— 

Langport 

53 

7 

26 

3 

j 

2t  5 

— 

— 

Long  Ashton  ... 

84 

26 

58 

14 

— 

15 

— 

— 

Shepton  Mallet 

37 

7 

19 

3 

1 

1 

- - 

— 

Taunton 

66  ! 

8 

14 

— 

— 

12  1 

161 

— 

Wellington 

4 

26 

4 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Wells 

33 

11 

21 

8 

— 

—  1 

5 

— 

Williton 

36 

12 

— 

-  j 

— 

4 

— 

_ 

Wincanton 

56 

11 

34 

4  1 

— 

5  1 

_ _ 

_ 

Yeovil 

58 

19 

55 

8  : 

— 

8  1 

— 

3 

Totals 

737 

203 

566 

100 

— 

9t  93 

166 

5 

Combined 

1 

Totals 

27t  1,592 

407 

35t  1,335 

183 

4 

10t150 

211 

5 

“T”  means  Temporary.  The  remaining  houses  are  of  Permanent  construction. 
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Loral  Authority 


Urban  Areas. 

Bridgwater 

Burnham-on-Sea 

Chard 

Clevedon 

Crewkerne 

Frome 

Glastonbury 

Ilminster 

Keynsham 

Minehead 

Norton  Radstock 

Portishead 

Shepton  Mallet 

Street 

Taunton 

Watchet 

Wellington 

Wells  . 

W  eston-super-Mare 
Yeovil 

Rural  Areas. 

Axbridge 

Bathavon 

Bridgwater 

Chard 

Clutton 

Dulverton 

Frome 

Langport 

Long  Ashton 

Shepton  Mallet 

Taunton 

Wellington 

Wells  . 

Williton 

Wincanton 

Yeovil 


TABLE  XVI. 


Houses  required 

Houses 
occupied 
but  con¬ 
demned  as 
totally 
unfit 

! 

I  .A]ipliea- 
'  tions  for 
Houses 

Grants 
made 
under 
Housing 
Act,  194'J 

To  replace 
those  unfit 

To  abate 
over¬ 
crowding 

1  For  other 

I  unsatis¬ 
factory 
conditions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

304 

45 

— 

3 

1,367 

Nil. 

— 

— 

240 

— 

475 

Nil. 

27 

30 

127 

27 

341 

Nil. 

20 

10 

203 

— 

260 

Nil. 

50 

50 

20 

— 

160 

Nil. 

500 

30 

300 

17 

303 

Nil. 

60 

216 

4 

257 

Nil. 

165 

20 

20 

4 

_ 

Nil. 

195 

50 

125 

11 

600 

Nil. 

— 

1 

122 

— 

160 

Nil. 

60 

40 

310 

9 

628 

Nil. 

— 

10 

13 

— 

170 

Nil. 

21 

3 

54 

— 

171 

Nil. 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Nil. 

176 

220 

1,390 

176 

2,196 

Nil. 

24 

10 

18 

— 

60 

Nil. 

168 

10 

207 

— 

385 

1 

• — ■ 

1 

76 

5 

230 

Nil. 

150 

7 

Unknown 

150 

1,145 

Nil. 

— 

50 

601 

- - 

679 

Nil. 

283 

8 

450 

89 

561  ' 

1 

155 

78 

310 

8 

1,628 

Nil. 

712 

7 

— 

9 

825 

Nil. 

139 

— 

— 

1 

514 

Nil. 

374 

50 

— 

374 

1,067 

Nil. 

— 

— 

15 

_ 

60 

Nil. 

400 

150 

— 

_ 

303 

Nil. 

315 

17 

144 

4 

460 

Nil. 

333 

11 

90 

29 

829 

1 

286 

11 

79 

3 

326 

Nil. 

300 

— 

- - 

•  ■ 

749 

2 

390 

8 

53 

45 

180 

Nil. 

150 

10 

50 

5 

255 

Nil. 

464 

16 

387 

5 

535 

Nil. 

630 

12 

200 

48 

684 

Nil. 

427 

100 

300 

6 

1,001 

Nil. 
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Totals  ■■■!  12703'6198;5840;44109j  64.1j50857|  69.9|4576|  14.8jl247J  4.0[6995|  22.6jll742, 58.1;240Q 
.angport  Survey  covers  houses  of  £14  R.V.  anci  under  only. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

The  late  war  seriously  interfered  with  the  improvement  of  sanitation  throughout  the  County, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  conversion  of  pail  and  other  closets  to  the  water  carriage  system.  In 
Rural  Districts  such  improvements  usually  follow  the  provision  of  a  main  water  supply  and  are 
accelerated  when  main  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  becomes  available. 

During  the  year  there  were  17  conversions  in  the  Borough  and  Urban  areas  and  409  in  Rural 
Districts. 

Whilst  there  are  nearly  100  per  cent,  of  the  houses  provided  with  W.C.s  in  Urban  Districts, 
there  are  still  far  too  many  cases  in  which  hand  flushing  is  necessary. 

In  the  Rural  areas  it  is  estimated  that  about  two-thirds  of  the  houses  have  now  got  water  closets. 
There  is  a  considerable  variation  however  for,  whilst  one  Authority  has  8,513  W.C.s  against  1,803 
other  types  of  closet,  another  has  2,784  W.C.s  with  2,526  other  closets. 

With  the  exception  of  one  Borough  Council  and  five  Rural  Authorities  who  have  their  domestic 
refuse  collected  by  contract,  the  remainder  make  collections  by  direct  labour  and  with  their  own 
vehicles.  Trade  waste  is  also  dealt  with  and  in  some  instances  a  charge  is  made  for  this  seiwice. 
Disposal  of  refuse  is  an  important  matter  and  in  a  number  of  districts  there  is  considerable  difficulty 
in  finding  suitable  tipping  sites.  In  the  Urban  areas  four  of  the  twenty  Authorities  have  incinerators, 
thirteen  dispose  of  their  waste  by  controlled  tipping,  one  by  unconti'olled  tipping,  one  by  incineration 
or  controlled  tipping  and  one  by  incineration  or  uncontrolled  tipping. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  one  of  the  sixteen  Authorities  has  adopted  the  incineration  method  of  dis¬ 
posal,  nine  use  controlled  tipping  and  the  remainder  uncontrolled  tipi^ing. 

Incineration  of  refuse  undoubtedly  affords  the  best  means  of  safeguarding  the  public  against  pest 
nuisance.  In  widely  scattered  areas  such  a  method  may  prove  expensive  in  which  case  the  only  alter¬ 
native  is  controlled  tipping  if  breeding  grounds  for  rats,  flies  and  other  pests  are  to  be  prevented.  In 
the  intei'ests  of  public  health  and  national  economy  it  is  necessary  to  take  all  possible  steps  against 
pest  infestation  which  can  become  ejuite  a  serious  matter.  It  is  surely  better  to  prevent  the  breeding 
of  rats  than  to  allow  them  to  thrive  on  waste,  become  a  menace  and  then  have  to  employ  someone  to 
exterminate  them. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

Camping  has  developed  from  canvas  tents  in  the  pre-war  era  to  something  of  a  much  more  per¬ 
manent  nature.  The  numbers  taking  caravan  holidays  increase  from  year  to  year  and  it  has  been 
necessary  for  Local  Authorities  to  give  more  serious  thought  to  the  provision  of  proper  sanitary 
arrangements.  There  are  three  classifications  into  which  camping  sites  fall — (I)  The  itinerant  holi¬ 
day  maker  who,  with  his  own  trailer  caravan,  goes  from  place  to  place  or  parks  his  vehicle  for  short 
periods  of  up  to  one  month  on  a  selected  camping  site;  (ll)  Those  sites  filled  with  movable  dwellings 
which  arc,  in  effect,  permanent  and  cater  for  families  taking  a  week  to  a  fortnight’s  holiday,  and  (III) 
Camps  where  the  dwellings  comprise  huts  and  wheeled  vehicles  and  where  the  tenants  reside  per¬ 
manently.  Some  in  the  latter  category  prefer  the  gipsy  life,  others  occupy  in  sufferance  and  long 
for  a  more  permanent  home.  Regarding  (I),  these  cause  comparatively  little  difficulty  so  far  as 
sanitation  is  concerned.  Sites  under  (II)  arc,  however,  a  different  proposition  and  may  be  in  use  from 
six  to  nine  months  of  the  year.  The  maximum  number  of  vans  allowed  per  acre  varies  from  five  to 
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thirty,  being  dependent  upon  the  type  of  land,  the  adequacy  of  drinking  water  and  the  provision  of 
suitable  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  waste.  With  regard  to  the  camps  coming  within  category 
(III),  it  is  fortunate  that  these  are  mainly  disused  Force.s  Camps  where  water  supplies  and  .sewage 
disposal  systems  are  available  and  the  buildings  arc  huts. 

Until  more  permanent  houses  arc  availaldc  many  will  be  compelled  to  live  in  sub-standard  tene¬ 
ments  and  camps  under  category  (III)  will  be  with  us  so  long  as  there  remains  a  housing  shortage. 

The  earmarking  and  planning  of  suitable  sites  where  the  necessary  services  can  be  provided  for 
both  itinerant  and  permanent  camping  is  essential  to  ensure  orderliness  and  to  prevent  undue  strain 
and  expense  on  the  provision  of  water  supplies  and  systems  of  sewage  disposal. 

Table  XVIII  shows  the  various  licensed  camps  in  the  County  and  other  details.  From  the  figures 
given,  excluding  those  in  permanent  residence,  about  2,700  are  estimated  to  reside  in  camps  in  the 
summer  season  in  the  Borough  and  Urban  areas  and  6,500  in  the  Rural  Districts.  Well  over  half  of 
these  use  the  camps  in  the  Weston-super-Mare  and  Axbridge  areas. 
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TABLE  XVIII. 


District 

1 

Licences 

issued 

Maximuin  number 
allowed 
per  acre 

If  .Seasonal 

or 

Permanent 

Estimated 

number 

resident 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Boroughs  and  Urbans. 

Bridgwater  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Burnham-on-Sea 

1 

30 

Both. 

350 

Chard 

1 

8 

Both. 

20 

Clevcdon 

4 

16 

Summer. 

150 

Crewkerne 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Frome 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Glastonbury 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Ilminster 

— 

. — . 

— 

_ 

Keynsham 

5 

20 

Permanent. 

225 

Minehead 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Norton  Radstock 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Portishead 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Shepton  Mallet 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Street 

— 

— 

- - 

Taunton 

3 

Permanent. 

. 

Watchet 

2 

25 

Summer. 

250 

Wellington 

— 

■ — 

— 

Wells  . 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

W  eston-super-Mare 

12 

30 

Nine  months. 

1,917 

Yeovil 

■ — 

— 

— 

Rurals. 

Axbridge 

50 

20 

Varied. 

3,850 

Bathavon 

5 

12 

Six  months. 

140 

Bridgwater  ... 

6 

Permanent 

camps. 

Permanent. 

100 

Chard 

1 

4 

Both. 

6 

Clutton 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Dulverton 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

Frome  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Langport 

1 

4 

Mainly  summer. 

Not  yet  opened. 

Long  Ashton  ... 

11 

30 

Both. 

1,000 

Shepton  Mallet 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Taunton 

6 

5 

Both. 

no 

Wellington 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wells  . 

1 

12 

Both. 

100 

Williton  . 

5 

20 

Mainly  summer. 

1,500 

Wincanton  ...  . 

1 

30 

Permanent. 

25 

Yeovil  . 

1 

6 

Both. 

7 
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SWIMMING  BATHS. 

Since  the  checking  of  the  suitability  of  swimming  bath  water  was  introduced  some  years  ago  those 
responsible  for  pools  used  by  the  public  have  become  more  conscious  of  their  obligations  and  the 
attendant  dangers  should  the  cleanliness  of  the  water  receive  insufficient  attention.  Several  Authori¬ 
ties  have  excellent  purification  and  rc-circnlation  systems  installed  and  others  have  ordered  continuous 
filtration  plant  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  installed  about  the  middle  of  1951.  It  is  practically  useless 
testing  the  water  of  baths  without  any  system  of  treatment  as  all  show  a  high  degree  of  contamination. 
The  dosing  of  baths  with  chlorine  compounds  by  hand  is  liable  to  be  irregular  with  the  result  that  the 
water  either  receives  an  overdose  or  a  close  that  is  useless  as  a  steriliser. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 


Baths 

owned 

Water  used 

Treatment 

Samples  taken 

By 

Local 

Authority 

Privately 

Main 

Sea 

Other 

Recircula¬ 

tion, 

fdtration 

and 

automatic 

chlorina¬ 

tion 

Hand 

treatment 

only 

No 

treatment 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

12 

13 

12 

5 

8 

13 

10 

2 

191 

6 

Of  the  19  baths  in  the  County  used  by  school  children  in  school  hours  these  have  been  sampled 
at  frequent  intervals  with  the  following  results: — 

Sampling  points  : —  Inlet.  Outlet. 

Satis.  Unsatis.  Satis.  Suspicious.  Unsatis. 

156  12  103  3  12 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  respecting  those  baths  where  unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  5  baths  in  Bristol  City  were  used  by  Somerset  County  children  for  swim¬ 
ming  instruction  purposes.  These  baths  are  also  sampled  regularly  and  reports  received  on  the  test 
results.  Out  of  45  samples  taken  only  3  proved  unsatisfactory. 


SUPERVISION  OVER  THE  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

A.  Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Supervision. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  still  control  those  slaughterhouses  and  abattoirs  in  the  County  where  cattle, 
sheep  and  pigs  are  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  under  the  Livestock  (Restriction  on  Slaughter¬ 
ing)  Order,  1940.  There  are,  however,  three  registered  slaughterhouses  where  horses  are  slaughtered 
for  human  consumption.  Inspection  of  the  meat  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  meat  the  sale  of  horse  flesh  has  increased  considerably.  Registered  knackers’ 
yards  numbered  eleven. 
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During  the  year  approximately  300,000  animals,  including  2,862  horses,  were  killed  for  human 
consumption  in  the  seventeen  slaughterhouses  in  the  County.  Details  are  given  in  Table  XIX. 
The  importance  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  work  cannot  be  over-stressed  for  amongst  the  animals 
examined  are  many  which  are  sent  in  for  emergency  slaughter.  That  condemned  as  unfit  for  food 
amounted  to  928,276  lbs.,  29,174  lbs.  of  which  was  hor.se  flesh.  522,871  lbs.  of  the  total  quantity 
were  affected  by  tuberculosis. 


With  regard  to  knackers’  yards,  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Anthrax  in  the  Sharpham  area  of 
Wells  Rural  during  the  year.  As  a  result  of  the  investigation  made  all  the  knackeries  in  the  County 
were  visited  by  the  County  Sanitaiy  Officer.  The  que.stion  of  drainage  is  of  the  utmost  importance, 
particularly  so  should  an  animal  suffering  from  Anthrax  be  inadvertently  opened.  The  discharge  of 
such  drainage  to  a  stream  may  cause  endless  trouble.  Whenever  a  case  of  Anthrax  is  opened  in  a 
knacker’s  yard  and  air  gains  access  to  the  blood,  the  Anthrax  organisms  sporulate.  These  spores  are 
resistant  to  putrefaction  and  may  remain  infective  for  a  very  long  period.  If  they  have  reached  the 
drains  there  are  no  means  known  by  which  they  can  all  be  accounted  for  and  the  land  which  sub¬ 
sequently  receives  the  drainage  will  remain  dangerous  for  many,  many  years.  The  provisions  of  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  and  Orders  cover,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  disjjosal  of  drainage  but,  in 
many  circumstances,  when  once  the  sporulating  organism  has  escaped  into  the  drains  there  is  veiy 
little  that  can  be  done  about  it. 


The  danger  of  opening  Anthrax-infected  carcases  might  be  averted  if  on  the  death  of  an  animal 
removal  was  prohibited  unless  accompanied  by  a  Veterinary  Officer’s  certificate  giving  the  cause  of 
death. 


B.  Tuberculosis  in  Calves. 

Where  calves  born  inside  the  County  but  slaughtered  outside  are  found  to  be  affected  by  tuber¬ 
culosis  notification  of  such  cases  is  received  by  arrangement  with  the  Authorities  concerned.  This 
information  is  passed  on  to  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  who 
arranges  for  an  investigation  to  be  carried  out.  As  a  result  of  this  collaboration  the  spread  of  infec¬ 
tion  is  reduced.  Generally  it  is  the  mother  who  is  found  to  be  primarily  responsible  for  the  condition 
of  her  offspring. 


The  summary  appended  shows  the  action  taken  and  the  results  of  the  ensuing  investigations.  The 
comparative  figures  covering  the  past  six  years  are  given: — 


Notifications  received  ... 

Calves  involved 
Bulls  involved 

Results  of  investigations: — 

Number  of  mothers  found  healthj' 
Number  of  bulls  found  healthy 
Number  of  bulls  died  . 

Number  of  cows  and  bulls  slaughtered: — 
Under  Tuberculosis  Order 
Number  unable  to  trace 


1950. 

1949. 

1948. 

1947. 

1946. 

1945 

52 

55 

51 

38 

58 

24 

52 

55 

51 

36 

62 

31 

_ 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

8 

13 

3 

9 

12 

1 

12 

— 

— 

1 

c 

1 

i 

1 

36 

40 

38 

22 

44 

16 

8 

2 

9 

4 

6 

3 
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TABLE  XIX. 


Local  .Aiilhority 

Slaughter-houses. 

Registered 

Kii;iek(!rs’ 

Yards. 

Nuiiiher  in 
Use  uiuler 
.Ministry  of 
Food. 

Where  Horses 
are  Slaughtered 
for  lluiuan 
Coiisuniption. 

.AuiiTi.als  Slaughtered. 

Under 

Col.  (1). 

Und'er 

Col.  (2). 

(1) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Than  Areas. 

Bridgwater 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Biirnhani-on-Sea 

1 

— 

43,958 

— 

1 

Chard 

1 

— 

8,191 

— 

— 

Clevedon 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

Crewkeriie 

1 

— 

26,264 

— 

— 

Froine 

2 

— 

17,850 

— 

— 

Glastonbury 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Ilniinster 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Keynsham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minehead 

1 

— 

11,668 

— 

— ■ 

Norton  Eadstock 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Portishead 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shepton  Mallet 

1 

— 

39,509 

— 

— ■ 

Street 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Taunton 

2 

— 

41,574 

— 

- - 

Watcliet 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wellington 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

- - 

Wells  . 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Weston-super-Mare 

1 

— 

46,002 

— 

— 

Yeovil 

1 

- - 

18,189 

— ■ 

— ■ 

Totals 

11 

— 

253,205 

— ■ 

1 

lural  Areas. 

Axbridge 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

- - 

Bathavon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bridgwater 

— ■ 

— 

■ — • 

- - 

1 

Chard 

— 

1 

— 

200 

— 

Glutton 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

- - 

Dulverton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Frome 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

Langport 

— 

1 

— 

125 

1 

Long  Ashton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sheiiton  Mallet 

1 

— 

11,501 

— 

— 

Taunton 

1 

— 

22,337 

— 

1 

Wellington 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

_ 

Wells  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Williton 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

1 

Winoanton 

1 

— 

9,864 

- - 

3 

Yeovil 

— 

1 

— ■ 

2,537 

1 

Totals 

3 

3 

43,702 

2,862 

11 

Combined  Totals 

14 

3 

296,907 

2,862 

12 
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C.  Cysticercus  Bovis. 

A  number  of  home-bred  animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  have,  on  examination,  been 
found  to  be  infested  with  cysticercus  bovis.  Eight  cases  were  from  slaughterhouses  in  the  County. 

Altogether  seventy-one  cases  were  reported  where  animals  affected  had  been  grazed  in  the 
County.  The  investigations  made  revealed  the  following: — 


Animals  whose  owners  were  dealers  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Animals  having  access  to  sewage  contaminated  water  ...  ...  ...  7 

Where  sewage  and  cesspool  drainage  emptied  on  land  ...  ...  ...  2 

Land  adjoining  rivers  into  which  outfall  from  sewage  disposal  works  flows  2 

Land  subject  to  flooding  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Land  subject  to  Hooding  by  sewage  contaminated  water  ...  ...  ...  1 

Faulty  drainage  system  contaminating  pasture  and/or  drinking  water  ...  1 

No  evidence  of  source  of  infection  .  .  ...  ...  16 

Insufficient  address  to  be  able  to  trace .  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No  information  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  27 
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In  trying  to  trace  the  grazing  ground  of  animals  found  to  be  infested  the  dealer-owner  animal 
has  again  been  by  far  the  most  troublesome  problem. 

In  a  number  of  cases  where  animals  have  been  bred  and  grazed  on  the  same  farm  the  owner  has 
been  perfectly  satisfied  that  no  sewage  or  cesspool  contents  have  ever  been  distributed  on  the  land. 
Investigations  into  about  79  per  cent,  of  the  cases  proved  negative. 

D.  Milk  Supply. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  195U,  was  placed  on  the  statute 
book  during  the  year  but  does  not  come  into  operation  until  the  1st  January,  1951. 

This  Act  makes  no  changes  in  the  law  but  merely  consolidates  certain  enactments  relating  to 
milk,  dairies  and  artificial  cream. 

So  far  as  “Artificial  Cream"  is  concerned  it  is  unfortunate  that  whilst  this  designation  and  the 
designation  “Synthetic  Cream"  may  be  interpreted  by  the  public  as  being  names  covering  creams  of 
similar  composition  this  is  not  the  case.  Artificial  cream  is,  broadly,  cream  from  the  cow  dried  and 
reconstituted  whilst  that  called  “Synthetic"  may  contain  constituents  derived  from  sources  other  than 
the  cow. 


Designated  Milk  (raw). 

The  total  registered  producers  in  the  County  number  7,435,  of  which  25.9  per  cent,  produce 
“Tuberculin  Tested"  milk. 

Whilst  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  through  their  County  Executive  Committees, 
license  producers  and  producer-retailers  of  Designated  milk,  the  registration  of  distributors  and  dairy 
premises  is  under  the  control  of  District  Councils.  The  supervision  of  such  dairies  is  essential  to  see 
that  a  good  standard  is  maintained.  At  the  same  time  it  is  just  as  important  that  periodic  samples 
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ot  the  milk  sold  should  be  subinillcd  lor  lost  purposes  as  a  check  on  the  <piality.  The  majority  of 
Local  Authorities  cany  out  this  work  as  a  routine  matter.  Table  XX  shows  the  po.sition  in  the 
various  districts  at  the  31st  December,  1950;  details  resi)ecting  sampling  are  also  given. 


From  figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  producers  and 
licences  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows: — 


Registered  and  Licensed  Producers — 7,435 

Number  of  Licensed  “Tuberculin  Tested’’  producers 
,,  ,,  “Accredited’’  producers 

Estimated  number  of  Undesignated  ])roducers  ... 

Registered  and  Licensed  Producer-Retailers — 

Total  number  of  producer-retailers . 

Number  of  producer-retailers  of  “Tuberculin  Tested’’  milk 
,,  ,,  “Accredited’’  milk 

,,  ,,  Undesignated  milk 

Bottling  Licences — 

“Tuberculin  Tested’’  ...  . 

“Accredited”  ...  ...  . 


1,928  =  25.9% 
519=  6.9% 
4,988  =  67.1% 

1,437 

380  =  26.5% 
91=  6.3% 
966  =  67.2% 

82 

5 
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I  again  stress  the  insufficiency  of  steps  taken  to  deal  with  ungraded  milk  as  sold  by  producer- 
retailers.  Whilst  there  is  no  legal  standard  respecting  the  test  for  keeping  quality,  the  milk  may  contain 
tubercle  bacilli  and  is  potentially  dangerous.  This  view  is  borne  out  by  the  positive  results  obtained 
from  samples  taken  for  biological  examination  (see  Biological  Sampling).  All  Accredited  and 
Undesignated  milk  should  be  made  safe  for  consumption  by  efficient  pasteurisation. 


Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk. 

At  the  31st  December,  1950,  there  were  twenty-six  premises  licensed  to  pasteurise  milk  (six  more 
than  the  previous  year)  and  one  to  sterilise  milk. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  carried  out  and  many  advisory  visits  paid  following  sample 
failures. 

A  number  of  dairies  have  become  rather  congested,  mainly  due  to  the  purchase  of  additional  milk 
rounds.  Several  are  endeavouring  to  procure  new  premises  or  sites  on  which  to  provide  the  necessary 
buildings.  All  licensees  are  now  fairly  well  fitted  up  with  the  essential  recording  instruments. 
Unfortunately  many  of  these  often  require  repairs  and  there  is  considerable  delay  before  they  are 
effected  by  the  makers. 

The  majority  of  operatives  realise  the  importance  of  milk  as  a  food  and  the  care  necessary  to 
make  it  safe  for  consumption.  There  are  some,  however,  who  do  not  appreciate  the  case  with  which 
milk,  efficiently  pasteurised,  can  be  made  unsafe  either  by  careless  handling,  an  indifference  to  their 
job  or  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  commodity  they  are  dealing  with  and  luocessing  principles. 
A  course  of  lectures  on  the  subject  with  a  ceriificate  of  competence  would  helj)  comidcrabb’  and  ass'st 
in  removing  existing  doubts  respecting  the  efficiency  of  certain  operators. 
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Details  of  samj)lcs  taken  are  as  follows: — 


Designation. 

Number  of 

Number 

Percentage 

Samples  taken. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Pasteurised — 

Bulk  . 

444 

441 

0.7 

Bottled 

748 

730 

2.4 

1,192 

1,171 

1.8 

Sterilised 

51 

51 

— 

Pasteurised. 

Ste 

rilised. 

No.  failing  Phosphatase  test 

19 

— 

No.  failing  Methylene  Blue  or  Keeping  Quality 

test  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

2 

— 

No.  failing  both  tests  ... 

— 

— 

Fifteen  qualifying  samples  were  taken  respecting  applicants  for  new  pasteurising  licences, 
fourteen  of  which  proved  satisfactory. 

Although  sampling  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  discontinued  during  the  year  following 
a  change  of  policy  in  the  issue  of  authorisations  to  heat  treat  milk,  the  figures  below  give  the  samples 
taken  from  authorised  processors  of  heat  treated  milk  with  results  up  to  the  time  of  the  change: — 


Percentage 

Samples  taken. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsat  isf  actor 

Bulk  . 

.  169 

161 

4.7 

Bottled 

.  73 

72 

1.3 

Of  the  9  unsatisfactory  samples,  6  failed  the  Phosphatase  test,  2  the  Methylene  Blue  test  and  1 
failed  both  tests. 

Animal  Health. 

There  are  approximately  339,500  cattle  in  the  County  of  which  roughly  100,000  are  either 
“Attested”,  “Supervised”  or  “Tuberculin  Tested”.  To  become  “Attested”  a  herd  must  pass  three 
consecutive  clean  tests,  in  other  words  no  animal  must  react  at  each  testing.  “Supervised”  means 
herds  which  have  passed  two  clean  tests  and  are  awaiting  the  third  for  Attestation.  “Tuberculin 
Tested”  refers  to  those  animals  which  have  passed  the  tuberculin  test  and  comprise  a  dairy  herd  for 
which  the  owner  holds  a  licence  to  use  the  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  in  relation  to  the  milk 
produced  from  it.  The  figures  involved  in  the  herds  mentioned  at  the  end  of  1950  are  as  follows: — 


No.  of  herds  Attested  and  for  which  “T.T.”  licences  have  been  granted  ...  ...  1,124 


,,  Attested  only 

. 

219 

Attested 

1,343 

No.  of  Supervised  herds  ... 

...  ...  . 

581 

,,  herds  not  Attested  but  for  which  “T.T,’ 

'  licences  have  been  issued 

361 

Total 

2,285 
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Biological  Sampling. 

Hulk  samiiling  from  “Accroclifcd”  and  Undcsignatcd  herds  owned  by  i)roduccr-retailers  resulted 
in  live  cases  atfecting  three  herds,  where  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  the  milk.  Such  sampling  is  a 
primary  duty  of  the  County  Council  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream) 
Act,  1950.  By  arrangement  several  District  Authorities  kindly  assist  in  this  work. 

Samples  taken  and  results  are  as  follows: — 


Number 

I’crccida^ie 

containinji 

Sampk's 

I  lords 

eoidainiiif; 

tubercle  bacilli 

(Irailf  of  milk 

examined 

(•(jiieerned 

tubercle 

bacilli 

1950 

1949 

Undesignated 

300 

271 

1 

0.4 

2.9 

Accredited 

39 

21 

2 

9.5 

3.3 

Tuberculin  Tested 

3 

3 

— 

■ - 

— 

This  work  is  of  importance  in  helping  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  by  tubercle  bacilli.  But 
for  a  shortage  of  guinea  pigs  in  the  Laboratory  more  samples  would  be  taken.  As  mentioned  earlier 
it  is  high  time  that  the  sale  by  retail  of  Accredited  and  Lhidesignated  milk  in  its  raw  state  was  stopped, 
All  such  milk  should  be  made  safe  by  pasteurisation  before  it  is  sold  to  the  public. 

Hospital  Farms. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  72  samples  were  taken  from  the  6  Hospital  Farms  in  the 
County  for  bacteriological  examination  and  24  for  biological  purposes. 

Milk  Containers. 

Only  a  few  sterility  tests  were  carried  out  during  the  year  on  a  number  of  milk  bottles.  Such 
examinations  normally  follow  unsatisfactory  tests  of  bottled  milk  for  keeping  quality. 

There  is  still  no  legal  standard  by  which  to  measure  the  cleanliness  of  churns,  bottles  or  apparatus 
used  for  milk  processing.  Until  such  a  yardstick  has  been  devised  the  question  of  enforcement  bristles 
with  difficulties. 
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TABLE  XX. 


Local  .\uthoritv 
‘ 

X 

—  t- 

o 

W  4-> 

Registered  ! 

Dairy 

Premises 

1  a; 

^  ^ 

^  5  C3 

Tnhereidin 

Tested 

.Accred¬ 

ited 

l.tndesig- 

nated 

I’asteur- 

ised 

Sterilised 

-  2 

Q 

S'  £.a 

CO  El-1 

Sa(. 

I'liK.at. 

.Sal. 

rnsat. 

Sal. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sal. 

tlnHiit. 

H 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

1 

(4) 

1 

1 

(5) 

1 

(6) 

i 

(7) 

1 

(0) 

(9) 

Bridgwater  ... 

28 

14 

4 

6 

1 

52 

59 

BiirnhaTii-on-Sea 

9 

4 

4 

58 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

47 

— 

— 

— 

no 

(’liard 

4 

2 

4 

(’levedoii 

9 

9 

3 

C  ewkeriie  ... 

5 

5 

— 

Fromc 

9 

10 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

48 

— 

— 

— 

52 

(llastonhiirv 

9 

7 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

2 

— 

— 

19 

lliiiinster 

3 

10 

— 

Keynshani  ... 

7 

4 

3 

Miiu'liead 

5 

5 

- - 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Norton  RadstocU 

,  15 

8 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

63 

3 

— 

— 

66 

Portishead  ... 

1  6 

7 

2 

16 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Shepton  Mallet 

1  5 

5 

Street 

5 

4 

1 

'raunton 

21 

16 

3 

31 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

38 

Watehet 

5 

— 

2 

Wclliiifiton  ... 

6 

11 

Wells  . 

6 

3 

2 

19 

2 

- - 

_ 

— 

— 

14 

2 

— 

— 

37 

Weston-super-Mare. . . 

46 

52 

4 

37 

11 

— 

— 

24 

— 

21 

1 

— 

— 

94 

Yeovil 

8 

17 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Totals  ... 

211 

193 

38 

186 

27 

1 

— 

— 

28 

— 

263 

8 

— 

— 

512 

Riirdl  Arcus. 

,\\liridpce 

15 

10 

9 

37 

8 

1 

1 

46 

Bathavon 

28 

11 

17 

Bridfiwater  ... 

19 

13 

2 

Chard 

1 

1 

1 

Cliitton 

4 

6 

Didverton 

2 

1 

Froine 

14 

5 

Lan^^port 

39 

3 

Loiifi  Ashton 

16 

9 

6 

4 

1 

5 

Shej)ton  Mallet 

2 

2 

4 

Tiiunton 

7 

5 

M’ellinfrton  ... 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Wells  . 

13 

6 

4 

Williton 

2 

2 

2 

2 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

4  , 

Wineanton  ... 

7 

4 

3 

3 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

5 

Yeovil  . 

7 

3 

1 

5 

I 

Totals  ... 

179 

83 

1 

1 

54 

1 

46 

11 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

_ 

60 

Cornhined  Totals 

390 

1  276 

1 

1  92 

232 

1 

38 

1 

- 

— 

28 

— 

266 

8 

- 

— 

. 

572 

75 


MILK-IN-SCHOOLS  SCHEME. 

Tables  XXI  and  XXll  set  out  the  position  in  the  County  as  at  tlic  31st  December,  lb5U. 

1  am  pleased  to  report  that  all  schools  in  the  County  are  now  receiving  a  supply  of  either  I'astciu- 
ised  or  “Tuberculin  Tested’’  milk.  Turning  back  to  my  report  lor  l'M7,  the  fust  complete  report 
after  the  inception  of  the  “free  milk  to  schools”,  1  lind  that  there  were  at  that  time  42  schools 
which  were  receiving  either  “Accredited”  or  “Undesignated”  milk.  Bearing  in  mind  that  all  these 
schools  were  in  most  isolated  spots,  it  is  a  tribute  to  the  co-operative  spirit  of  the  milk  retailers  and 
to  the  Education  Department  for  permission  to  use  the  School  Meals  Service  Vans  where  necessary 
that  these  schools  arc  now  receiving  the  desired  grade  of  milk. 


It  is  the  intention  of  the  Education  Committee  to  close  the  School  Kitchen  at  Brushford  during 
If  and  when  this  comes  into  effect,  I  regret  to  say  that  those  schools  in  the  Dulverton  district 
will,  of  nccessit)’,  have  to  revert  to  “Undesignated”  milk  as  at  the  moment  their  supplies  are  delivered 
by  the  School  Meals  Service  Van  which  operates  from  the  Brushford  Kitchen. 

Abbreviations. 

Past.  =  Pasteurised.  T.T.  =  Tuberculin  Tested. 

H.T.  =  Heat  Treated. 


TABLE  XXL 


Tyiii's  uf  SchooLs 

'lOtal 

miiuher 

Nuinhi  r  uf  Sellouts  aiul  'I’viie 

• 

S  of  Milk— With 

percentages 

(inc’hidinjf  Divisional 
Executive  Areas) 

of  eaeli 
ty|)e 

Past,  and 
II.T. 

% 

T.T. 

% 

Primary 

413 

312 

75.5 

101 

24.5 

Secondary  Modern 

36 

32 

88.9 

4 

11.1 

, ,  Grammar 

18 

15 

83.3 

3 

16.7 

,,  Technical 

2 

2 

100.0 

— 

— 

Nursery 

10 

6 

60.0 

4 

40.0 

Totals 

479 

367 

76.6 

112 

23.4 

A  further  survey  has  been  made  of  the  County  to  ascertain  the  number  of  children  taking  milk 
as  against  those  on  the  register  and  how  the  position  compares  with  1949.  The  information  obtained, 
although  approximate,  was  somewhat  disappointing  as  of  the  55,356  registered  pupils  only  43,731,  or 
78.9  per  cent.,  were  actually  taking  milk.  This  shows  a  drop  of  3.5  per  cent.  After  a  careful  study 
■of  the  figures,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  fall  can  be  attributed,  in  the  main,  to  the  Secon¬ 
dary  Modern  and  Grammar  Schools.  This  has  already  been  explained  by  more  than  one  vendor  who 
•;say  that  as  the  children  reach  a  certain  age  it  is  below  their  dignity  to  be  seen  drinking  milk  through 
'•.straws.  This  would  appear  to  be  even  more  so  in  the  Grammar  Schools  and  especiall}'  amongst  the 
female  pupils. 
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TABLE  XXII. 


Tviic.s  of  Si'liools 
(iiicliulin'j:  I)ivisioii;il 
lixi'ciit  ivc‘  .\r('as) 

No.  of 
Hcfrislorcd 
Sriiolar.s 

.Scholars 

milk 

r  pcs  of  milk  coiisiimci!— 

Will)  iicrceiitages 

No. 

% 

Fast,  and 
li.T. 

% 

T.T. 

% 

Primary 

39,114 

33,492 

85.6 

28,009 

83.6 

5,483 

16.4 

Sccondar\’  Modern  ... 

10,619 

6,813 

64.1 

6,043 

88.7 

770 

11.3 

,,  Grammar.. 

4,995 

2,816 

56.4 

2,362 

83.9 

454 

16.1 

,,  Technical.. 

247 

229 

92.7 

229 

100.0 

— 

— 

Nursery 

381 

381 

100.0 

229 

60.1 

152 

39.9 

Totals 

55,356 

43,731 

78.9 

36,872 

84.3 

6,859 

15.7 

Sampling  at  fortnightly  intervals  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year  from  all  school 
suppliers  of  milk  for  liquid  consumption  and  cooking  purposes.  All  samples  are  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  test  and  the  results  show  an  improvement  over  those  taken  during  1949. 
The  figures  are  as  follows: — 


Type  of  Milk. 

Number  of 

Number 

Percentage 

Samples  taken. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfaclor 

Pasteurised  or  Heat  Treated 

543 

507 

6.6 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

896 

776 

13.4 

Totals 

1,439 

1,283 

10.8 

Under  “Pasteurised”  of  the  36  samples  found  unsatisfactory: — 

17  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  or  Keeping  Quality  test. 

18  ,,  ,,  Phosphatase  test. 

1  ,,  both  the  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  tests. 

The  “Tuberculin  Tested”  raw  milk  is  only  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  or  Keeping 
Quality  test. 

The  Advisory  Visits  to  dairies  and  schools  have  been  continued  and  have  had  beneficial  results. 


ICE  CREAM. 

The  samples  submitted  for  test  during  the  year  numbered  1,278  against  1,007  in  1949.  There  is 
no  legal  standard,  either  chemical  or  bacteriological,  for  ice  cream.  The  question  of  imposing  a  mini¬ 
mum  fat  and  sugar  content  is,  however,  under  consideration  and  for  the  benefit  of  consumers, 
particularly  children,  such  a  standard  would  be  welcomed.  On  test  we  have  found  that  fats  have 
varied  from  1.2  per  cent,  to  over  14  per  cent,  which  underlines  the  need  for  a  legal  minimum.  An 
ice  cream,  although  of  good  chemical  quality  and  rich  in  food  value,  is  useless  and  may  be  a  poten¬ 
tial  danger  unless  it  is  bactcriologically  clean.  The  Heat  Treatment  Regulations,  1947,  assisted 
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materially  by  laying  clown  certain  standards  to  which  makers  of  ice  cream  mnst  conform;  the  rjuestion 
of  cleanliness,  however,  is  primarily  dependent  upon  the  maker  or  handler.  It  is  understood  that 
research  is  still  going  on  respecting  the  hnding  of  a  suitable  basis  on  which  ice  cream  can  be  judged 
bactcriologically.  Meantime,  and  until  a  legal  standard  is  adopted,  the  provisional  Grades  as  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  Ministry  arc  used  in  assessing  the  wholesomeness  of  the  products  submitted  for  test. 
Of  the  four  Grades  recommended  it  is  considered  that  if  ice  cream  consistently  fails  to  reach  Grades  I 
and  11  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  there  are  defects  either  in  the  manufacture  or  in  the  handling. 
Table  XXI 11  shows  the  number  of  premises  registered  by  District  Authorities  and  details  regarding 
sampling. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  improvement  m  the  clean  ciuality  of  ice  cream  has  been  main¬ 
tained.  During  the  year  84.7  per  cent,  of  the  sajiiples  fell  into  Grades  1  and  11  whereas  in  1949  the 
figure  was  70.5  per  cent.;  1948,  64  per  cent.,  and  1947,  46  p*er  cent.;  the  advancement  in  four  years 
has  been  considerable. 


CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN. 

Following  the  issue  of  Circular  M.F.  18/49  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the  ready  adoption  by 
the  majority  of  District  Authorities  of  the  Model  Byelaws  which  dealt  with  the  handling,  wraj)ping  and 
delivery  of  food,  also  exposure  of  food  for  sale,  a  series  of  propaganda  film  shows  was  arranged  by 
my  department.  These  took  ])lace  at  Chard,  Crewkerne,  llminster,  Watchet,  Williton,  Keynsham, 
Langport,  Glastonbury  and  Wellington.  Attendances  varied,  due  mainly  to  the  weather  which  was 
rather  poor  during  the  Autumn  and  Winter  when  the  shows  took  place.  With  the  help  of  the  Regional 
Office  of  Information  it  is  proposed  to  hold  further  shows  during  the  ensuing  year  and  cover  the 
remaining  districts  in  the  County. 

Table  XXIV  shows  the  number  of  food  premises  registered  by  the  various  District  Councils  and 
the  position  regarding  the  adoption  of  the  Clean  Food  Byelaws. 
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District. 


tIRBAN  AREAS 
Bridgwater 
Burnham 
Chard 
Clevedon 
Crewkerne 
Froine 
Glastonbury 
llminster 
Keynsham 
Minehead 
Norton  Radstock 
Bortishead 
Shepton  Mallet.. 
Street 
Taunton 
Watchet 
Wellington 
Wells 

Weston-s-Mare  .. 
Yeovil 


TOTALS 


rural  AREAS 
Axhridge 
Bathavon 
Bridgwater 
Chard 
Clutton 
Dulverton 
Frome 
Langport 
Long  Ashton 
Shepton  Mallet 
Taunton 
Wellington 
Welts 
Williton 
Wineanton 
Yeovil 


TOTALS 


Combined  Totals 


TABLE  XXIII. 


No.  of  i)remises  registered  No.  of  samples  received  by  the  laboratory  |  Totals  and  pereentage 
for;  and  the  grades  into  which  they  fall  j  satisfactory 


Hot  Mix  I  Cold  Mix  |  Hot  Mix  |  Cold  Mix 


Mftr  & 
Retail 

Mftr. 

1  only 

Retail 

only 

1 

1 

III 

IV 

_ 

1 

11 

llli 

IV 

Total  1 

%  |Total  1 

1 

% 

7 

- 

47 

36 

13 

5 

5 

2 

1 

59 

83 

3 

i 

100 

5 

_ _ 

30 

60 

5 

3 

7 

14 

-  1 

1 

3 

75 

86.7 

18 

77.8 

1 

— 

12 

12 

10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23 

95.6 

— 

— 

6 

_ 

30 

— 

• - - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

10 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5 

100 

2 

50 

27 

2 

25 

21 

11 

1 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

35 

91.4 

5 

100 

1 

— 

15 

52 

12 

6 

13 

- 

— 

— 

— 

83 

77 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

25 

11 

1 

- 

- 

12 

91.7 

_ 

3 

— 

25 

5 

2 

- - 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

7 

100 

2 

100 

8 

— 

28 

- 

1 

— 

18 

- 

1 

— 

9 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

33.3 

— 

— . 

1 

— 

17 

9 

— 

56 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

10 

27 

8 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

39 

89.7 

1 

100 

5 

— 

19 

8 

1 

3 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

12 

75 

5 

100 

28 

6 

22 

140 

24 

5 

13 

28 

5 

3 

3 

182 

90 

39 

84.6 

149 

8 

141 

125 

35 

15 

19 

7 

2 

— 

— 

194 

82.5 

9 

100 

1 

1 

62 

39 

13 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

59 

88 

2 

50 

258 

18  i  605 

542  ^ 

1 

134  ' 

I 

46  ' 

66 

61  ' 

I 

13 

6 

6 

788 

85.8 

* 

86 

86 

5 

85 

152 

28 

16 

20 

8 

■ 

216 

83.3 

8 

100 

2 

— 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

— 

37 

38 

5 

8 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

53 

81 

— 

—  , 

— 

— 

14 

1  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

33 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

9 

2 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

12 

91.7 

— 

_ 

6 

— 

45 

14 

18 

10 

5 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

47 

68.1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

23 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

28 

96.4 

— 

_ 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

100 

1 

100 

1 

— 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

3 

100 

1 

100 

— 

— 

13 

6 

1 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

8 

87.5 

_ 

_ 

6 

— 

27 

8 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

12 

83.3 

1 

100 

4 

— 

27 

2 

1  - 

1  2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

50 

— 

• - 

1 

- 

29 

5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

71.4 

- 

33 

2 

- 

414 

262 

60 

40 

30 

10 

1 

— 

1 

392 

82.1 

12 

91.71 

291 

1  20 

1,019 

804 

194 

86 

96 

71 

14 

6 

7 

1,180 

00 

98 

86.7  1 

1 

_ 

1 
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TABLE  XXIV. 


Local  Authority  ^ 

1 

1 

.1 

Registered 
Premises 
Seetion  14,  Food 
and  Drugs  .\el, 
1938 

Ministry  of  Food  Model  Pyelaws 

Adopted  during 
1950. 

Adoption 

recommended 

Adf)ption  being 
con.sidered 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Urban  Areas. 

Bridgwater 

28 

Yes 

— 

— 

Burnliam-on-sea 

14 

— 

— 

Yes 

Chard 

19 

Yes 

— 

Clevedon 

— • 

Yes 

— 

— 

Crewkerne 

10 

Yes 

— 

Frome 

29 

Yes 

_ _ 

Glastonbury 

19 

Yes 

— 

— 

Ilminster 

9 

Yes 

— 

— 

Keyusham 

10 

Yes 

— 

— 

Miuehead 

6 

— 

— 

Yes 

Xorton  Eadstock 

60 

Yes 

— 

— 

Portishead 

7 

Yes 

— 

— 

Sheptoii  Mallet 

29 

Yes 

— • 

— 

Street 

— 

— 

Yes 

— 

Taunton 

34 

— 

Yes 

— 

Watchet 

2 

Yes 

— 

— 

Wellington 

8 

Yes 

— 

— 

Wells  . 

9 

Yes 

— 

— 

Weston-super-Mare 

47 

Yes 

— 

— 

Yeovil 

95 

Yes 

- — 

— 

Totals 

435 

16 

2 

2 

^ural  Areas. 

Axbridge 

19 

Yes 

— ■ 

— 

Batliavon 

35 

Yes 

— 

— 

Bridgwater 

16 

Yes 

— 

Chard 

- - 

Yes 

_ 

Clutton 

— 

Yes 

_ 

_ _ 

Dulverton 

Y'^es 

- - 

— 

Frome 

- - 

Yes 

— 

_ 

Langport 

10 

Yes 

— 

Long  Ashton 

12 

Yes 

— 

_ _ 

Shepton  Mallet 

27 

Yes 

— 

— 

Taunton 

_ 

Yes 

— 

_ 

Wellington 

12 

Yes 

— 

— 

Wells  . 

16 

Yes 

— 

— 

Williton 

6 

Y'^es 

_ 

Wincanton 

48 

Yes 

_ 

_ 

Yeovil 

18 

Yes 

— 

— 

Totals 

219 

16 

— ■ 

— 

Combined  Totals 

654 

32 

2 

2 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COUNTY  PUBLIC  ANALYST. 

The  animal  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  undertaken  since  1946  has  been  more  than  main¬ 
tained  during  the  year  under  review:  the  total  number  of  samples  submitted  from  all  sources  being 
3,205.  This  extra  work  has  covered  all  the  branches  with  the  exception  of  the  samples  received 
under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act  which  have  remained  fairly  constant  since  the 
laboratory  undertook  these  examinations.  Even  in  this  section  the  examinations  have  entailed  a 
fairly  extensive  survey  to  enable  satisfactory  reports  to  be  given. 

The  difficulties  have  been  added  to  during  the  last  year  or  two  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  desperate 
need  for  additional  working  space  and  it  is  therefore  with  every  satisfaction  that  the  staff  and  myself 
look  forward  to  the  time,  in  the  near  future,  when  the  laboratory  which  is  at  present  being  used  lor 
bacteriological  work  will  become  available  to  us.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  until  this 
increased  working  space  is  addetl  to  the  present  laboratory  it  will  not  be  possible  to  carry  out  all  the 
examinations  which  the  Public  Analyst’s  Laboratory  is  called  upon  to  perform.  This  lack  of  adequate 
working  space  adds  greatly  to  the  laboratory  risks. 
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Total  number  of  Samples  received. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  sami)les  examined  during  the  year: — 

Samples  submitted  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  other  Orders: — 

By  Inspectors — 

Number  taken  formally  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,425 

Number  taken  informally  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  1,313 

Appeal  to  Cows  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

-  2,783 

Samples  submitted  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Samples  submitted  under  the  Fertilisers  &  Feeding  Stuffs  Act: — 

Fertilisers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Feeding  stuffs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

drinking  water  samples  for  chemical  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

Sewages,  effluents  and  river  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  158 

vliscellaneous  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Total  number  of  samples  3,205 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  etc. 

Samples  taken  in  course  of  transit  or  delivery  and  appeal  to  cows  samples. 

The  third  schedule  to  the  Act  gives  the  purveyor  of  milk  from  whom  a  sample  has  been  taken, 
he  right  to  request  the  authority  to  take  immediate  steps  to  procure  as  soon  as  practicable  a  sample 
■f  milk  from  a  corresponding  milking  in  the  course  of  transit  or  delivery  to  himself.  Provided  that, 

(1)  the  notice  is  received  within  sixty  hours  after  the  original  sample  was  taken; 

(2)  no  further  sample  need  be  taken  if  such  a  sample  has  been  procured  since  the  sample  in 

question  was  taken  or  had  been  so  procured  within  24  hours  prior  to  that  sample  being 
taken; 

(3)  the  purv'eyor  cannot  require  a  sample  to  be  taken  if  the  original  sample  was  of  mixed  milk 

obtained  from  more  than  one  person. 

No  proceedings  can  be  taken  against  the  purveyor  if  the  notice  has  been  served  and  the  authority 
.as  omitted  to  take  the  sample. 

Similar  provisions  are  made  with  respect  to  a  sanqile  of  milk  taken  from  a  producer.  The 
ippeal  sample  should  be  taken  from  a  corresponding  milking,  provided  that  such  steps  may  be  taken 
;y  the  person  procuring  the  sample  as  to  satisfy  him  that  it  is  a  fair  one  of  the  milk  of  the  cows  when 
■roperly  and  fully  milked. 

In  Somerset  the  purveyor  or  dairyman  is  given  the  option  of  having  such  samples  taken  as  soon 
iS  it  is  known  that  the  original  one  is  adulterated  or  not  up  to  standard. 
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The  total  number  of  samples  received  for  analysis  under  the  above  Act  and  other  Food  Orders 
was  2,783  of  which  185  or  6.6  per  cent,  were  adulterated  or  incorrect,  compared  with  4.9  j)er  cent,  in 
the  j^revious  year. 


The  following  table  sets  out  in  more  detail  the  number  of  samples  examined  and  the  number 
and  percentage  adulterated  or  incorrect: — 


Number 

Number 

Percentage 

Examined. 

Incorrect. 

Incorrect. 

Milk  . 

1,045 

89 

8.5 

Channel  Islands  Milk 

176 

42 

23.9 

Dried,  Condensetl  and  Evaiioraled  Milks 

23 

— 

- - 

Cheese 

19 

2 

10.5 

Blitter 

60 

1 

1.7 

Mar”;arine 

13 

— 

_ 

Cither  Iwlihle  Fats 

45 

3 

6.7 

Cereals 

88 

1 

1.1 

Baking  and  (loldcn  Raising  I’owikrs  ... 

8 

— 

Sausages 

34 

4 

11.8 

Other  Meat  anil  Fish  I’riHlncts  ... 

59 

1 

1.7 

Meat  E.xtraets 

1 

— 

_ 

Tea  . 

12 

— 

— 

Coit'ee 

14 

— 

- - - 

Ciiit'ee  and  Chieory  Tixtraet  and  Essences 

23 

— 

— 

Cocoa  and  Cocoa  Coiniionnds 

10 

— 

— 

iMalt  Frodnets 

5 

- - 

— 

Cielatine 

9 

— 

— 

Canned  iMiat  and  Vegetables 

55 

1 

1.8 

Canned  Fish 

17 

— 

— 

Canneu  Fruit 

8 

- - 

— 

Canned  and  Fovvilered  Soups 

19 

_ _ 

— 

Jain,  Marmalade,  Honey,  Spreads,  ete. 

98 

5 

5.1 

Vinegars 

24 

2 

8.3 

Fiekles,  Sauces,  etc. 

77 

9 

11.7 

Sweets  and  Chocolate 

18 

1 

5.6 

Conilimi’iits  anil  Spices  ... 

47 

2 

4.3 

Miscellaneous  Samples 

145 

6 

4.1 

Soft  Drinks 

33 

- - 

■ - - 

Ice  Cream  ... 

410 

1 

0.2 

Beer,  Cider  anil  Spirits  ... 

35 

_ 

— 

Lozenges,  Tablets  and  Pills 

35 

8 

22.9 

Tonies,  Syrups  and  Mi.xtures 

23 

3 

13.0 

Oils  . 

16 

1 

6.3 

Ointments 

7 

— 

Other  Drugs 

74 

3 

4.1 

2,783 

185 

6.6 

Adulterated  Milk  Samples. 

The  number  of  milk  samples  returned  as  adulterated  was  131  including  42  Channel  Islands  milk 
samples  which  were  deficient  in  fat. 


Information  as  to  the  nature  of  the  adulteration  and  details  regarding  individual  samples  is 
given  in  the  following  summary  and  table: — 

Number  containing  added  water  ...  .  .  1..  11 

Number  deficient  of  fat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Number  containing  added  water  and  deficient  in  fat  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  containing  preservatives  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  Nil. 


The  perccnluge  number  of  milk  samples  (  ontaining  added  v/aler  was  1  .U5  while  the  figures  for 
1948  anti  1949  were  2.54  and  2.68  respectively  and  during  the  latter  six  months  of  the  year  only  two 
Siuuples  contained  added  water.  This  decrease  in  the  adulteration  tjf  milk  by  the  addition  of  water 
is  possibly  due  to  the  increased  production  but  whatever  the  cause  it  is  a  great  improvement. 

With  regard  to  the  fat  deficiencies  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  which 
amounted  to  7.0  per  cent,  (excluding  the  Channel  Islands  milk)  against  4.7  and  3.0  per  cent,  in  the 
two  previous  years.  Unecpial  intervals  of  milking  is  probably  one  of  the  main  causes  of  the  low  fat 
contents.  The  interval  between  the  i).m.  and  a.m.  milkings  is  generally  the  greater  and  the  quan- 
til)’  of  mil!:  produced  duriiig  this  period  is  greater  than  that  procluced  during  the  other  period  with 
the  result  that  the  fat  content  in  the  morning  is  lower  than  in  the  evening  milk. 

Although  farmers  have  been  given  advice  on  t.his  point  it  appears  to  be  a  difficult  matter  for 
many  of  them  to  correct  the  fault.  The  chief  dilTicult}'  seems  to  be  the  lack  of  manpower. 


No.  Added  water  or  fat  Action  taken  and  results 
deficiency.  of  legal  proceedings. 


9  37.2%  Water 


No.  Added  water  or  fat  .Action  taken  and  results 
deficiency.  of  legal  proceedings. 


73* 

20% 

Fat 

185* 

18. 7j 

/o  Fat 

187* 

15% 

Fat 

188* 

15% 

Fat 

220* 

15% 

Fat  (I) 

291 

11.7^ 

’/o  Fat 

385 

7.3%  Fat  (I) 

387 

4.7%  AVater  .. 

446* 

58.3%  Fat 

515* 

At  least  9.7% 

Fat 

550* 

6.8%  AVater 

24.3%  Fat  .. 

17.5%  above  that  due 

to  added  AA'^ 

ater  ... 

552 

4.7%  AVater 

631 

At  least  13% 

Fat  ... 

636 

At  least  3.3% 

Fat  ... 

677 

At  least  10.7%  Fat... 

682* 

At  least  4.3% 

Fat  ... 

684* 

At  least  13% 

Fat  . . . 

685* 

At  least  29.3 

>/o  Fat... 

780* 

At  least  21% 

Fat  ... 

832 

At  least  12% 

Fat  ... 

Fined  £5,  .Advocate’s  fc; 
£3,  Witness  10/-. 

Cautioned. 

See  samples  on  dt'llverv 
Nos.  187  and  188. 

I  Cautioned. 

Cautioned.  An  additiona' 
sainiile  taken  at  same 
time  was  genuine.  Ad¬ 
vised  to  bulk  milk. 

Taken  as  a  result  of  com 
jilaints  received. 

Sample  taken  from  only 
I  gallon.  Resample  at 
a  future  ilate. 

No  action  taken. 

Cautioned. 


Cautioned. 

The  fat  content  was  4.38 
per  cent.  Resample  a! 
a  future  ilate. 

See  sam|)le  on  delivery 
No.  636. 

Cautioned.  .Advised  to 
take  steps  to  improvi' 
the  quality  of  the  milk. 

Cautioned.  .A  sample  from 
a  secoiul  churn  was 
gen  nine. 

Cautioned. 

Cautioned. 

Resample  at  a  fulure  dale. 


833 

At 

least 

24%  ] 

:<’at 

837 

At 

least 

22%  ] 

i^’at 

838 

At 

least 

7%  F 

at 

840 

At 

least 

8.7% 

Fat 

877 

At 

least 

4.7% 

Fat 

878 

At 

least 

2.3% 

Fat 

880 

At 

least 

8%  Fat 

886 

At 

least 

12.2% 

AV:i 

887 

At 

least 

14.3% 

AVi! 

931* 

32.3% 

Fat  ... 

932* 

26.6% 

Fat  ... 

933* 

11.0% 

Fat  ... 

934* 

18.7% 

Fat  ... 

935* 

16.7% 

Fat  ... 

936* 

31.3% 

Fat  ... 

938* 

23.6% 

Fat  ... 

939* 

9.0% 

Fat  ... 

994  At  least  5.7%  Fat 


1000  At  least  6.7%  Fat 


Sample  from  only  half 
gallon  of  milk.  k’ur- 
ther  sample  genuine. 
No  further  action. 

I  Previous  conviction  for 
added  water.  Fined 
£75,  Advocate’s  fee 
£5,  Witness  10/-. 
Cautioned.  Three  other 
samples  were  genuine. 
Farmer  was  advised  to 
adjust  intervals  of  milk¬ 
ing  and  to  ensure  that 
strippings  are  divided 
amongst  all  the  churns. 
Defendant  stated  that  the 
added  water  was  the 
result  of  an  accident. 
Fined  £5,  Advocate’s 
fee  £2  2s.  Od.,  Wit¬ 
ness  10/-. 


Exonerated  by  appeal  to 
cow  samiiles.  Cautioned 
with  advice  to  improve 
quality  of  milk. 


Factory  milk.  Factory 
advised  of  result. 

Four  other  sanqiles  from 
this  producer  were 
genuine.  Producer  ad¬ 
vised  to  bulk  milk  so 
that  each  churn  would 
he  up  to  reipiired  stan¬ 
dard. 
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No. 

.'Vildi'il  water  or  fat 
ilcficieiicy. 

.Action  taken  and  resnlts 
of  legal  proceedings. 

1042 

At  least 

11.7% 

Fat... 

Further  samples  to  he 
taken. 

1047 

iVt  least 

14.3% 

Fat... 

ditto 

1051 

.\t  least 

23.7% 

Fal... 

Appeal  to  cows  sample 
from  14  cows  was  defi¬ 
cient  and  exonerated 
[irodneer  as  far  as  adul¬ 
teration  was  eoneerned. 
Cautioned. 

1094 

.'Vt  least 

19.3% 

Fat... 

Eight  appeal  to  cows 
samples  were  all  defi¬ 
cient  excepting  one. 
Producer  cautioned  and 
adviscil  to  take  steps  to 
improve  (piality  of  millv. 

1105 

At  least 

19.7% 

Fat... 

See  samples  in  course  of 
delivery  Nos.  1150  to 
1156. 

1150 

At  least 

3.7% 

Fat..., 

1151 

At  least 

14.0% 

Fat... 

These  were  of  a.m.  milk; 

1152 

At  least 

15.0% 

Fat... 

p.m.  samples  t'ontaineil 

1153 

.‘\t  least 

6.7% 

Fat... 

1-  3.8  to  4.4  [)er  cent,  of 

1154 

At  least 

3.3% 

Fat.. 

fat.  Proilucer  cautioned 

1155 

At  least 

8.3% 

Fat.. 

and  advised  as  to  inter¬ 

1156 

At  least 

3.3% 

Fat... 

vals  of  milking. 

1162 

.4t  least 

21.7% 

Fat... 

.\pj)eal  to  cow  sample 
also  deficient  of  fat. 
Cautioned  and  advised 
to  take  steps  to  improve 
quality  of  milk. 

1175* 

At  least 

20.3% 

Fat... 

Cautioned. 

1218 

At  least  4%  Water  ... 

1219 

At  least 

4.8% 

Water 

Fined  £5,  Advocate’s  fee 

1220 

At  least 

3.4% 

Water 

£5  5s.  Od. 

1221 

At  least 

3.1% 

Water 

1244 

At  least 

12.7% 

Fat... 

Seven  other  samples  taken 
at  same  time  from  this 
vendor  were  genuine. 
Vendor  informed.  No 
further  action. 

1259 

At  least 

12.7% 

Fat 

1  Cautioned.  Producer  ad- 

1261 

At  least 

12.7% 

Fat... 

t  vised  as  to  intervals  of 
J  milking. 

1301* 

25.7%  Fat  ... 

Nominal  fine  1/-.  Advo¬ 
cate’s  fee  £3  3s.  Od., 
Witness  10/-. 

1304 

At  least 

16.7% 

Fat... 

Caution  and  resanqile. 
Previous  samples  satis- 

factory. 


No. 

Added  water  or  fat 
deficiency. 

.\clion  taken  and  results 
of  legal  proceedings. 

1344 

20.9%  Water  &  68.7% 

See  olTicial  sanqde  No. 

l-'at  (I)  . 

1439. 

1358* 

14.7%  Fat  . 

Retailer  had  no  opi)or- 
tunity  of  tampering 
with  milk.  Proilucer 

interviewed. 

1433 

5%  Fat 

Resanqile  at  a  future  date. 

1434 

^  /\J  ••• 

6.7%  Fat  . 

1439 

At  least  8.3%  Fat  ... 

'I'wo  other  samples  were 
genuine.  Cautioned  and 
advised  to  take  steps  to 
imjirove  the  ijuality  of 
the  milk. 

1491 

8%  Fat  . , 

All  of  a.m.  milk;  p.m. 

1492 

23.3%  Fat  . 1 

milk  genuine.  5  a.m. 

1493 

20.7%  Fat  . 1 

appeal  sanqiles  taken, 
3  low  in  fat.  Cautioned. 

1553 

.At  least  13.3%  PAit... 

Resample  at  a  future  date 

1677* 

16.3%  Fat  and  2.9% 

Retailer  exonerated  by 

VV^atcr 

“In  course  of  deliveiy 

1678* 

6.7%  Fat  and  3.4% 

sami)les’’.  See  Nos. 

Water 

1683,  1684  and  1686. 

1680* 

16.3%  Fat  ... 

Cautioned. 

L683* 

At  least  8.3%  Fat  ...  ' 

684* 

.At  least  5.7%  Fat  ... 

.  Cautioned. 

1686* 

.At  least  5.7%  Fat  ...  j 

1  ^ 

1740 

16.7%  Fat  . 

Exonerated  by  “In  course 
of  delivery”  samples. 
See  Nos.  1757  to  1759. 

1751 

.At  least  28%  Fat 

Two  other  samples  gen¬ 
uine.  Further  sanq)lcs 
to  be  taken. 

1753 

At  least  20.7%  Fat... 

Two  other  samples  gen¬ 
uine.  All  milk  sold  to 
manufacturers.  Further 
samples  to  be  taken. 

1757 

9%  Fat  . 

Cautioned  and  advised  to 

1758 

6.7%  Fat 

take  steps  to  improve 

1759 

7.7%  Fat  . 

quality  of  the  milk. 

1921 

17.3%  Fat  . 

Partly  exonerated  by 
samples  taken  “In 

course  of  delivery”. 
Resample  at  a  future 
date. 

2139* 

31.7%  Fat  . 

Retailer  exonerated  by 
“In  course  of  ilelivcry” 
sample  No.  2154. 

2154* 

13.3%  Fat  . 

Producer  cautioned. 

2382 

.At  least  5.4%  Water 

Fined  £5,  .Advocate’s  fee 

2383 

At  least  9.1%  Water 

£3  3s.  Od.,  Witness 

10/-. 

*Furtlic‘r  details  are  given  in  the  following  paragrjiplis.  (I)  denotes  Informal  Sample. 


No.  73.  The  sample  was  taken  from  2  gallons  of  morning  milk  and  was  found  to  be  20  per 
cent,  deficient  of  fat.  Four  in  course  of  delivery  samples  were  taken  and  one  of  these  jiroved  to  be 
slightly  deficient  of  fat.  This  latter  sample  was  taken  from  12.^  gallons  of  milk,  and  some  of  the  cows 
contributing  to  the  milk  in  this  churn  must  have  been  giving  poorer  quality  milk  than  that  of  the 
bulk.  The  original  vendor  was  therefore  partly  oxoneratecl  and  he  was  cautioned.  The  producer 
was  advised  to  take  steps  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  milk. 
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Nos.  185,  187  and  188.  The  sample  No.  185  was  a.m.  bottled  T.T.  milk,  the  other  two  were 
:takeu  in  course  of  delivery  and  all  these  samples  were  delicient  in  fat.  The  retailer  and  j)roducer 
liad  sold  milk  deficient  in  fat  on  a  previous  occasion  and  appeal  to  cows  samples  taken  on  that 
occasion  were  also  found  to  be  below  standard  in  fat  content. 

In  the  present  instance  an  informal  sample  No.  220  was  taken  which  was  regarded  as  milk 
as  it  came  from  the  cows  and  this  coiuained  only  2.55  per  cent,  of  fat.  The  herd  consisted  of  five 
Friesian  cows.  The  producer  was  cautioned. 

In  my  opinion,  T.T.  milk  for  which  the  public  have  to  pay  extra  should  be  of  good  chemical 
.]uality  and  it  should  not  be  an  adequate  excuse  for  the  sale  of  such  poor  quality  T.T.  milk  that  it 
is  as  it  came  from  the  cows. 

No.  446.  The  inspector  asked  the  vendor  for  a  bottle  of  milk  and  the  latter,  before  handing  it 
0  the  inspector,  shook  it;  the  cap  came  off  and  some  of  the  contents  were  lost.  A  further  sample 
■Avas  taken  which  proved  to  be  genuine. 

No.  515.  This  was  a  sample  of  a.m.  milk  while  one  of  p.m.  milk  which  was  taken  at  the  same 
line  was  genuine  and  contained  4.0  ix;r  cent,  of  fat.  Enquiries  revealed  that  the  intervals  between 
consecutive  milkings  were  15  and  9  hours.  The  producer  was  cautioned  and  advised  to  alter  the 
lines  of  milking. 

No.  550.  The  producer  has  a  herd  of  23  cows  and  in  addition  he  buys  milk  from  a  factory. 

Three  appeal  to  cows  samples  were  taken  and  were  found  to  contain  3.31,  3.42  and  4.2  per 
cent,  of  fat  respectively  and  the  freezing  points  were  normal. 

A  sample  taken  in  course  of  delivery  from  the  factory  contained  only  2.9  per  cent,  of  fat 
and  only  8.3  per  cent,  of  solids-not-fat,  but  the  freezing  point  was  normal  which  showed  that  no 
added  water  was  present:  the  milk  was  of  very  poor  quality. 

The  producer  was  partly  exonerated  by  this  sample  taken  in  course  of  delivery  and  he  was 
cautioned.  The  factory  was  warned  that  the  milk  supplied  to  the  retailer  producer  was  of  very  poor 
quality. 

Nos.  682,  684  and  685.  Seven  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  seven  separate  churns;  four 
■were  genuine  and  these  three  were  deficient  of  fat. 

The  producer  stated  that  he  had  instructed  one  of  his  boys  to  give  some  of  the  milk  to  the 
calves  and  the  latter  had  dipped  milk  from  the  churns  without  first  mixing  it.  The  producer  was 
cautioned. 

No.  780.  The  sample  was  taken  from  a  retailer  who  obtained  the  milk,  already  bottled,  from 
a  producer.  It  was  extremely  unlikely  that  the  former  could  have  been  responsible  for  the 
neficiency  of  fat  although  a  sample  taken  in  course  of  delivery  proved  to  be  genuine.  The  farmer  was 
advised  of  the  facts. 

Nos.  931  to  936,  938  and  939.  The  fat  contents  of  these  eight  samples  varied  from  2.03  to  2.73 
oer  cent,  and  one  further  sample  was  genuine  containing  3.0  per  cent. 

There  were  29  cows  in  the  herd  and  10  appeal  to  cows  samples  were  taken;  six  of  morning 
and  four  of  evening  milk.  All  of  these  samples,  except  two,  were  low  in  fat  content. 
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The  2:)rocluccr  was  exonerated  as  far  as  adiilleratioii  was  concerned  but  he  was  advised  to 
take  steps  to  imju'ove  the  quality  of  the  milk. 

No.  1175.  The  vendor  was  uncertain  of  the  source  of  this  sample  which  was  bottled  T.T.  milk 
as  he  was  a  producer-retailer  and  bought  milk  from  three  other  sources.  He  bottled  all  the  T.T.  milk 
on  his  premises.  Ten  samples  were  taken  in  course  of  delivery  from  these  three  sources  and  all  were 
found  to  contain  4  per  cent,  of  fat  or  over. 

Previous  samples  from  this  vendor  had  been  genuine  and  it  was  probable  that  the  cause  of 
the  deficiency  of  fat  was  lack  of  mixing  during  bottling.  He  was  cautioned  and  advised  to  take  steps 
to  ensure  that  the  milk  was  properly  mixed  during  the  bottling  process. 

No.  1301.  The  sample  was  taken  in  consequence  of  a  complaint  received  from  a  factory.  It 
was  mixed  milk  and  contained  2.23  per  cent,  of  fat.  Two  appeal  to  cows  samples  were  taken,  one 
of  p.m.  and  the  other  of  a.m.  milk  which  on  analysis  were  found  to  contain  3.88  and  2.75  per  cent, 
of  fat  respectively.  The  fat  content  of  the  morning  appeal  sample  was  8.3  per  cent,  below  the 
standard  of  3.0  per  cent.,  but  even  so  by  comparison  with  this  sample  the  original  sample  was  still 
18.9  per  cent,  deficient  of  fat. 

The  herd  consisted  of  4  cows;  2  Devonian,  1  Friesian  and  1  Shorthorn,  and  the  tiii.es  of 
milking  were  satisfactory. 

A  prosecution  was  undertaken  and  in  the  course  of  the  evidence  it  was  stated  that  the  wife 
of  the  producer  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  milk  for  household  ])urposes  from  the  churns  and  that  she 
did  this  without  first  mixing  the  contents.  The  bench  found  that  the  defendant  was  not  morally 
involved  and  imposed  the  nominal  fine  of  one  shilling. 

No.  1358.  Two  samples  of  morning  milk  were  taken  in  course  of  delivery,  one  of  which  con¬ 
tained  only  2.9  per  cent,  of  fat.  It  was  known  that  the  retailer  had  no  opportunity  of  skimming  the 
milk  before  the  original  sample  was  taken  and  the  producer  was  therefore  advised  to  arrange  that 
the  milk  from  all  the  cows  should  be  bulked  as  far  as  possible. 

Nos.  1677,  1678  and  1680. 

Nos.  1683,  1684  and  1686  (samples  taken  in  course  of  delivery). 

Three  of  the  six  samples  of  a.m.  and  p.m.  milk  taken  in  course  of  delivery  were  found  to 
be  deficient  in  fat,  containing  only  2.75,  2.83  and  2.83  per  cent,  respectively.  The  remaining  morn¬ 
ing  sample  was  genuine  but  contained  only  3.0  per  cent,  of  fat  and  the  two  evening  samples  were  of 
good  quality  and  contained  4.2  and  3.75  per  cent,  of  fat.  All  these  samples  were  taken  at  the  farm 
and  were  thought  to  be  of  milk  as  it  came  from  the  cows. 

The  retailer  was  exonerated  as  far  as  the  deficiency  of  fat  was  concerned  and  the  amounts 
of  added  water  were  very  small;  he  was  therefore  cautioned.  The  producer  was  also  cautioned  and 
advised  about  the  intervals  of  milking  which  were  rather  unequal. 

Nos.  2139  and  2154.  The  original  sample  was  taken  from  threequarters  of  a  gallon  of  evening 
milk. 


Four  samples  of  evening  milk  were  taken  in  course  of  delivery  and  one  of  these.  No.  2154, 
contained  only  2.6  per  cent,  of  fat.  The  herd  consisted  of  38  Shorthorn  cows  and  the  times  of  milking 
were  6.30  a.m.  and  3.45  p.m.  The  producer  was  cautioned  and  advised  to  group  the  cows  so  that  the 
milk  in  each  churn  would  contain  more  than  3.0  per  cent,  of  fat. 
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Channel  Islands  Milk. 

The  Milk  (Control  &  Maximum  Prices)  (Gt.  Britain)  Order,  1947,  defines  Channel  Islands  milk 
;as  milk  which  (inter  alia)  contains  not  less  than  4  per  cent,  of  butter  fat. 

During  the  year  176  samples  were  received  and  42  were  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat.  Details  of 
tthese  unsatisfactory  samples  are  given  in  the  following  table: — 


No. 

Deficiency 
of  fat  % 

Remarks. 

No. 

Delicieney 
of  fat  % 

Remarks. 

154  (1) 

12.5 

4  other  samples  were  f?eiuiine. 

1807 

11.2 

502 

9.7 

Bottled  [i.m.  milk.  An  appeal 

1808 

4.2 

■ 

Cautioned.  See  below. 

503 

5.0 

to  cows  sample  taken  from 

1809 

30.7 

17i  gallons  was  satisfactory. 

1874 

16.2 

Exonerated  by  samples  taken 

818 

6.5 

See  sample  taken  in  course  of 

in  course  of  delivery  Nos. 

820 

7.8 

delivery  No.  847. 

1899  and  1902. 

847 

8.2 

For  details  see  below. 

1899 

6.0 

Two  other  samples  were  satis- 

894 

5.7 

A.M.  milk.  All  p.m.  samples 

1902 

7.2 

factory.  Farmer  interviewed. 

895 

7.5 

were  satisfactory.  The  deti- 

Intervals  of  milking  were 

896 

6.5 

eiencies  of  fat  in  a.m.  milk 

very  unequal. 

897 

5.7 

1 

were  probably  due  to  unequal 

2017 

13.7 

Two  appeal  to  cows  samples. 

898 

7.5 

intervals  of  milking.  Samples 

one  contained  4.6  per  cent. 

899 

7.5 

taken  at  a  later  date  were 

fat  and  the  other  3.6  per 

satisfactory. 

cent.  Producer  agreed  to 

70 

6.2 

mix  all  the  milk  before 

381  (I) 

3.7 

bottling. 

1040 

11.2 

In  each  of  these  cases  further 

2275 

12.0 

Two  other  samples  were  satis- 

1258 

8.2 

- 

samples  will  be  taken  at 

factory.  Producer  cautioned 

1558 

17.5 

future  dates. 

and  promised  to  handstrip 

1813 

19.5  , 

cows  and  to  even  up  the 

1044 

10.0 

Reported  to  the  Dorset  County 

intervals  of  milking. 

Council. 

2450 

4.0 

See  samples  Nos.  2466/2469 

1049 

16.7 

See  sample  taken  in  course  of 

and  2627/2629. 

delivery  No.  1087. 

2466 

11.2  q 

Producer  cautioned  and  ad- 

1087 

8.0 

An  appeal  to  cows  sample  con- 

2467 

3.7  1 

vised  to  alter  the  times  of 

tained  only  3.77  per  cent,  of 

2468 

8.5 

milking. 

fat.  Facts  reported  to  the 

2469 

17.5  J 

Ministry  of  Food. 

2627 

5.2 

These  samples  were  taken  from 

1099 

14.0 

Previous  samples  satisfactory. 

2628 

2.7 

the  same  producer  as  Nos. 

1657 

14.5  I 

See  samples  Nos.  1804,  1806 

2629 

9.0 

2466/2469.  He  was  again 

1739 

9.5  i 

and  1807  to  1809. 

cautioned  and  has  undertaken 

1804 

6.5  ( 

Cautioned.  Further  details 

to  seek  advice  on  those  cows 

1806 

16.0  I 

below. 

which  are  giving  poor  milk. 

Nos.  818,  820  and  847.  Samples  Nos.  818  and  820  were  taken  from  a  retail  dairy  and  were  of 
tt.m.  milk.  This  retailer  was  supplied  by  five  producers  and  in  course  of  delivery  samples  were 
aken  from  these  producers.  All  the  samples  were  satisfactory  except  No.  847  and  air  appeal  to  cows 
■.ample  was  taken  from  the  milk  of  the  herd  of  this  producer  which  was  found  to  contain  only  3.8 
oer  cent,  of  fat.  The  producer  was  advised  to  take  steps  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  milk.  All 
he  cows  had  passed  the  Breed  Society’s  test  and  previous  samples  had  been  satisfactory. 

Nos.  1657  and  1739.  These  were  retailer  samples  of  bottled  milk.  The  retailer  has  a  herd  of  his 
wwn  and  also  buys  milk  from  two  other  producers  Samples  were  taken  from  these  three  sources; 
he  milk  from  one  of  the  producers  was  satisfactory  but  samples  from  the  other  producer  and  from 
he  retailer’s  herd  were  deficient  of  fat. 
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Nos.  1804  and  1806.  This  producer  sold  milk  lo  the  retailer  from  whom  samples  Nos.  1657  and 
1739  were  taken.  Five  samples  were  taken  from  the  milk  of  this  producer;  three  morning  and  two 
of  evening  milk.  All  the  evening  milk  samjdes  and  one  of  the  morning  samples  were  up  to  standard, 
but  the  fat  contents  of  the  remaining  two  morning  samples  were  respectively  6.5  and  16.0  per  cent, 
below  the  standard  of  4.0  per  cent.  The  times  of  milking  were  4  p.m.  and  7  a.m.  and  the  farmer 
was  advised  to  arrange  for  these  intervals  to  be  more  nearly  equal  and  to  bulk  the  milk  as  far  as 
possible. 

Nos.  1807,  1808  and  1809.  Five  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  the  herd  owned  by  the 
above  retailer  producer.  These  three  were  of  morning  and  the  remaining  two  of  evening  milk.  The 
latter  were  all  satisfactory  each  containing  over  5.0  per  cent,  of  fat.  The  times  of  milking  were  2.30 
p.m.  and  7.0  a.m.  and  he  was  given  similar  advice  as  that  given  to  the  previous  producer. 


Average  Composition  of  Milk  Samples. 


Year 

Total  solids 

Fat 

% 

SoliJs-not-fat 

O/ 

1939 

/o 

12.60 

/o 

3.77 

/o 

8.83 

1945 

12.45 

3.67 

8.78 

1946 

12.67 

3.77 

8.90 

1947 

12.56 

3.74 

8.82 

1948 

12.52 

3.64 

8.88 

1949 

12.45 

3.71 

8.74 

1950 

12.59 

3.71 

8.88 

Other  Adulterated  or  Incorrect  Samples. 


No. 

Description. 

Nature  of  Offence. 

Action  taken  and  results  of 
legal  proceedings. 

1 

Pork  Sausages 

23%  deficient  of  meat 

See  No.  139.  Fined  £5  for  the  sale 
of  this  sample. 

50 

Yeast  Tablets  (Informal) 

Contained  0.88  I.U.  Vitamin  B.  per 
gramme  instead  of  not  less  than 
32  per  gramme. 

Cautioned.  Stock  five  to  ten  years 
old.  Remainder  destroyed. 

52 

Fruit  Chutney  (Informal) 

Incorrect  label.  Incorrect  volume 
stated. 

Reported  to  Chief  Inspector  of 
Weights  and  Measures. 

139 

Pork  Sausages 

20%  deficient  of  meat 

Same  vendor  as  No.  1.  Both  samples 
manufactured  by  same  firm.  The 
latter  were  summoned  in  lioth  cases 
umler  Section  83  (3)  Food  &  Drugs 
•Vet.  Fined  £5,  Advocate's  fee 
£5  5s.  Od. 

247 

Sijirit  of  Nitre  (Informal) 

31.2%  deficient  of  ethyl  nitrite  ... 

Cautioned  with  advice  as  to  the  stor¬ 
ing  of  the  article. 

293 

Cayenne  (Informal) 

Infested  with  Tyroglyijhid  mites  and 

See  No.  538. 

310 

Elderflowers  and  Pei)])ermint 
with  Composition  Essence 
(Informal). 

eggs. 

43.5%  ileficient  of  sugar  ... 

Probably  about  four  years  old. 
Remaining  bottles  destroyed. 

352 

Frying  Oil  (Informal) 

Incorrect  label.  No  weight  or  volume 
and  no  ingredients  stated. 

Manufacturers  undertook  to  label 
bottles  correctly. 

533 

Butter 

0.7%  excess  of  water 

Reporti'd  to  Ministry  of  Food. 

538 

Cayenne  (Informal)  ... 

Infested  with  eggs  and  dead  mites 
(Tyroglyphid). 

Same  vendor  as  No.  293.  Remainder 
of  stock  destroyed. 

593 

Mc.'at  Paste;  (Informal) 

Incorreet  label.  Sample  delieient  in 
weight. 

Reported  to  Chief  Inspector  of 
Weights  and  Measures. 

601 

Beef  Sausages  ... 

14%  delieient  of  meat 

Resample  at  a  future  date. 

89 


So. 

Description. 

Nature  of  Offence. 

Action  taken  and  results  of 
legal  proceedings. 

705 

Vinegar  (Informal) 

15.5%  tk'iu-ieiit  of  acetic  aciil 

Formal  samijle  to  be  taken,  see  No. 
794. 

794 

Pure  V'iiu'gar  ... 

15%  tlelicient  of  acetic  acid 

Manufacturers  asked  for  ob.servations. 
They  stated  “Vinegar  okl  stock”. 
Ex{>ressed  regret  and  promised  it 
should  not  happen  again. 

971 

Salad  Cream  (Informal) 

SampU'  fermented.  Unsaleable  con- 
ilition. 

Remainder  of  stock  withdrawn  from 
sale  and  returned  to  manufacturers. 

1016* 

Blue  Pills  (Informal)  ... 

Contents  cxchuling  coating  :  18.2% 
deficient  of  mercury  or  15.6% 
below  lower  hunt. 

Wholesalers  interviewed. 

1005* 

Horseradish  Sauce  (Informal' 

Incorrect  label.  Ingredients  given 
in  wrong  ortler. 

Manufacturers  informed. 

1390* 

Horseradish  Sauce  (Infor-  | 

Incorrect  label.  Ingredients  given 

Same  manufacturers  as  sam[)le  No. 

mal) 

in  wrong  order. 

1085.  An  official  .sample  to  be 

1394* 

1 

taken,  see  No.  1713. 

1397 

Tomato  Sauce  (Informal) 

Contained  250  parts  of  copper  per 
million  |)arts  of  dric'd  total  solids. 

Very  old  stock  prei)areil  before  the 
Order  came  into  force. 

1465^^ 

Cheese  Product  (Informal)  .. 

Incorrect  label 

See  No.  1595. 

1467 

Chemical  Food  (Informal) 

65.5%  deficient  of  ferrous  iihosiihate 
and  63.5%  below  the  lower  limit. 
Remainder  of  iron  in  dejiosit. 

The  syrup  had  been  correctly  dis¬ 
pensed  but  was  very  old  slock. 
Cautioned. 

1516* 

Extra  Strong  Medicinal 
Peiipcrmints  (Informal) 

60%  deficient  of  oil  of  peppermint... 

See  formal  sample  No.  1879. 

1572 

Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce 

56%  deficient  of  sugar 

Manufacturers  aj)oIogised  and  sub- 

(Informal) 

mitted  two  analyses  of  an  older  and 
later  batch  both  of  which  showed 
the  correct  sugar  content.  A  further 
sample  from  a  recent  batch  was 
satisfactory. 

1595“ 

Cheese  Product  (Informal)  ... 

Incorrect  lalicl.  Ingredients  in 

incorrect  order. 

Manufacturers  agreed  to  amend  label. 

1654 

Cream 

“Not  cream” 

No  action.  Inspector  informed  that 
it  was  mock  cream  before  purchase. 
Sec  sample  No.  1853. 

1710 

Marmalade  (Informal) 

Incorrect  label.  No  adilress  or  Regis¬ 
tered  Traile  Marie. 

Wholesalers  and  packers  have  agreed 
to  amend  label. 

1713* 

Horseradish  Sauce 

Incorrect  label.  Ingredients  in 

incorrect  order. 

Packers  have  altered  recipe  and  are 
amending  labels  to  show  ingreili- 
ents  in  projjer  order. 

1781 

Tincture  of  Iodine  (Informal) 

10%  deficient  of  Iodine  or  8.2% 
below  lower  limit  and  26%  ilefi- 
eient  of  j)ota.ssium  iodide  or 
24.5%  below  the  lower  limit. 

Cautioned.  Stock  at  least  two  ye.ars 
old.  Remainder  withdrawn  from 
sale. 

1843 

Pastry  and  Pudding  Mixtun 

Heavily  infested  with  live  Tyroglv 

Vendor  agreed  to  destroy  any  remain- 

1853* 

(Informal) 

l)hus  farinac. 

ing  stock  which  showed  infestation. 

Cream 

“Not  cream” 

Fineil  £2.  Prosecution  basetl  on 

signed  statement  that  article  was 
“mock”  cream. 

1854* 

Fruit  and  Cream 

“Not  cream” 

ditto. 

1879* 

Extra  Strong  Mediianal 
Pepiierinints 

60%  deficient  of  oil  of  i)e])]ierminl ... 

Letter  to  packers. 
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No. 

Description. 

1950 

Ilntter  Mints  (Informal) 

2111 

Shredded  Reef  Suet  (Inform, al 

2114 

Honey  (Informal) 

2231 

Essence  of  Rennet  (Informal 

2253 

Shredded  Beef  Suet  'i 

(Informal)  1 

2254 

2284 

J 

Heather  Honey  (Informal)  .. 

2362* 

Digestive  Mints  (Informal)  .. 

2372* 

Lemon  Butter  &  Honey  Spreac 

2431 

Tomato  Sauce  (Informal) 

2432 

Tomato  Ketchui)  (Informal)  .. 

2482* 

Lemon  Butter  &  Honey  Spreat 
(Informal) 

2534* 

Dairy  Cream  L-es 

2551* 

Pei)permint  Tablets  (Informal' 

2565* 

Digestive  Mints 

2570* 

Concentrated  Cinnamon  anc 
Quinine  (Informal) 

2573* 

Digestive  Mints  (Informal)  ... 

2670 

Marzipan  (Informal)  ... 

2674 

Beef  Sausages  ... 

2729 

Mincemeat  (Informal) 

2766* 

Ground  .'Hmonds  (Informal).. 

Nature  of  Offence. 


Fat  I'oiileiit  very  low,  being  only 

I  1.5% 


I'jxcessive  ainounl  of  free  fatly  aciils. 
Unfit  for  (■on.snnii)tion. 

Incorrect  labc;l.  No  iianie,  adilres.s 
or  weight  staled. 

Incorrect  label.  Ingredients  not 
stated. 

Excessive  amount  of  free  fatty 
acids. 

and  4.8%  deficnent  of  fat.  J 

Deficient  in  net  weight 

.A.t  least  73%  ilelicient  of  oil  of 
l)ei)i>erniint. 

Incorrect  label.  .Ambiguous  desig¬ 
nation. 

Incorrect  label.  No  ingredients 
stated. 

ditto. 

Iin-orreet  label.  Ambiguous  desig¬ 
nation. 

Low  fat  content 

At  least  60%  deficient  of  the  total 
of  oil  of  pepi)ermint  and  menthol. 

89.5%  deficient  of  the  total  of  oil  of 
pepiK-rniint  and  menthol. 

Incorrect  label.  Designation  “con¬ 
centrated”  misleading. 

89.5%  delicieiit  of  the  total  of  oil  of 
peiipermint  and  menthol. 

Incorrect  label.  No  address  ami 
wt‘ight  of  ingredients  incorrect. 

26%  delicient  of  meat 

50%  delicient  of  suet  or  equivalent 
fat. 

A  mixture  of  ground  i-ashew  nuts 
and  almonds. 


Action  taken  and  results  of 
legal  proceedings. 


Leller  to  iTianufacturers  drawing 
atlcidion  to  the  recent  agreement. 
'I'liey  were  not  aware  of  this  agret;- 
ment  but  uiulertook  to  ensure  that 
butter  mints  would  in  futuri!  con¬ 
tain  at  least  4  per  cent,  of  butter 
fat. 

Further  sami)les  re<piested.  Letter 
to  manufactnrcTs  for  observations. 

Rcportc-d  to  Chief  Inspector  of 

Weights  and  Pleasures. 

Packers  to  amend  labels  without 
delay. 

Producer  and  retailer  stated  slock 
was  at  least  8  months  old.  Remain¬ 
ing  stock  returned  to  manufac¬ 

turers. 

Reported  to  Chief  Inspector  of 

Weights  a.nd  Measures. 

Official  sanqilc  to  be  taken,  see  No. 
2565. 

Reported  to  Ministrj'  of  F'ood  who  are 
taking  the  matter  up  with  the 

manufacturers. 

Retailer  cautioned.  .Vttention  dr.awn 
to  the  New  Labelling  of  F'ood 
(.)rder,  1950. 

ditto. 

See  formal  sample  No.  2372. 

This  is  a  retailer’s  sample.  F'nrther 
samples  to  be  taken  from  producer. 

Cautioned.  .\dvised  that  a  strong 
objection  was  taken  to  the  use  of 
the  words  “Extra  Strong”, 
ditto. 

Letter  to  manufacturers. 

See  oflicial  sanqilc  No.  2565. 

Retailer  has  withdrawn  all  stock  for 
re-labelling.  Ijctter  sent  to  manu¬ 
facturers. 

Fined  .£2,  Costs  .£2  2s.  Od. 

F’orm.il  sample  to  bc'  taken. 

Cautioned. 


"Further  details  ;irt;  given  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

No.  1016  Blue  Pills  (Informal).  The  wholesalers  were  interviewed  and  they  agreed  to  withdraw 
these  Blue  Pills  from  sale  and  have  requested  retail  customers  to  return  the  remainder  of  their  stocks. 
The  suppliers  had  the  pills  analysed  by  an  independent  analyst  who  confirmed  the  deficiency  of 
mercury  but  they  had  no  explanation  to  offer  as  to  its  cause.  New  stocks  of  the  i)ills  have  been 
found  satisfactory. 
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Nos.  1465  and  1595  Cheese  Product  (Informal).  The  ingredients  were  stated  to  be  "Protein, 
cheese,  mineral  salts".  The  analysis  showed  that  the  article  contained  52.5  per  cent,  of  moisture, 
23.2  per  cent,  of  far  and  20.2  per  cent,  of  protein  and  the  opinion  was  formed  that  the  amount  of 
added  protein  was  less  than  the  amount  of  cheese  present.  The  manufacturers  agreed  that  the 
analysis  was  correct  and  have  promised  to  alter  the  order  of  the  ingredients  declared  on  the  label 
accordingly. 

Nos.  1085,  1390  and  1394,  Horseradish  Sauce  (Informal),  and  No.  1713,  Horseradish  Sauce 
(Formal).  The  order  of  the  ingredients  shown  on  the  labels  of  these  sauces  was  incorrect.  The 
manufacturers  were  asked  for  their  observations  on  the  analyses  of  the  informal  samples  and  they 
replied,  "We  consider  the  variation  to  be  so  slight  that  it  is  hardly  sufficient  to  justify  criticism".  In 
fact  only  one  out  of  seven  of  the  ingredients  was  in  the  proper  place  in  the  list.  A  formal  sample 
was  then  taken  and  again  the  manufacturers  were  approached  on  the  certificate  of  analysis  of  this 
sample.  A  letter  was  received  from  them  stating  that  the  recipe  had  been  altered  and  the  order  of 
the  ingredients  given  on  the  letter  was  the  same  as  that  given  in  the  certificate.  All  labels  are  to  be 
amended  to  conform  to  the  analysis. 

No.  1853  Cream  and  No.  1854  Fruit  and  Cream.  The  sample  of  cream  contained  23  per  cent, 
of  butter  fat  and  3  per  cent,  of  starch  and  the  cream  in  the  sample  of  fruit  and  cream  contained 
48.5  per  cent,  of  margarine  and  29.5  per  cent,  of  cane  sugar.  Neither  of  these  samples  were  cream  or 
artificial  cream  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  but  were  "synthetic"  cream  or  "cream  substitutes". 

Notices  appeared  on  the  premises  at  which  these  samples  were  sold,  advertising  "cream 

teas". 


Both  vendors  admitted  that  the  "cream"  was  "mock  cream"  and  pleaded  guilty  to  a  tech¬ 
nical  offence. 

Nos.  1516  (Informal)  and  1879  (Formal)  Extra  Strong  Medicinal  Peppermints.  The  packers 
were  "greatly  perturbed"  when  informed  of  the  deficiency  of  peppennint  oil.  They  obtained  the 
tablets  from  three  well-known  manufacturing  chemists  who  made  them  to  the  packer’s  formula 
which  appeared  on  the  wrappers  of  the  article  and  stated  that  1  per  cent,  of  oil  of  peppermint  was 
present.  A  letter  which  the  packers  received  from  the  manufacturers  was  forwarded  to  us  but  none 
of  the  points  raised  were  new.  Experiments  were  carried  out  in  this  laboratory  to  find  out  whether 
there  was  any  loss  caused  by  evaporation  over  a  period  and  under  various  conditions.  We  found  no 
appreciable  loss  over  a  period  of  some  months.  The  loss  probably  takes  place  during  the  process  of 
manufacture.  The  packers  have  promised  to  make  further  enquiries  and  to  take  steps  to  ensure  that 
a  good  article  is  offered  for  sale. 

No.  2372  Lemon  Butter  and  Honey  Spread  (Formal)  and  No.  2482  Lemon  Butter  and  Honey 
Spread  (Informal).  No  butter  fat  was  found  in  these  samples  and  the  analysis  showed  that  their 
composition  was  similar  to  that  of  lemoir  curd  or  cheese  made  with  honey.  The  Ministry  of  Food 
regard  the  common  or  usual  name  for  the  article  as  "lemon  curd"  or  "lemon  cheese"  and  the 
description  "lemon  butter"  is  misleading.  The  Ministry  have  been  asked  to  take  the  matter  up  with 
the  manufacturers.  The  article  is  imported. 

No.  2534  Dairy  Cream  Ices.  This  .sample  contained  only  6.2  per  cent,  of  fat  which  included 
about  2.5  per  cent,  (referred  to  the  whole  sample)  of  butter  fat.  It  was  taken  from  a  retailer  and 
later  one  was  taken  from  the  producer  but  this  was  sold  as  Dairy  Ice  Cream"  and  not  as  "Cream 
Ice".  This  latter  sample  contained  10.5  per  cent,  of  fat  including  approximately  4.0  per  cent, 
(referred  to  the  whole  sample)  of  butter  fat.  The  description  "Cream  Ice"  would  not  be  approved 
unless  the  product  contained  a  relatively  high  proportion  (say  10  per  cent.)  of  butter  fat. 
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No.  2570  Concentrated  Cinnamon  and  Quinine  (Informal).  The  mixture  conformed  to  the 
formula  given  on  the  label  but  was  weaker  than  the  standard  prejiarations  containing  quinine  and/or 
cinnamon.  It  was  suggested  to  the  manufacturers  that  the  word  “Concentrated”  should  be  deleted. 
They  have  agreed  and  have  supplied  the  retailer  with  labels  omitting  the  word  “Concentrated”.  All 
future  supplies  will  be  correctly  labelled. 

No.  2551  Peppermint  Tablets  (Informal)  and  Nos.  2565  (Formal)  and  2573  (Informal)  Diges¬ 
tive  Mints.  The  peppermint  tablets  were  labelled  “curiously  strong,  medicinal”  and  were  stated  to 
be  “digestive  and  carminative”.  The  digestive  mints  were  labelled  “extra  strong  medicinal”.  The 
former  was  said  to  contain  0.5  per  cent,  each  of  menthol  and  peppermint  oil  and  only  a  total  of  0.4 
per  cent,  of  menthol  and  peppermint  oil  was  found.  The  formula  given  with  the  latter  showed  0.2 
per  cent,  of  menthol  and  0.75  per  cent,  of  oil  of  peppermint  and  not  more  than  0.1  per  cent,  of  com¬ 
bined  menthol  and  oil  of  peppermint  was  found. 

Six  samples  of  different  brands  of  peppermint  tablets  were  obtained,  all  of  which  claimed  to  be 
“curiously  strong”  and  all  gave  the  percentage  composition.  The  amounts  of  peppermint  oil  found 
showed  deficiencies  oi  from  £.0  to  16.0  per  cent,  from  the  stated  quantities.  It  would  appear  there¬ 
fore  that  an  allowance  of  20  per  cent,  lor  the  loss  during  preparation  would  be  a  liberal  one.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  asked  for  their  opiniL.n  and  the  reply  stated  that  the  words  “digestive, 
carminative  and  medicinal”  do  not  constitute  a  recommendation  as  a  medicine.  Therefore  the  tablets 
could  be  sold  without  a  declaration  of  ingredients.  If  this  view  is  correct,  why  should  every  one  of 
the  above  samples  be  sold  with  such  a  declaration?  Is  it  to  bring  them  out  of  the  “sweet”  category? 

The  manufacturers  were  cautioned  and  advi  ed  to  use  more  care  in  the  preparation  of  the  tablets 
and  were  told  that  a  strong  objection  was  taken  to  the  use  of  the  designation  “extra  strong”  or 
“curiously  strong”  to  describe  tablets  containing  so  little  oil  of  peppermint  and  menthol. 

No.  2766  Ground  Almonds  (Informal).  Analysis  showed  this  sample  to  be  a  mixture  of  ground 
cashew  nuts  and  ground  almonds  containing  approximately  3U  per  cent,  of  the  latter.  The  vendor 
discovered  shortly  after  the  above  sample  was  purchased  that  he  had  inadvertently  placed  some 
ground  almonds  in  a  tin  containing  ground  cashew  nuts  thinking  that  it  already  contained  ground 
almonds.  He  has  relabelled  the  tin  and  reduced  the  price  from  5/-  to  3/6d.  per  lb.  He  was  cauiioned. 

Ice  Cream. 

The  arrangements  in  force  in  1949,  whereoy  manufacturers  who  signed  an  undertaking  that  the 
ice  cream  sujiplied  by  them  would  have  a  minimum  fat  content  of  2.5  per  cent.,  received  additional 
supplies  of  sugar  and  in  some  cases  of  fat,  continued  throughout  1950. 

On  the  1st  March,  1951,  a  new  order  comes  into  force  and  ice  cream  will  have  to  contain  not  less 
than  5  per  cent,  of  fat,  10  per  cent,  of  sugar  and  7^  per  cent,  of  milk  solids  other  than  fat. 


Four  hundred  and  ten  samples  were  received  and  the  following  table  gives  the  distribution  of  the 
percentages  of  fat  for  each  quarter: — 


N 

o.  of  sainiili'S  f 

or  each  (|uarter 

Range  of  fat  content 

Total. 

I’ercentagc 

% 

1st. 

2n(l. 

3rtl. 

4  th. 

ninnbcr. 

Less  than  2.5 

1 

_ 

2 

_ _ 

3 

0.7 

2.5—  7.9 

16 

25 

35 

30 

106 

25.8 

8.0—11.9 

47 

51 

74 

80 

252 

61.5 

12.0  and  over 

4 

10 

16 

19 

49 

12.0 

Total 

68 

86 

127 

129 

410 

— 
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This  commodity  had  shown  a  marked  improve  nont  in  fat  content  since  the  beginning  of  1949, 
lor  in  1948,  the  percentage  number  of  samples  containing  less  than  3.0  per  cent,  was  49  whereas 
during  this  year  less  than  1.0  per  cent,  have  had  tat  contents  below  2.5  per  cent.  Even  so  32  or  7.8 
per  cent,  of  the  samples  would  have  tailed  to  satisfy  the  new  standard  with  regard  to  the  j)ercentage 
of  fat.  This  standard  is  regarded  as  an  interim  one  and  it  is  proposed  progressively  to  improve  it  as 
supplies  of  ingredients  increase. 


Meat  Pies. 


Twenty-two  meat  pies  were  analysed  with  the  following  results: — 


Price  per  pic — 
itenee. 

Total  weight 
grammes. 

Weight  of  lining 
graiiiiiics. 

‘'FoLal  meat  in  filling 
% 

*Total  meal  in 
whole  pie 
% 

6 

152 

76 

38.0 

19.0 

5 

150 

61 

73.4 

29.8 

5 

134 

69 

55.9 

28.9 

7 

140 

45 

45.6 

14.7 

5 

135 

67 

59.1 

29.3 

5 

94.5 

39 

54.0 

21.2 

6 

119 

18 

54.2 

8.2 

_ 

126 

48.5 

50.9 

19.5 

6 

89 

13.5 

71.0 

10.8 

— 

135 

44 

49.2 

16.0 

5 

117 

27 

74.8 

17.3 

6 

132 

32 

99.0 

24.0 

6 

123 

28 

90.5 

20.6 

5i- 

108 

30 

76.2 

21.2 

123 

35 

64.4 

18.3 

_ 

174 

70 

80.0 

32.2 

6 

156 

68 

64.8 

28.2 

7 

146 

68 

59.8 

27.9 

— 

130 

37 

70.5 

20.0 

— 

128 

56 

42.6 

18.6 

— 

138 

38 

72.5 

20,0 

— 

93 

22 

59.3 

14.0 

*  Total  meat  is  expressed  as  fat  [)lus  cooked  defatted  meat  containing  4.4  per  cent,  of  nitrogen. 

The  proportion  of  filling  or  contents  to  pastry  in  the  above  samples  shows  a  marked  variation. 
'%fine  contain  40  to  50  per  cent,  of  filling,  ten  contain  20  to  39  and  the  remaining  three  contain  less 
han  20  per  cent.  The  meat  content  of  the  fillings  also  shows  great  variation,  namely,  40  to  99  per 
1  ent. 


There  is  no  standard  for  the  amount  of  meat  in  these  pies  but,  in  my  opinion,  at  the  present  time, 
"■5  per  cent,  in  the  whole  pie  would  be  satisfactory.  On  this  basis  six  or  27.3  per  cent,  of  the  samples 
.vould  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  The  number  containing  20  per  cent,  of  meat  or  more  is  twelve 
.vhich  is  54.5  per  cent,  of  the  total  samples  and  this  would  perhaps  be  a  fair  minimum  amount  under 
be  present  conditions. 
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Merchandise  Marks  Act. 

One  sample  of  sunflower  meal  ext.  was  received  during  the  year.  This  was  a  genuine  .sunflower 
seed  meal  ext.  which  is  known  in  the  trade  by  the  former  designation.  It  contained  47.7  per  cent, 
of  oil  and  albuminoids. 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act. 


total  number  of  samples  received  was 

Fertilisers  (18). 

22, 

details  of  which 

Formal. 

are  given  below 
Informal. 

Fertilisers 

1 

2 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia 

— 

2 

Sulphate  of  Potash  ... 

— 

3 

Nitrate  of  Soda 

_ 

1 

Dried  Blood  ... 

_ 

2 

Bone  Meal 

_ 

1 

Superphosphate 

— 

1 

Lime 

— 

1 

Carbonate  of  Lime  Waste  ... 

1 

_ 

Ground  Limestone 

2 

_ 

Sludge 

— 

1 

The  three  samples  of  fertiliser  were  all 


old  with  guarantees  and  in  each 


of 


case  the  amounts 

nitrogen,  phosphoric  acid  and  potash  found  by  analysis  varied,  only  within  the  limits  allowed,  from 
the  guaranteed  amounts. 


The  sulphate  of  ammonia  samples  were  of  good  quality  both  containing  20.6  per  cent,  of 
nitrogen.  One  conformed  to  the  guarantee  but  the  other  was  sold  without  any  statutory  statement 
and  the  vendor  was  cautioned.  The  potash  contents  of  the  three  samples  of  sulphate  of  potash  were 
49,  48.6  and  50.5  per  cent,  respectively  all  of  which  agreed  with  the  guarantees  given.  The  amount 
of  nitrogen  found  in  the  sample  of  nitrate  of  soda  was  15.7  per  cent,  which  also  was  satisfactory 
agreeing  with  the  guaranteed  amount  of  15.5  per  cent. 

One  dried  blood  sample  was  sold  without  a  guarantee  and  the  vendor  was  cautioned.  The 
other  sample  contained  only  13.3  per  cent,  of  nitrogen  compared  with  the  guaranteed  amount  of 
15.0  per  cent.  It  was  taken  from  stock  which  was  about  3  years  old  and  had  apparently  deteriorated. 
The  vendor  was  cautioned  and  undertook  to  amend  the  statutory  statement  based  on  an  analysis  he 
would  have  made.  The  price  would  also  be  reduced  accordingly. 


The  sample  of  bone  meal  was  guaranteed  to  contain  3.43  per  cent,  of  nitrogen  and  17.46  per 
cent,  of  phosphoric  acid  (P2O5).  The  amount  of  nitrogen  found  was  3.25  per  cent,  which  was  satis¬ 
factory  but  that  of  the  phosphoric  acid  w^as  veiy  low  being  only  9.75  per  cent.  It  was  supplied  to 
the  retailer  by  a  wholesale  firm  outside  this  County.  The  Inspector  of  the  district  concerned  has  been 
requested  to  take  a  formal  sample  from  the  wholesaler  and  to  inform  this  authority  of  the  result. 

The  vendor  of  the  sample  of  superphosphate  was  cautioned  as  no  statutory  statement  w'as  given 
at  the  sale.  The  percentage  of  phosphoric  acid  present  was  satisfactory. 

Feeding  Stuffs  (4). 

Linseed  By-Product  Cubes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  Formal. 

Balancer  Meal  ...  ...  .  ...  2  Informal. 

Scratch  (Poultry  Food)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  Formal. 
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A  prosecution  was  undertaken  in  the  ease  of  die  linseed  by-product  cubes  as  the  analysis  showed 
that  they  were  47.8  per  cent,  deficient  of  oil  and  52.8  per  cent,  deficient  of  protein  as  compared  with 
.he  guaranteed  amounts.  The  firm  supplying  the  article  was  fined  £10. 

Both  samples  of  balancer  meal  were  sold  without  guarantees  and  the  vendors  were  cautioned. 

The  sample  of  “Scratch”,  a  poultry  food,  was  taken  formally  owing  to  a  complaint  that  the 
larticle  had  caused  the  death  of  three  cockerels.  The  complaint  was  siipiiorted  by  the  fact  that  a 
.’cterinary  surgeon  had  found  zinc  phosphide  in  the  viscera  and  also  rodent  excreta  in  the  food.  My 
anah'sis  showed  no  arsenic,  no  phosjihide  and  only  a  normal  amount  of  zinc  to  be  present.  Micro¬ 
scopical  examination  showed  numerous  wheat  hairs,  starch  and  particles  of  “black  rust”.  No  rodent 
lairs  were  found.  A  feeding  test  was  carried  out  with  4  four  months’  old  chicks  without  ill  effects. 
The  examination  therefore  showed  that  the  food  was  non-injurious. 


Chemical  Analysis  of  Drinking  Waters. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  samples  of  water  were  received: — 

For  general  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

For  special  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

The  samples  for  special  tests  included  three  for  fluorine  content  which  amounted  to  0.04,  0.05 
md  0.1  parts  per  million  respectively.  Another  sample  was  examined  for  its  chlorine  demand;  one 
"ontained  a  worm  belonging  to  the  Annelida  class  which  closely  resembled  Nais  and  other  samples 
were  tested  for  their  action  on  metals. 


Sewages,  Effluents,  etc. 

A  summary  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  samples  received  is  given  below; — 

Sewages  .  .  12 

Effluents: 

Sewage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Trade  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

River  and  stream  waters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Miscellaneous: 

Water  from  quarry  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mud  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deposit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

-  3 

In  July,  the  Somerset  Rivers  Board  took  over  the  responsibility  for  the  rivers  and  streams  of  the 
.ounty  but  this  laboratory  is  undertaking  the  analytical  work  connected  with  the  examination  of 
amples. 

The  water  from  the  quarry  was  polluting  a  stream  and  it  was  found  to  contain  over  4,000  parts 
’Cr  hundred  thousand  of  solids  in  suspension.  The  mud  contained  a  large  proportion  of  diatoms  and 
ihlorophyceae  and  approximately  20  per  cent,  of  inorganic  matter. 

The  sample  of  deposit  consisted  mainly  of  cyanophyceae  probably  anabacna. 
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Miscellaneous  Samples. 

Sixty-two  samples  were  examined  during  the  year.  They  were  received  from  various  sources; 
private,  other  local  authorities,  school  meals  section,  etc.,  and  a  summary  is  given  below: — 


Foodstuffs  ...  ...  .  ...  39 

Spirits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Washing  powder  ...  ...  .  1 

Yeast  tablets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cattlefoods  ...  ...  ...  .  2 

Viscera  for  poisons  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Swab  from  surface  of  boiler  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tap  water  ...  ...  ...  .  1 

Haematoxylin  tablets  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Roofing  slates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Filter  bed  media  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Envelopes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Brick  ...  ...  ...  .  1 

Worm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Blackened  material  ...  .  ...  1 

Whey  paste  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tannery  waste  ...  .  ...  ...  1 

Red  deposit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  majority  of  the  foodstuffs  were  submitted  in  connection  with  complaints  but  in  the  main 
they  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  One  sample  of  tinned  brawn  was  in  a  “blown”  condition  and 
the  gas  released  consisted  of  carbon  dioxide  and  hydrogen  and  the  gelatine  was  liquefied;  it  was  con¬ 
demned.  A  sample  of  potato  crisps  was  reported  against  as  the  fat  was  rancid  and  one  of  Hour  was 
infested  with  mites — Tyroglyphus  farinae.  The  blackened  material  was  found  in  a  school  meal  and 
consisted  of  a  whole  rice  kernel  with  some  innocuous  organic  matter. 

The  roofing  slates  were  tested  for  their  suitability  for  use  in  damp  courses.  One  sample  was 
satisfactory  but  the  other  was  very  markedly  attacked  by  20  and  40  per  cent,  v/v  sulphuric  acid  and 
was  therefore  unsatisfactory. 

A  deposit  had  formed  on  the  specimen  of  filter  bed  media  which  consisted  of  colonies  of  chloro- 
phyceae  resembling  tetraspora. 

The  two  samples  of  whey  paste  were  submitted  for  examination  because  of  the  illness  of  young 
chickens  which  had  eaten  the  paste.  The  composition  of  the  paste  was  normal  and  the  acidity  was 
due  mainly  to  lactic  acid.  Apparently  whey  paste  may  cause  symptoms  in  young  chickens  and  only 
small  quantities  should  be  given  at  a  time. 

One  specimen  of  viscera  was  submitted  in  connection  with  the  death  of  several  yearlings.  No 
poisons  were  found  with  the  exception  of  lead.  This  was  present  to  the  extent  of  88  parts  per  million 
in  the  kidneys  and  17  parts  per  million  in  the  liver.  In  the  case  of  the  other  specimen,  viscera  from 
two  calves  was  received  in  which  the  following  amounts  of  lead  were  found: — 

Kidneys  ...  ...  ...  .  61  and  82  parts  per  million. 

Livers  .  12  ,,  17  ,,  ,, 

Rumen  contents  ...  ...  .  500  ,,  250  ,,  ,, 

These  results  support  the  opinion  that  the  deaths  were  due  to  lead  poisoning. 


